Edmodo Summer Assignments:

1. “The Chrysanthemum”s: Using the multi-paragraph composition format, A) discuss the character of Elisa. Describe her personality using support by textual evidence from the story. Compare her to other characters in stories you have read who are similar. B) Discuss what you believe is Steinbeck's message using support from the story. C) Compare Steinbeck's style of writing to an author you have read that you feel has similarities and express why you believe the two authors have such commonalities.

2. “Hills Like White Elephants”:Answer THREE and #8 of the following questions with a paragraph each, citing examples from the text to support your statements.

1. What is important about what is not being said in the story?
2. Is the male character admirable? What does he want? How do you know?
3. Is the female character admirable? What does she have going for her? Explain with textual evidence.
4. What is the nature of their relationship? Use examples from the text to justify your response.
5. Why does she look with fascination at the fields and trees across the plain? Is her comment about the hills being like white elephants silly or profound? Explain.
6. The discussion of their relationship brings back the observation that the man can speak Spanish but the "girl" cannot, which leads to further conclusions about the nature of the relationship. 
7. Who do you sympathize with more, the boy or the girl? Explain.
8. Compare the main character in "Hills Like White Elephants" to the main character in "The Chrysanthemums" in a well-written paragraph.

3. “A Good Man is Hard to Find”: Answer FOUR and #16 of the following questions with a paragraph each, using evidence from the story to support your thesis statement:

1.All right, we've got to ask it: do you think the moment of grace is a moment of grace? Why or why not? How does the story change if it isn't?
2.If the grandmother's moment of grace isn't actually a moment of grace, what is it? And how do you interpret The Misfit's reaction to it?
3.Could the grandmother have something like the moment of grace without bringing God into the picture? How would that change the story?
4.If you do read the moment of grace as a real moment of grace or something like it, how responsible was she for it, and how responsible was the situation, The Misfit, or even God? Why does she receive it when she does?
5.Even if you read the grandmother's gesture as a moment of grace, does this moment lose its meaning since she dies right afterward?
6.How much do you think the story's meaning depends upon the religious perspective of the author? How much do you think it depends on the religious perspective of the reader? Is the author the best person to say what the story means? What does it mean to describe what the story "means"?
7.If you don't read the story religiously, does it work as well as a story? Does it have a message? Does it have as clear of a structure? How would you judge that? (Try to answer this question even if it isn't the way you read the story).
8.What's the grandmother really like? Is she a manipulative genius? A superficial and selfish woman? A rather average grandmother, with her share of human faults? A positively lovely lady? Does she remind you of other people you know?
9.Are any of O'Connor's characters sympathetic? Is the grandmother sympathetic? The Misfit?
10.Is the story hopeful or cynical? How do you feel at the end?
11.Why does The Misfit not order the grandmother into the woods with Bobby Lee and Hiram? Would he have done it anyway if he hadn't shot her first?
12.Given how much of the story seems to center on the grandmother and The Misfit, what do we do with the other characters? Are they just there for show or comic relief? Can it be a hopeful story if they die?
13.How do you think The Misfit sees the grandmother throughout the story? By the end? How, if at all, does she affect him?
14.Is The Misfit a believable character, and a believable personification of evil? Why or why not?
15.Could a grandfather have filled the role of the grandmother in the story?
16. Compare the main character in "A Good Man is Hard to Find" to the main character in "Sonny's Blues" in a well-written paragraph.

4. “Sonny’s Blues”; In a multi-paragraph composition, discuss the author's use of symbolism and dialogue and how each contributes to the author's style. Use evidence from the story to support your statements.

5. “Dover Beach”: Matthew Arnold’s “Dover Beach”—Interpretive Sentences Activity

Matthew Arnold's Background Info: Brought up in a rural setting by a father who believed in the ideals of classical learning, Matthew Arnold was, like his Romantic predecessors, enchanted with natural, aesthetic, and moral beauty. However, he was born into the larger Victorian era, a time of massive technological change, social turmoil, and political upheaval. England's industrial advancements were supported by the philosophy of utilitarianism, which dismissed religion as outmoded and stressed the value of material progress. Arnold believed literature and literary criticism were the means by which the masses could be taught how to live a cultured, moral life amidst the unpleasant realities of the industrial age.

Review Arnold’s poem “Dover Beach” online and answer the following questions:

1. Why are irregular lines and enjambment appropriate for a poem with a seaside setting?
2. What do references to nature and time contribute to the structure and meaning of the poem?
3. What does the speaker in "Dover Beach" have in common with the speaker in Shakespeare's Sonnet 29? Cite examples to support your statements.
4. Read the following critical response to “Dover Beach” and answer the question below. 

“Love Is Itself a Faith”

More than any other poem written in the nineteenth century, “Dover Beach” continues to echo through the consciousness of every generation of the twentieth century. To say why involves matters of both technique and meaning.
Compared with the characteristic product of Romantic or Victorian poets, “Dover Beach” is low-keyed. For all its conversational tone, however, the poem is remarkably ambitious in its claim to render a universal condition.
Unlike his predecessors and contemporaries, Arnold neither reaches for the sublime nor dwells on the sentimental in this poem. Instead, he writes a love poem that, incidentally, expresses the crisis of conscience brought about by the dwindling of religion—“the Sea of Faith”—and the rise of science. Science has transformed human life through industrialism and through the mass warfare that scientific inventions made possible. Against these bewildering developments, Arnold poses the notion that love is itself a faith to cling to and, by implication, that individual integrity and a humanistic vision broad enough to include the tragic conclusions of Sophocles are the only defenses against a world moving toward anarchy.

Defend or oppose the writer’s claim that “Dover Beach” is primarily a love poem. Cite examples from the text of the poem to support your statements.

6. Sonnets 130 & 29: 

Sonnet 130:
Answer each question as accurately as possible. Write at least 2- 3 sentences for each question. Give examples for each question from the sonnet.

1. What is the meter of a Shakespearean Sonnet?
2. What is the stanza structure of a Shakespearean Sonnet?
3. What is the rhyme scheme of a Shakespearean Sonnet
4. What and where is the "turn" in the sonnet?
5. What do you think is the speaker's view of love? Cite evidence to support your statements.
6. How is this sonnet different from most examples of sonnets from Shakespeare's day? Give evidence to support your statements.
7. Compare/Contrast Shakespeare's Sonnet 130 to Sonnet 18. Write 5-6 sentences using examples to support your statements. 


Sonnet 29:
Answer each question as accurately as possible. Write at least 2- 3 sentences for each question. Give examples for each question from the sonnet.

1. Do you agree/disagree that this sonnet follows the traditional Shakespearean Sonnet form? Cite examples to support your statements.
2. Where is the "turn" in the sonnet? Discuss why.
3. Who is the speaker and what is his emotional state? Cite examples to support your statements.
4. In Sonnet 29, what simile does the speaker use in lines 11-12 to describe his new state of mind?
5. What are the figures of speech used in Sonnet 29?
5. Cite some examples of imagery. 
6. Compare and contrast Shakespeare's Sonnet 29 and Sonnet 73 in 6-7 sentences.

Answer THREE and #8 of the following questions with a paragraph each, citing examples from the text to support your statements.

1. What is important about what is not being said in the story?
2. Is the male character admirable? What does he want? How do you know?
3. Is the female character admirable? What does she have going for her? Explain with textual evidence.
4. What is the nature of their relationship? Use examples from the text to justify your response.
5. Why does she look with fascination at the fields and trees across the plain? Is...

