Civics Chapter 11 Guided Reading
11-1 DIRECTIONS: Write an answer to each question below in the space provided.
1.  What is public opinion?

2.  Why are government officials interested in public opinion?

3.  What makes up the mass media?

4.  What do interest groups do?

5.  What are the three features of public opinion? Define them.

6.  Why is public opinion on political candidates considered unstable?

7.  Why is measuring public opinion by using election results considered unreliable?

8.  What are some criticisms against polling?

9. As you read, write three questions about how public opinion

is formed. After you have finished reading, write the

answers to these questions.

1.

2.

3.
11-2DIRECTIONS: Write an answer to each question below in the space provided.
1. What does the print media include?

2. What does the electronic media include?

3. What is the most popular form of mass media?

4. What is the public agenda?

5. Why would a government official leak information to the media?

6. What does it mean to say the mass media plays a “watchdog” role over government activities?

7. How does the First Amendment protect the media?

8. What does the FCC do?

9. Complete this outline as you read.
I. Setting the Public Agenda

A. __________________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________________

II. Candidates and Elections

A. __________________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________________

III. Elected Officials

A. __________________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________________

C. __________________________________________________________

IV. Watchdog Role

A. __________________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________________

V. Media and National Security

A. __________________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________________

11-3 DIRECTIONS: Write an answer to each question below in the space provided.
1.  What does it mean to be impartial?

2.  What are special-interest groups?

3.  What is the difference between private and public interest groups?

4.  What is public policy?

5.  Why might a lawmaker want to interact with a lobbyist?

6.  What are seven propaganda techniques that interest groups use to influence public opinion?

7.  Why has lobbying been criticized in the past?

8. As you read, write three details about the different types of interest groups. Then write a general statement on the basis of these details.

1.

2.

3.
