Great Films, Great Books

Course Units

Unit One:
Film Adaptations and Technical Analysis

Films:
Blade Runner, Gattaca, A Streetcar Named Desire, Apocalypse Now, The Seven Samurai, The Magnificent Seven, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Sunset Boulevard, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolfe?

Texts:
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? A Streetcar Named Desire, Heart of Darkness, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolfe?

Unit Two:  
Alienation/ Coming of Age/ The Quest

Films:
Rebel Without a Cause, The Graduate, Donnie Darko, Edward Scissorhands, Citizen Kane, The Perks of Being a Wallflower
Texts:
The Catcher in the Rye, The Perks of Being a Wallflower, “The Destructors”

UnitThree:
Hero and Anti-Hero

Films:
The Godfather, High Noon, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, Casablanca

Texts:
The Stranger, Grendel, "An Enemy of the People," selected mythology 

________________________________________________________________________

Unit Four:  
Science Fiction and Social Commentary

Films:
Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Metropolis, Planet of the Apes, Dr. Strangelove, Frankenstein, Gattaca

Texts:

A Clockwork Orange, Fahrenheit 451

Unit Five:
Prejudice and Intolerance

Films:
Look Who’s Coming to Dinner, Do the Right Thing, Life is Beautiful, To Kill a Mockingbird

Texts:
Their Eyes Were Watching God, The Color of Water, Black Like Me

________________________________________________________________________

Unit Six:  
Feminism

Films:
All About Eve, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Lola Rennt, La Femme Nikita, Thelma and Louise, Elizabeth

Texts:
The Handmaid’s Tale, Tess of the D'urbervilles

Unit Seven:
Suspense

Films:
The Maltese Falcon, The Birds, M, Cape Fear, The Godfather

Texts:
The Big Sleep, various Poe and Stephen King short stories

General Guidelines

Supplies:  Binder, notebook/lined paper, pen/pencil.

Notebooks:  Keep a binder and take notes.  Note-taking is an important skill and you are expected to take notes during class.  You should also take notes while you are viewing / reading.  

Assignments:  Assignments will be listed on the board.   If you are absent, email me or phone/text a friend.  If all else fails, see me on the day you return to school.  Make-up work due to illness must be completed within 5 school days of your return to class; failure to comply will result in a zero. 

Reader / Viewer Response Journal:  Writing topics related to current reading or viewing selections will be assigned frequently.  Each response should be at least one page in length.  Journals will be collected periodically, so keep up with assigned topics.

Grading:  You will be graded using a total point system.  Homework assignments, group assignments, quizzes, test grades, essays, and papers each hold a specific point value.  The general range will be as follows:

Assignment………..Approximate Point Value

Essays………………………………..…60-100

Quizzes………………………………….25-50

Tests………………………………….. .50-100 Journal………………………………..…10/entry

Midterm / Final…………………..….…200-400


Projects (group /individual)……………100-200

Homework……………………….…….10-30

Classwork (including group work)….…25-50

