HUMAN DEVELOPMENT - SYLLABUS

Instructor:   

Mr. Levin
Rooms:  

407, 416
Extra Help Days: 
***Always available by appointment***
Email:  

clevin@brrsd.k12.nj.us
Phone Extension:  
2760
OnCourse Site:  
http://brrsd.oncoursesystems.com/websites/10707267
Moodle Website:  
http://www.brrsdmoodle.org/course/category.php?id=3 

-  (Click on Mr. Levin’s Human Development Class)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In this course, you will survey the thematic topics of human development, personality, the learning process as well as the working of the mind and body.  As a result, you will be aided in understanding yourself, your personal needs and the desire for positive and constructive behavior.

CLASS RULES AND POLICIES:

DAILY EXPECTATIONS
You are expected to have a notebook, writing utensil, homework assignments and your agenda with you every day.  Also, unless otherwise stated by me, you are required to bring your book to class EVERY DAY.  Be sure to check the daily objective, which will be posted on the board most days.  Finally, be sure to remain in your seat until the bell rings!
RESPECT EACHOTHER!
We sometimes deal with sensitive subjects in this class, and it is imperative that you respect other people’s beliefs or opinions.  EVERYONE should feel comfortable and equal in this classroom.  Lack of respect or intolerance is unacceptable in this classroom – if there are any questions, I will be happy to further explain this after class.
NO CELL PHONES, IPODS, ETC DURING CLASS
If I catch you using a cell phone, iPod, PSP, Nintendo DS, etc during class time, it will be confiscated for the day.  You can find me at the end of the day to reclaim it.  Consequences will be more severe if this becomes a reoccurring problem.  
DISCIPLINE
If you are disruptive in class, caught using electronics, disrespectful, etc, there will be repercussions ranging from a zero for class participation, to detention, or a visit to your grade level administrator.  This will be discussed and determined on an individual basis.  
ATTENDANCE
Attendance in this class is mandatory.  ALL SCHOOL POLICIES REGARDING ABSENCES WILL BE FOLLOWED AND ENFORCED.  Don’t forget that more than 8 absences in a half year class will cause you to lose credit for the course.  Please alert me of any planned absences, such as class trips.  If you are absent from class but not listed as absent on the daily attendance sheet, you will be referred to the office for cutting class.    Assignments missed due to absences will be kept in the stacked shelf for your class.  
TARDINESS
When the bell rings, you should be in your seat and ready to begin class.  IF YOU ARE LATE TO CLASS, YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN A PASS.  If you are more than 20 minutes late to class, it will count as an absence.  
LEAVING CLASS
Leaving class should be avoided as often as possible.  You will only be hurting yourself by having to make up the missed work, notes, etc.  You must ask to go to the bathroom before leaving the classroom.  Any trips to the main office, guidance, band lessons, etc are only allowed if you have a pass.  

CHEATING AND PLAGARISM
School Policies will be followed in regards to cheating and plagiarism.  Teachers have many resources to check if a paper or assignment is plagiarized so DO NOT run the risk.  If I catch you copying someone else’s homework, both you and the person whose work you borrowed will receive a FAILING GRADE.  If I catch you cheating on a test or quiz, I will take your test/quiz and you will receive a FAILING GRADE.  Be advised that I pay very close attention during tests/quizzes and remember that a failing grade has a huge impact on your overall grade.  If you are caught cheating, you will not be able to make up that assignment.
LATE ASSIGNMENTS and ABSENCES
Late assignments will only be accepted up to 10 school days after their due date.  You will only receive 10 points off if handed in one day late and will be given and additional 5 points off for each day late after that   (barring any extenuating circumstances that are approved by me).  For example… 1 day late:  a 90 would now be a 80; 2 days late:  a 90 would now be a 75; 3 days late: a 90 would now be a 70, etc.  If you feel the need to complete the homework while in class, you will receive a Zero.  Homework is to be done at home.

Turning in a late assignment is YOUR responsibility; I will rarely, if ever, remind you to turn it in. If you are absent, any handouts you missed will be in your class’s respective stacked shelf (located on my desk in the back of room 407).  Check the sheets sticking OUT of  your classes folder first.  Your name will likely be on the sheet that you missed.  
EXTRA HELP
I am available for extra help by appointment.  Just let me know what day(s) work for you and we will schedule a mutually convenient time to meet up.  There are a few periods during the day where I do not have classes, so I may be available to help during those periods, as well as before and after school.  PLEASE FEEL FREE TO EMAIL ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE AT ANY TIME.
MAKING UP MISSED TESTS/QUIZZES

Quizzes and Test can not be made up in class unless there is an extenuating circumstance.  It is YOUR responsibility to arrange a time to make up any missed assessments.  You have two weeks to make up any missed quiz or test or it will automatically become a zero.                                                                                                                                          
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All assignments will receive a number grade (or point value).  Different assignments will contribute to different parts of your final grade.  Your grades will be posted in the classroom for you to check and will be updated periodically throughout the semester.  
Tests and Quizzes: 


30%

Major Projects/Papers:  


30%






Class Participation:


20%

Other Homework:  


20%

TESTS AND QUIZZES
Tests and quizzes together make up 30% of your grade, so they are to be taken very seriously.  Tests will always be announced and given on the appropriate test days (to be announced later), unless approved by the class.  Quizzes may or may not be announced.  Quizzes will usually be given on material that I have asked you to read for homework or in class.  Tests and quizzes will be returned after EVERYONE has completed the assignment.  
MAJOR PROJECTS/ PAPERS

There will be several major projects throughout the semester.  There is also the possibility of a major research paper.  I will be sure to identify any papers/projects that I consider “Major” when assigning them.  

CLASS PARTICIPATION
In order to really learn a subject, you must start to form your own opinions about it.  Although you may not consider yourself talkative or opinionated, you must learn to at least begin forming your own opinions on a subject.  That is why class participation is a fairly significant portion of your final grade.  This will be based on your verbal contributions to class discussions, any in class assignments, as well as your attendance, etc.  

NOTEBOOK
A notebook is required for this course.   It is highly recommended that you invest in a three ring binder due to the fact that you will be receiving many handouts, worksheets and diagrams which will need to be organized.  Notebooks may be checked or collected at various times (announced) throughout the semester.  The content of this class is unfamiliar to most of you and you will struggle if you do not keep an organized notebook.  The notebook should be divided into sections for Notes, Homework, Handouts and Tests/Quizzes and all sections should be kept in chronological order.
OTHER HOMEWORK

Other homework assignments consist of smaller, one night assignments.  Most of these will be very simple and hopefully fun, so it should be an easy 20% of your grade.  DO NOT blow off these easy assignments.

Human Development  

Course Outline

Throughout this course, we will discuss many different topics and address many different issues.  This sheet is intended to give you a broad idea of the topics we will cover throughout the semester.

I.  Introduction and Research Methods (Chapters 1 and 2)


A.  Goals of Psychology


B.  Historical Approaches and Psychologists 


C.  Modern Approaches 


D.  Research Methods


E.  Ethics in Research

II.  Biological Bases of Behavior (Chapter 3)

A. The Nervous System

B. Functional Organization of Nervous System

C. The Brain

D. Endocrine System

E. Genetics and Heredity

F. Nature v. Nurture 

III.  Sensation and Perception (Chapter 4)

A. Thresholds

B. Vision

C. Hearing

D. Chemical Senses: Smell and Taste

E. Body Senses: Vestibular and Kinesthesis 

F. Perceptual Processes

IV.  Learning (Chapter 6) 

A. Biological Factors

B. Classical Conditioning

C. Operant Conditioning

D. Schedules of Reinforcement 

E. Social Learning

F. Cognitive Processes in Learning

V.  Memory (Chapter 7)


A.  Kinds of Memory


B.  Processes of Memory


C.  Stages


D.  Forgetting


E.  Improving Memory

VI.  Lifespan Development (Chapters 10, 11, 12)

A. Lifespan Approach

B. Heredity-Environmental Issues

C. Childhood Development

1.  Physical Development

2. Cognitive Development and Piaget

3. Kohlberg and Moral Development

D. Adolescence 

1. Puberty

2. Social Development 

3. Erikson and Marcia’s Identity Formation

4. Challenges of Adolescence

E. Adulthood

1. Marriage/Divorce

2. Death and Dying

VII.  Personality (Chapter 14)

A. Personality Theories and Approaches

B. Research Methods

C. Assessment Techniques

D. Self-concept, Self-esteem

E. Growth and Adjustment

VIII.  Psychological Disorders (Chapter 18)

A. Definitions of Abnormality

B. Theories/Diagnosis of Psychopathology

C. Anxiety Disorders

D. Dissociative Disorders

E. Somatoform Disorders

F. Mood Disorders

G. Schizophrenic Disorders

H. Personality Disorders

IX.  Treatment of Psychological Disorders (Chapter 19)

A. Treatment Approaches

B. Modes of Therapy

C. Community and Preventive Approaches

