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UWF WRITING LAB

CREATING AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY IN MLA STYLE
The following information is adopted from the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th edition, 2009. This handout only covers the proper format and convention for annotated bibliographies in MLA format. For other MLA style guidelines, please see appropriate handout. 

Format: The annotated bibliography for a paper written in MLA format follows the basic format of the works cited page. The typical title, Annotated Bibliography, is centered one inch from the top of the page, and it is not italicized nor surrounded by quotation marks. 

[image: image1]
The first entry will appear one double-spaced line below the title, and all entries should be in alphabetical order. Annotated bibliography citations contain the same information that works cited citations do, and the hanging indention is used when an entry’s information exceeds one line. The entry for each citation is usually brief, a few sentences to a paragraph, and immediately follows the citation. All of the entries must be approximately equal in length. 

The Entries:
An annotated bibliography contains descriptive or evaluative comments on the sources and often includes one or all three of the following elements: a summary, an assessment, and a reflection. More often than not, an annotated bibliography is a brief summary of a source and, sometimes, an evaluation of that source, but you should always consult your assignment for proper instruction on what you need to include in each entry. The following are some questions you may want to consider when constructing an entry (These questions are informed by Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab).   
Summary: What is the main argument of the source? What topics are covered? If someone were to ask you what the article or book is about, what would you say? Does your entry both summarize the source without including minutia? 

Assessment: Is it a useful source for your prospective project? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source?
Reflection: Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?
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   Laura N. Josephson


   Professor Bennett


   Humanities 2710


   8 May 2008


Annotated Bibliography


   Mandel, Jerome. “The Grotesque Rose: Medieval Romance and The Great 


   Gatsby.” Modern Fiction Studies 34 (1988): 541-558. Web. 8 Nov. 


   2007. 


		   	Mandel argues that Gatsby follows many of the conventions of 


   	   medieval romance and analyzes East and West Egg as competing courts, 


   	   Buchanan as a


   prince/Lord, and Daisy as an unattainable queen/fair lady. Gatsby and Nick are 


both construed as knights; Jordan is only mentioned in passing as a sort of 


attendant figure for Queen Daisy. This whole analysis seems somewhat farfetched.


Thompson, Stith. The Folktale. New York: Dryden, 1946. Print. 


		A comprehensive survey of the most popular folktales, including their histories and their uses in literary works. 
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