Ms. Kennedy 

8th Grade Writing


Writing a Persuasive Essay
The objective of a persuasive essay is to “win” the reader over to your side of an argument. In order to do this you must show that you have a valid argument, allowing the reader either to adopt your position or to “agree to disagree”. The reader can “agree to disagree” when the writer acknowledges the opposing view. An important part of the argumentative essay is to use evidence to support one’s own position and to disprove the opposing argument.

	Basic Essay Format

	I. Introduction

II. Body
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A. First point and supporting info
B. Second point and supporting info
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C. Third point and supporting info

III. Conclusion
	


Tips for writing:
Now that you know how to format a persuasive essay, it’s time to begin writing. 

( Don’t use first person. Instead of saying, “I don’t think global warming is worth worrying about,” you might say, “A two degree rise in temperature over the last hundred years makes global warming a trivial problem.”

( Be prepared to back up your thesis with facts. Use statistics, quotations and other evidence supporting your thesis.

( Anticipate the opposition! Be prepared to make concessions. This will help you to write as if you were debating a real person instead of a piece of paper!

( Perhaps the biggest mistake people make when writing a persuasive essay is forgetting to support opinions with facts. Remember that each claim you make must be supported by solid evidence if your argument is to hold up.

( Remember: You don’t have to win the reader over to your side. Your objective should be to persuade the reader to consider your position and accept it as another logical point of view.

	Persuasive Essay Format
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Introduction Paragraph
1.       Interest Grabber – get your reader’s attention! Use strong or descriptive language.

2.     State your opinion – (Try not to use “I think” or “I believe.” Try to say it in a more sophisticated way.)
3.      Reason #1

4.      Reason #2

5.      Reason #3

6.      Concluding statement – re-state opinion in different words
Body Paragraph #1:  5-6 sentences
In one sentence, re-state Reason #1 – use a transition word or phrase like “To begin with.”  Support this reason with specific examples, an anecdote, a counter argument, a comparison, observation, prediction, or expert testimony (quotations). Include showing, not telling, figurative language, sensory writing and other writing strategies.
Body Paragraph #2:  5-6 sentences
In one sentence, re-state Reason #2 – use another transition like “In addition.”  Support this reason with specific examples, an anecdote, a counter argument, a comparison, observation, prediction, or expert testimony (quotations). Include showing, not telling, figurative language, sensory writing and other writing strategies.
Body Paragraph #3:  5-6 sentences
In one sentence, re-state Reason #3 – Use another transition like, “Furthermore.”  Support this reason with specific examples, an anecdote, a counter argument, a comparison, observation, prediction, or expert testimony (quotation).  Include showing, not telling, figurative language, sensory writing and other writing strategies.
Conclusion Paragraph
1.       Re-state your opinion – Use another transition like, “In conclusion.”
2.     Summarize Reason #1 – use different words
3.     Summarize Reason #2 – use different words
4.     Summarize Reason #3 – use different words
5.     Powerful ending statement – wrap it up!
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