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Thomas Hobbes 
-All humans are naturally selfish and wicked 
-Without governments to keep order there would be “war…of every man against every man” and life would be “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short”
-People must hand over rights to a strong ruler 
-Need a social contract- the agreement by which people define and limit their individual rights, thus creating an organized society and government  
-People act in own self-interest 
-The best government has power of a leviathan (sea monster) 
1. How does Locke’s view of human nature differ from Hobbes?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Which philosopher do you think had a more accurate view of human nature?  Why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What type of government do you think Hobbes would prefer?  Locke?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

















Date:  ______________________  PD:__________
John Locke 
-People can learn from experience and improve themselves 
-As reasonable beings, humans have the natural ability to govern their own affairs and to look after the welfare of society 
-All people are born free and equal, with three natural rights-life, liberty, and property 
-The purpose of government is to protect people’s natural rights, if a government fails to do this then people have the right to overthrow it
-Governments power comes from the consent of the people














