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CATCH THE WAVE OF SUMMER READING BLOG
Be cool while you’re not in school by being a part of this summer’s hottest, new way of sharing what you are reading, while having great discussions and reflecting with your friends and grade level classmates.  You will have a chance to show off your ‘empowered’ writing skills as well!  Follow the steps below:
1.) Log onto www.google.com and ‘Sign in’ (upper right-hand corner) with the our school’s Google username and password: username: frsksblogger@wtschools.org  password: frsks1234
2.) Find the ‘More’ tab at the top in the list of Google applications, and select.  In drop-down, click on ‘Blogger.’
3.) A.) Click on your grade’s blog (the grade you will be in in Sept.) in the ‘Reading list,’ left-side bar menu (for fifth graders, pay attention to whether you are in the A-L or M-Z group, depending on your last name.)
B.) If you get the ‘error’ message that contains the URL anyway, just click on it to take you directly to the blog.  
C.) If you get the message: ‘manage the blogs I’m following,’ click on it to bring up the reading list and click on your grade level blog. 
**If you have any trouble viewing the site or accessing the blog, please email Mr. Winsted jwinsted@wtschools.org  
4.) Once on your blog, be sure to read the essential question(s)/discussion topic that is going on.   Then freely respond to the question or discussion topic and/or post comment under someone else’s response.  Click ‘Post a comment’ OR ‘Reply’ to share your thoughts, feelings and reactions to anything you have been reading OR respond to other students’ posts.  
5.) When you are finished typing (and editing/revising!), click ‘Publish,’ but your post will not appear until it is ‘approved’ by an administrator.

*PLEASE REMEMBER:
· YOU MUST SIGN EVERY POST YOU CREATE WITH YOUR FIRST AND LAST NAME!!! AND BE SURE TO SIGN OUT WHEN DONE READING/POSTING!
· To be kind, respectful and appropriate in your posts and responses at all times. Before your posts can be viewed by others, they will be monitored and approved by administrators, so be sure and careful with what you write and say.
· The Gmail account and password used for this blog is for this blog access ONLY!
· To apply what you have learned about active reading and good writing techniques and strong vocabulary in your posts- use R.O.P.E.S. and sentence starters to write well-developed posts!  
· To edit for spelling and mechanics, and read over before posting to be sure what you have written MAKES SENSE!
· This summer reading activity is not required, but meant to fun and used for a mode of sharing and discussing books.  You must have your parent’s permission in order to participate, and if they say ‘no,’ it means ‘no!’
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**ALSO, SEE OUR SUMMER SUGGESTED READING BOOK LISTS 
ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE,
UNDER MRS. KRAUSS’S ‘PARENTS’/’LIBRARY LINKS’ TAB!**
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