Independent Reading Assignment

After selecting and reading a novel independently, you will write a letter to the author.  The book need to be one that you embrace and connect with, so if you find yourself reading a book you hate, consider selecting another book.  

	
	Required Elements
	

	
	Friendly Letter Format

Follow the format for a friendly letter (see back).  Be sure to include the date you wrote the letter, your address, a salutation (Dear Ms./Mr.___), a closing (Sincerely, Yours truly, etc.), and your signature.  This must be typed, single-spaced (double between paragraphs), and submitted to turnitin.com.
	_____/10

	
	Reflections

What thoughts, feelings, and reactions did you have as you were reading?  Incorporate at least three reflections on specific parts of the novel. These are NOT summaries.
	_____/15

	
	Connections

Include connections you made while reading.  Did the characters, conflict, or setting mirror your life in any way? What strengths or flaws do you share with a character or characters in the book?  What did the book show you about your world that you never noticed before?  Why was the work meaningful to you?  What can you apply to your life?  Make at least three connections.
	_____/15

	
	Structure/Style

Write several paragraphs (at least five) that flow and show organization.
	_____/10

	
	Express Yourself

Write honestly, using your natural voice.  DO NOT SUMMARIZE the plot or analyze the works literary merits.  The author wrote the book and already knows what happened.  Explain how it affected you.  Letters are conversational and friendly.  
	_____/10

	
	Usage/Grammar


	_____/5

	
	Mechanical Errors


	_____/5


 PART 1:  Letter to the Author
PART 2:  Poster Advertisement (30 points)

1. Design a poster to advertise your book.  You must include the author, title, and appropriate imager.  Your poster may not duplicate the book jacket.
2. The design and style of your poster should reflect the central purpose of your book.  Is it a mystery, romance, historical fiction, self-help, fantasy, or another genre?
3. Include blurbs and/or reviews written about the book.
4. Include a few sentences about the book’s them.  Try to invoke an emotional response from those who will see your poster.
PART 3:  Presentation
1. Present your poster to the class.  

2. Give a brief summary of the story and what you liked most about it.

3. Would you recommend the book and to whom?  Why or why not?

4. Be prepared to answer specific questions about your book.

5. DO NOT include any spoilers.
