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Industrialization and Immigration
1.
After the Civil War, 1865, both the North and the South had to adjust to new ways of life.  For each, that adjustment was very different.

North-almost no physical destruction that comes with war.  Infrastructures still in tact.  No major lifestyle changes for average citizen immediately following the war.

South-had many challenges due to much destruction from war.  Railroads and roads had to be built or rebuilt.  Cities had to be rebuilt.  Men and women, black and white, planters and politicians and businessmen all had to adjust to post-war changes.

2.
U.S. had abundance of natural resources, a growing population and uses both to become a major industrial nation.  Coal and petroleum (oil) replace water as our newest sources of energy.  Transportation

no longer dependent on steam power or location of bodies of water.    

3.
In addition to coal and petroleum.  We also began mining tons of iron ore, the essential component in the production of steel.  Vast amounts of steel were being produced in the last quarter of the 19th century.  Steel was being used for railroad tracks, trains, ships, tools, buildings, factory equipment, bridges.  An Englishman, Sir Henry Bessemer, invented the first process for mass-producing steel inexpensively—known as the  "Bessemer Process." 

4.
Petroleum production first began in 1859 when the first oil well was drilled in Titusville, Pennsylvania.  Before that oil simply seeped to the surface of streams and springs and was siphoned off.  No one really knew what to do with it.  At first it was used as a machine lubricant in factories, then later for fuel.

5.
As important as natural resources were during this period, human resources were equally important.  Between 1860 and 1890 America’s population rose from 31 million to 75 million; that’s nearly 250%--this was mainly due to immigration.  Immigrants were racing to our shores in vast numbers from all over Europe and Asia. Most came looking for work.  That provided a large supply of human resources.  

6.
At first the U.S. was practicing a laissez-faire approach to immigration--there were no limits put it.  Later, we would restrict immigration. 
Ellis Island was the main port of entry for many of the immigrants, particularly European immigrants.  

7.
New waves of immigrants settled in cities in ethnic enclaves:  Little Italy, Chinatown, Germantown.  These were known as immigrant ghettoes. (Ghetto, by definition is a section of a city in which members of a minority group live, generally for social, cultural, or economic reasons)  In the ghettoes, immigrants continued to speak in their own native language and kept many of their Old World traditions in tact.  They started their own churches, formed social clubs and even had their own newspapers, just like in the old country.  

8.
Just like the Native American Indians were pressured to assimilate—blend in with mainstream America--new immigrants were pressured to do the same.  When they didn’t, when they held on to their ethnicity, they were viewed as problematic—just like the Indians.  They were stereotyped, blamed for low wages, the weak economy, and even accused of undermining the government.  Some Americans wanted immigration stopped completely.  Others wanted limitations put on it.  Distrust of foreigners and negative stereotypes and even hostility toward the immigrants was common.  In some states or cities, laws were passed to prohibit immigrants from holding certain kinds of jobs.  Their rights to a number of things were denied—they were barred from attending certain schools or joining certain clubs.

9.
Some immigrants were even physically attacked.  The Chinese immigrants who had worked the gold mines in the 1840s, 50s, and 60s and helped to build the railroads were especially persecuted.  The government put a ban on Chinese immigration from 1882-1892, because of public pressure to do so.  This was known as the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.   

10.
Another group, though not foreign-born, that migrated to large cities were Southern blacks—former slaves.  Still oppressed and denied opportunities in the south after the Civil War, blacks migrated in large numbers to cities in the north in search of economic opportunities.  Known as the Great Migration, thousands of African-Americans from the South moved to the North looking to escape the problems of racism in the South, believing they could seek out better jobs and an overall better life in the North. It is estimated that over 1 million African-Americans participated in this mass movement.  .
A few found work in factories, but most could only get jobs as cooks, janitors, servants and other service occupations.  Still, it was better than no job.  Blacks still faced discrimination in the North, but not as bad as in the South.  
11.
From the end of the Civil War in 1865 to the turn of the century the size of the labor force in America grew quickly because of industrialization.  Factory jobs replaced farming jobs.  Factory work was monotonous and repetitive and dehumanizing.  Workers became as mechanical as the machines on which they worked. Low wages, long hours, dangerous conditions, physically demanding work, no control over your work, and a feeling of powerlessness were common and were taking a toll on the American worker.  Companies cared little about the workers.  

12.
Children as young as six were employed as factory workers.  About ¼ of all the children in the U.S. did

not attend any type of schooling.  They worked full time in difficult and dangerous adult jobs.  Injury and death

was commonplace.  

13.
Labor unions formed to address work problems.  However, organizing workers to fight back

against all of the problems was not easy.  Workers often went on strike for better wages or working conditions.  
Several major strikes include the Railroad Strike of 1877, Homestead Strike, and United Mine Workers Strike.

14.
Some strikes became violent like the Haymarket Square Riot.  In Chicago a group of workers had gathered to protest the shooting of some striking union workers, and as the meeting was breaking up, a bomb was tossed into a group of police officers.  Seven people were killed and more than 60 were injured.  It was never clear who threw the bomb, but eight union leaders were arrested and found guilty of taking part in the crime.  Four were executed for murder.  Even though it was never proven that the Knights of Labor had a part in this incident, people generally associated the Knights with the Haymarket Square incident and branded union organizers as radicals and anarchists.

15.
Another major strike was the Pullman Strike, led by Eugene Debs of the American Railway Union.  When American Railway workers met with Pullman to protest their situation, they were fired.  The following day 10,000 railway workers walked off the job.  Rail traffic west of Chicago came to a standstill.  Pres. Grover Cleveland issued an injunction (court order) to force the strikers back to work.  Debs refused to obey the injunction was put in jail.  Without Debs leading them, the strike collapsed.  From that point on, employers sought injunctions to break up strikes.    

 16.
Union workers lost more battles than they won in the late 1800s and early 1900s, but some minimal legislation was passed which shortened work days, improved working conditions, eliminated child labor and boosted wages slightly.  But at least it was a beginning.  

17.
New companies, some of them quite large, were started.  The men who ran these companies became quite famous and were known sometimes as CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY, and sometimes, in a more negative light, ROBBER BARONS.    They saw themselves as fulfillers of the American Dream.  Some believe these men got rich by robbing their workers or stealing their competitors’ opportunities to realize that same dream.

18.
Many of these robber barons did get rich by buying out their competitors, and then consolidating the small companies into big, fat, powerful companies, some even becoming monopolies.  The big four were:

	Name
	Industry

	Cornelius Vanderbilt
	railroads

	John D. Rockefeller
	oil refineries (Std. Oil)

	J. Pierpont Morgan
	banking and finance

	Andrew Carnegie
	steel


19.
A new types of corporations emerged during this era—the trust.  Trusts were formed when several companies would give control of their operations to a single board of directors (trustees).  The companies did not merge; they kept their own identity.  Stockholders in AT&T stock still just owned AT&T, but the trustees for AT&T might be the same men who managed Coca-Cola.  These led to monopolies.  
These business arrangements did not benefit the public.  So in 1890, Congress passed the Sherman Anti-Trust Act to control monopolistic trusts.  However, it was neither very specific nor was it strictly enforced.  

20.
The largest and most important business in the US at the time was John D. Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Co.  Rockefeller used both horizontal and vertical integration to create his colossal corporation.  He gobbled up dozens of other refineries, expanding his company horizontally.  Next, he expanded vertically.  He bought barrel factories, warehouses, pipelines, freight cars, marketing agencies.  He became the leading symbol of monopoly, controlling 90% of all refined oil in the US.

21.
As more immigrants came and more companies built factories, cities began to grow quite large.  New York City became the second largest city in the world.  Some problems that cities faced include—bad housing called “tenements,”  water that wasn’t purified, poor plumbing, no parks, not enough public transportation, not enough fire or police protection.
22.
Eventually solutions to city problems came along.  Elevated trains, street cars, trolleys and subways

were built.  Taller and safer buildings and apartments were built.  New fire codes were passed.  All of this came

about because people known as social activists lobbied for these improvements.
The Gilded Age

23.
Gilded Age was a period of history from the end of the Civil War until the 1890s when politics were

extremely corrupt.  Many local and state and even some federal politicians were part of political machines

groups of politicians who used tough and often illegal means to stay in power.  The largest political machine was in New York city and was called the TWEED RING or sometimes it is called TAMMANY HALL.  This machine was led by William Boss Tweed.

24.
Eventually Boss Tweed and the Tweed Ring were removed from power due to the pressure put on him by political cartoonist THOMAS NAST.  Nast exposed the Tweed Ring to the public.

25.
President Ulysses S. Grant was among those politicians during the Gilded Age who were not altogether honest or hard-working.  Grant was involved in several scandals, including scandals involving patronage—the giving of government jobs to people because of political favors, not because they are the most qualified.  

26.
When Rutherford B. Hayes became president, he was the first honest president of the reform movement—a president who wanted to change things for the better.  Hayes and then James Garfield and then Chester Arthur all fought for reform.  They were known as Mugwumps.  Arthur finally got the Pendleton Act passed which eliminated the use of patronage and established the Civil Service system which meant only qualified people could be hired for government positions. 

27.
Yellow journalism was first used during this period.  Yellow journalism is when news stories are exaggerated and splashy headlines are used to get more people to read the newspaper.  William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer were two newspaper publishers who are well known for the use of yellow journalism.

28.
After the Civil War farmers were suffering because the economy was not stable and they endured several economic depressions.  Farmers asked the government to help them with some of their problems, but the government refused.  The farmers started something called the Agrarian Movement.  That movement eventually became known as The Grange.  The Grange fought for laws to control the railroads because the railroads were overcharging farmers to ship their crops and making their situation worse.  The Grange did not succeed because the railroad was too powerful.  The Grange eventually disappeared and in its place the farmers started another movement called the Populist Party.  
The Populist Party was more success in getting the farmers heard, but the farmers still didn’t get everything they hoped for.  The Populist Party included factory workers and others who were sympathetic to the problems farmers faced.  William Jennings Bryan was their candidate in a presidential election.

29.
The Populist Party was helpful in getting the Interstate Commerce Act which did have some control over the railroads.
30.
Other reform movements that started at the end of the Gilded Age were


Temperance Movement—movement to prohibit, manufacture, and sale alcoholic beverages.  Led by 
the WCTU—Women’s Christian Temperance Union--(Frances Willard).  Another group that fought for 
the same cause was the Anti-Saloon League led by Carrie A. Nation.  


Women’s Suffrage Movement—movement that attempted to get congress to pass an amendment 
giving women the right to vote.  Led by National American Women’s Suffrage Association. (NAWSA), 
leaders included Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Amelia Bloomer, Carrie Chatman Catt 

            and many others.  The women who fought for this cause were known as suffragettes
31.
At the end of the 19th century, American began to turn away from its policy of isolationism (not involving ourselves in the business of other countries) and turned toward a policy of imperialism (getting control of other countries either politically, economically or in some other way.)
Imperialism

32.
James Monroe issued the Monroe Doctrine, many years before, an American foreign policy which was against European countries interfering in the Western Hemisphere.  Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt became president and added a new policy called the Roosevelt Corollary which threatened other countries if they attempted to come to the Western Hemisphere to colonize. However, Teddy and other presidents empowered themselves to conquer other countries in the Caribbean and in Central America whenever they felt it necessary.

33.
The U.S. picked up several new lands during this period:

In 1867 we purchased Alaska.  William Seward was the Secretary of State who pushed for the purchase.  The Alaska purchase became known as Seward’s Folly or Seward’s Refrigerator.

In the late 1890s we took Hawaii.  Hawaii had been ruled by a queen (Lilioukalani) and the U.S. government removed her from the throne and annexed (took it as our own) the Hawaiian Islands.  We wanted these islands for a naval station, for the sugar and other natural resources, and as a way station for trading with Asia.
  At about the same time we acquired (got) Samoa.  We took it for the same reasons.
34.
Next, we set our sights on Cuba.  The Spanish had controlled Cuba ever since Columbus first set foot there.  The Spanish did not want to lose Cuba, but the Cubans were tired of the cruel treatment they received from the Spanish and resisted Spanish control.  The Spanish retaliated by making it all the worse.  By the late 1800s, American companies—sugar, tobacco, and other products—were well established in Cuba, and they too were having problems with the Spanish.  At first the U.S. government took a position of neutrality (refusing to take sides) between the Cubans and the Spanish, but  as problems grew, the U.S. threatened to drop their neutral position if the Spanish didn’t lighten up.  Pres. McKinley offered to buy Cuba from the Spanish and make it a U.S. territory.  The Spanish rejected the offer.  In the meantime, Cuban’s began to rebel. The Spanish retaliated by putting hundreds of thousands of Cubans and some Americans in concentration camps where many died from starvation and disease.  Their methods of torture were unspeakable, shocking the civilized world.


Back in the U.S. newspapermen William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer were cranking out sensational headlines (yellow journalism) describing in detail the events in Cuba.  People began to call for the president to take a more aggressive stand against the Spanish—this is known as jingoism.  

Jingoism:  a form of nationalism calling for aggressive foreign policy.  Many imperialists wanted military action in order to take over other countries.  It was one of the causes for Spanish-American War. 


Two incidents finally caused the situation to explode:

1) A Cuban secret agent stole a private letter written by Dupuy de Lome, the Spanish Minister in Washington, and gave it to the press, who was only to happy to publish it.  In the letter, the Spanish Minister described McKinley as “a weakling. . .a bidder for the admiration of the crowd.”  Certainly an insult to McKinley and some thought even to the U.S. as a whole.  

2)
A U.S. battleship, the Maine, had been sent to Cuba in January 1898 to protect the interests of Americans in Cuba against any possible attacks by the Spanish.   On Feb. 15,  while anchored in Havana Harbor the Maine, blew up and killed 260 men who were aboard.  The famous battle cry became “Remember the Maine.”


Eventually the U.S. declared war on Spain,  and the war would come to be known as the Spanish-American War, nicknamed by Sec. of State John Hay, “A Splendid Little War.”



The four causes:  Yellow Journalism, Jingoism, the stolen letter, Battleship Maine

It was a short war that began in April 1898 and was over in August 1898. 460 Americans were killed in battle or died of infected wounds, but 5200 Americans died because of diseases contracted there—malaria, dysentery, typhoid fever.  


Teddy Roosevelt led a group of men he called the “Rough Riders” in one of the battles—The Battle of San Juan Hill.  


The war was fought on two fronts: Cuba and the Philippines.  The Philippines were controlled by the Spanish too.  So, while we were fighting the Spanish in Cuba, we send Navy Commodore George Dewey, to attack Spanish naval forces in the Philippines. Dewey easily destroyed the Spanish fleet there, and took over the Philippine Islands.  Only one life was lost in the sea battle and that was due to heatstroke.  
Under the terms of the armistice (surrender), known as the Treaty of Paris, Spain:

1) 
recognized the independence of Cuba

2)
ceded Puerto Rico (now an American territory)

3)
ceded Guam (now an American territory)

4)
accepted American occupation of the Philippines

35.
Most Americans were happy to see Cuba get its independence, and no one had a big problem with taking Puerto Rico, since it was close to the U.S..  They saw Guam as an insignificant island, so it was acceptable to most to take it as well.  However, there was a big battle about taking the Philippines.  It turned into a bitter battle between the Imperialists and the anti-Imperialists.  The Imperialists wanted to keep the Philippines, the Anti-Imperialists wanted to give the Filipinos their independence.
36.
Filipino patriots had helped the Americans take the islands from the Spanish, but they wanted their independence in the end.  Once they figured out that the Americans would simply be replacing the Spanish, they revolted.  Led by Emilio Aguinaldo, the Filipinos fought back against the Americans., The battle for the Philippines lasted for three years.  For the next 15 years, much negotiating continued to go on, and in 1916 we promised the Filipinos that we would leave and give them their independence after another thirty years, which we did in 1946.

37.
After we gave Cuba its independence, Cuba drew up its own Constitution, and there was nothing in it about the U.S. or its interests in Cuba.  Congress responded by passing the Platt Amendment (1901)—

1)
barring Cuba from making treaties with other countries, which in essence gave us control over their foreign policy.  

2)
gave the U.S. right to intervene in Cuba to preserve independence, life and property, which in essence gave us control over their domestic policy. 

3)
required Cuba to permit American naval stations on its territory, which is how our naval base at Guantanamo Bay came to be.  

4)
prevented Cuba from any deficit spending

The Platt amendment pretty much put the U.S. in the driver seat and Cuba was just along for the ride.  Cuba became an American protectorate, a nation controlled by a stronger nation.  Cuba remained a protectorate for 33 years.

38.
Three Approaches to U.S. Foreign Policy (how we deal with other countries) in the early 20th Century


Big Stick Diplomacy --first identified with Teddy Roosevelt--stresses military might—Teddy Roosevelt 



saw America as the international police officer of the Western Hemisphere.

Dollar Diplomacy --first identified with William Howard Taft--stresses economic power and promotes 


economic growth & trade.  Taft described this as “substituting dollars for bullets.”  If the U.S. 


managed to get a country into the position of owing us money or depending on us heavily for 


trade and jobs, then we could manipulate them because they would be in debt to us


Missionary Diplomacy--first identified with Woodrow Wilson--stresses moral authority—goal is to 


promote democracy, constitutional government, and human rights in other nations.  Wilson



would prefer to just get along with other nations and even return to isolationism, but 



a series of events prevents that from happening, including our involvement in WWI.

39.
Open Door Policy—The U.S. wanted to trade with China, but a number of other countries had basically taken over the country economically and divided it up among themselves (spheres of influence).  Sec. of State John Hay proposed this policy as a means of opening up the country to free trade with all countries, including the U.S.

The Progressive Era

40.
Progressive Era—a period of reform (changes) of all sorts, led by average American people.  Many were urban, middle-class, professionals like teachers, ministers, social workers, etc. Took place in late 1800s and early 1900s.
41.
The Progressive Movement promoted something called social gospel—the belief that it is everyone’s responsibility to tend to the social needs of their communities—to see to it that people have enough food, a decent place to live, a job that pays a fair wage and provides safe working conditions. . .those kinds of things.    
Some of the reformers included:


Jane Addams—founder of Hull House (more or less like Providence House is today)

Ida B. Wells—fought in an anti-lynching crusade, and also fought for civil rights for African-Americans 



and women.

Upton Sinclair—writer who exposed all sorts of problems including the bad side of the meat packing 



industry (his book about it is called The Jungle)



Booker T. Washington--who suggested that equality for African-Americans would come when African-


Americans gained the education and skills to become valuable members of their communities.  


Washington was invited to become the first principal of the newly-founded Tuskegee Institute, a 


vocational school for African Americans in Tuskegee, Alabama. 


W.E. B. Dubois--a Harvard educated professor who headed the Niagra Movement, an early and 


influential civil rights group that would ultimately lead to the founding of the NAACP.  Unlike 


Booker T. Washington who promoted accommodation (minding one’s own business and not 



causing any trouble) among the black population, Dubois believed the struggle for human rights 


called for " ceaseless agitation” along with the "use of force” and possibly even “physical 



resistance."  One of his most famous books on the subject is The Souls of Black Folks

Charles Evans Hughes--prominent progressive reformist investigating abuses in the New York City 


utilities industry and the insurance business

Writers who wrote about the problems that needed to be solved were called MUCKRAKERS.  Much of what the muckrakers wrote was shocking, but unlike the yellow journalists, they weren’t writing what they wrote to sell newspapers.  Their intent was to simply inform the public so that once the truth was known, the problem would be fixed.  And it worked.  A great deal of the reform legislation that was passed during this era was due to the work of these journalists.

42.
In the South, Jim Crow laws had been passed which basically made discrimination legal and kept the south segregated.   (Remember separate but equal and Plessy v. Ferguson)  

43.
Voting reform was also part of the Progressive era. Robert LaFollette founded the Progressive Party which promoted many reforms including civil service, primary elections, and direct election of US senators.  LaFollette was the reformer who paved the way for direct primaries—where voters could vote directly for the candidates they wished to see on the state ballots.  Before this reform, candidates were selected through state nominating conventions.  Since the men who attended the nominating conventions were all part of political machines, there was no chance for reformers to get in unless that arrangement changed.  It changed in 1903 after LaFollette and his supporters pressured the state legislature to change it.  Other states followed suit.  LaFollette ran as a Progressive party candidate for president of the U.S. but was not elected.  

LaFollette introduced three other reforms (these should sound familiar from Civics):

1)  the initiative – giving citizens an active role in introducing new legislation that the legislature would have to vote on.

2)  the referendum – giving citizens an opportunity to vote on legislation that had been proposed by state legislatures

3)  the recall – allowing voters to be able to vote an elected official out of office.

44.
Teddy Roosevelt’s domestic reform policy came to be known as the Square Deal.  Roosevelt didn’t see the government as the “agent” for any one particular group.  In other words, he didn’t see the government as the agent for business or for the working man or for the middle class.  He believed that government should simply be the mediator of the public good.   As such, Teddy Roosevelt used his presidency as “bully pulpit” to promote his ideas.   Although Roosevelt wasn’t altogether against trusts, he passed some anti-trust legislation and gained himself the nickname The Trustbuster.  

45.
William Howard Taft who became president after Teddy Roosevelt, actually passed more anti-trust legislation than Teddy did. Taft never really wanted to be the president.  He was a judge and wanted to remain a judge.  He wanted to serve on the Supreme Court, and after leaving office he got his wish.
46.
Woodrow Wilson called his domestic reform policy New Freedom.  Wilson believed that monopolies would ruin a free enterprise (capitalism) system.  Taft had not been very effective at getting reform legislation passed.  The public let Wilson know that unless he did, he would not be reelected.  Therefore, Wilson worked hard to get a great deal of new legislation passed.  These included lower tariffs, new banking reform, establishing the Federal Reserve System, Clayton Anti-Trust Act, Keating-Owen Child Labor Act, and the Federal Trade Commission.  Wilson passed a great deal of reform, but because he was president during  World War I, that is what he is most remembered for, not his domestic policy.
World War I

47.
Two major powers in Europe just before World War I: 


The Triple Entente (a.k.a. the Allies)—Britain, France and Russia


The Triple Alliance (a.k.a. the Central Powers)—Germany, Italy, Austro-Hungarian Empire


(Italy will later change sides when the war breaks out)


Both alliances competed to be #1.

48.
The main rivalry, however, was actually between the dominant forces of each alliance, Britain and Germany.  The British were long established as the world’s more powerful nation, for both its colonization and trade.  Germany wanted to become Britain’s equal and was therefore ambitious to expand its own empire.  Many historians say this rivalry was the most important underlying source that led to World War I.  

49.
The rivalry was not, however, an immediate cause.  WWI really began after a major conflict over the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, who was the heir to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian empire.  Ferdinand was murdered on June 28, 1919 by a Serbian nationalist while visiting Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia.  Germany supported Austria-Hungary’s decision to retaliate against Serbia.  Serbia asked Russia to help with their defense.  It didn’t take long for things to escalate (get worse).  

50.
Austria-Hungary presented Serbia with a long list of demands, and a 48-hour period in which to comply. Serbia did not comply and Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia and World War I had begun.  The Germans and the British chose up sides as did other countries, and soon the entire world was at war.  The war began in 1914.
51.
Back in the U.S. Woodrow Wilson, president at the time, wanted the U.S. to remain neutral.  Unfortunately, that was not possible for several reasons:

1)
Some Americans sympathized with Germany (German-Americans, Irish-Americans)

2)
Some Americans sympathized with the British (including Wilson)

3)
News reports of German atrocities (most exaggerated propaganda by British reporters) caused more Americans to feel sympathy for and side with the Triple Entente

4)
American did not want to lose ANY trading partners.  British and French trade with U.S. was huge, particularly orders for war materials.

The U.S. gradually transformed from a neutral power to become the arsenal of the allies.

52.
Before the U.S. entered the war, Germans began using submarine warfare. In May 1915, a German

submarine (also known as a U-Boat) sank the British passenger ship, the Lusitania, killing 1198 people, 128 of

whom where Americans.  The British and Americans considered the attack unprovoked.

53.
President Woodrow Wilson demanded that Germany promise not to repeat such outrages, and

the Germans agreed.  But not less than six months later, the Germans attacked an unarmed French

steamer, the Sussex, injuring several American passengers.  Wilson gave the same warning to 

Germany, and once again the German government agreed not to repeat such actions.

54.
Americans were split, some believing we should remain neutral (isolationists) and some believing we should make military and economic preparations to enter the war (interventionists).  


At first Wilson sided with the isolationists, primarily because he had campaigned in his election year against war.  Once he was re-elected, he changed his position as tensions with Germany grew.  
55.
Wilson outlined his plan to Congress which called for a permanent League of Nations, led by the U.S.  It would be the job of this organization to keep world order.  Wilson believed that this goal was worth fighting for.  (Although the League of Nations would form, the U.S. does not become a member.  After WWII a similar plan is used to create the United Nations a worldwide peace-keeping organization)
56.
In January 1917, Germany launched major assaults in France using trench warfare.  At the same time, Germany began unrestricted submarine warfare against the ships of the Triple Entente and against American ships.  Then in February 1917, the British gave Wilson an intercepted telegram from the German foreign minister, Arthur Zimmerman, which was addressed to the government of Mexico.  The telegram said in the event the U.S. entered war against Germany, if Mexico would fight on the side of Germany and against the U.S., Germany would help Mexico get back the land the U.S. had taken from them.  The telegram was published in newspapers and Americans were now ready to go to war.  Wilson began to get support for his new interventionist position.

57..
Another event in March 1917 pushed the U.S. even closer to war.  A revolution in Russia, the Bolshevik Revolution, removed the czar, Nicholas II, from power.   The bloody coup was led by Vladimir Lenin who would replace the monarchy form of government with communism.

58.
The final push for war came in April 1917, when German submarines torpedoed three American ships.  Wilson appeared before Congress and asked for a declaration of war.  Congress debated but issued the declaration four days later on April 6, 1917.  So, although the war began in 1914, the U.S. does not enter the war until 1917.
59.
By the time the U.S. entered the war, the British and French had already taken a beating.  Casualty rates were extremely high.  The U.S. sent a fleet of destroyers to aid the British in destroying the U-Boats.  Americans helped plant submarine mines in the North Sea.  Eventually the U.S. sent American ground troops to assist with the fighting. (These soldiers were known as Doughboys)
60.
The Western Front was the name the Germans gave to a series of trenches that ran from the Belgian coast to the Swiss border. To imagine this, think of a ditch deep enough to stand in, zigzagging its way from Bossier City to the other side of Marshall, Texas. Nearly constant machine gun fire caused terrible casualties on the Western Front. Both sides had dug trenches, sometimes only a mile or two apart , using the trenches as their only protection from the gun fire. 
61.
The U.S. didn’t have a sufficient number of ground troops to send into battle, so Wilson lobbied for a national draft.  The draft brought another three million American men into the Army.  Another two million joined other branches of the military.  It took until the spring of 1918 to get enough troops in place to make a difference.  But once there, it only took American soldiers just eight months to win the war.  U.S. troops were commanded by General John. J. “Black Jack” Pershing.  
62.
Enemy lines had been pushed back to their own border and were facing the threat of invasion in their own country.  Germany called for an immediate cease fire (armistice), to negotiate a peace settlement.  General Pershing wanted to keep going.  However, the other allied leaders accepted Germany’s proposal.  “On the eleventh day of the eleventh month at the eleventh hour,” November 11, 1918, World War I, also known as The Great War, ended.
63.
The government used two methods to raise money to pay for the war:

1)
Liberty Bonds – $23 billion in government bonds sold by 1920.

2)
New Taxes – the 16th amendment had just been passed and was passed making income tax permanent and graduated.  Individuals and corporations would both pay at a graduated rate, some as high as 70%.

64.
While the war was in progress, a number of events were taking place on the home front:
1)
War Boards were formed—these established private sector governing bodies to supervise 

specific areas of the economy to assist in the war effort, such as food, transportation, energy, labor, and military supplies.

2)
Women War Workers—large numbers of women filled in for men at factories and other jobs 

      while men were gone to war.

3)
Propaganda Campaign—government believed a requirement for winning the war 

was uniting public opinion behind the war effort.  The Committee for Public Information distributed brochures and printed propaganda posters and controlled news reports for this purpose
64.
Congress passed three acts--the Espionage Act, the Sabotage Act, the Sedition Act, making it illegal to express publicly any opposition to the war, the military and the president, and illegal to interfere with the draft,.  Anyone who violated these new laws was to be criminally prosecuted.  It took little or no evidence to find someone guilty.  More than 1500 Americans were prosecuted in 1918 alone.  The most frequent targets were Germans, Irish, Jews and other immigrants.
65.
Wilson’s peace plan for after the war ended was called Fourteen Points.
1)
New nations and new boundaries would be established.

2)
Five general principles would be established to govern international conduct in the future.

3)
Establishing a world governing body to be known as the League of Nations to enforce  #1 and #2.

66.
The European nations who had fought in the war agreed to the idea of the League of Nations, but Congress and the American people didn’t like it—they wanted to go back to being an isolationist country again.
67.
The peace treaty ending World War I is called the Treaty of Versailles.  The treaty included a proposal about the League of Nations.  Congress changed the treaty and Wilson refused to sign it.   Wilson took his case to the public to ask for their support.  He traveled cross country by train for three weeks, traveling over 8000 miles, speaking at least four times a day to crowds across America.  While on tour, Wilson collapsed and days later he suffered a stroke.  He lie near death for two weeks.  He conducted no public business for six weeks.  His wife and his doctor shielded him from the public and gave no information to the public about his condition.  Ultimately, Wilson recovered enough to resume a limited schedule.  Wilson was an invalid for the remaining eighteen months of his presidency, suffering from partial paralysis and diminished mental abilities.

68
The Treaty of Versailles was sent back to the Senate for approval.  Fifty amendments were added to it.  The fifty were later cut to fourteen amendments.  Wilson refused to sign it, saying “no” changes of any kind would be acceptable.  The treaty did not get approved, and the League of Nations idea died along with the treaty.

69.
Some feared that communism would spread to the U.S. or other places in the world following 

World War I, because Russia was trying to take over other countries.  This became known as the RED SCARE.

Roaring Twenties

70.
The 1920s are often referred to as the Roaring Twenties, the Age of Normalcy, The Jazz Age and the New Era.  The Twenties was a decade of dramatic change.  

Immigrants were no longer welcome to come to America.

The economy was changing from a rural one to an urban one.

Automobiles were invented.

Many modern conveniences were invented.

Women got the vote.

Ladies hemlines and hairstyles got much shorter.

Prohibition was made law in 1920 and voted out a few years later.
And at the end of the decade, the stock market crashed and the Great Depression started

71.
Other major events:


Radio was invented.  (First station was KDKA, in Pittsburgh)

Charles Lindbergh flew non-stop across the Atlantic Ocean in an airplane (Spirit of St. Louis)

Electric refrigerators, washing machines, vacuum cleaners and wrist  watches were popular.


Ladies began smoking in public and wearing cosmetics.


The “modern” woman of the 1920s was called a Flapper.
72.
In New York City a new generation of black intellectuals created a flourishing African-American culture known as the Harlem Renaissance.  The Harlem poets, novelists and artists drew from their African roots in an effort to demonstrate the richness of their racial heritage.  Writers of this movement included:  Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen, Zora Neale Hurston, Marcus Garvey and James Weldon Johnson.  

73.
Jazz, a mix of ragtime, blues, and black spirituals, was invented by African Americans in New Orleans in the twenties.  Dixieland jazz is also known as traditional jazz or New Orleans jazz. As jazz gained in popularity, it spread north from New Orleans to Chicago, New York, Kansas City, and across the Midwest to California.  Dixieland jazz greats included trumpeter Louis Armstrong and pianist Jelly Roll Morton.  
74.
The blues was an important influence on the development of jazz. A highly expressive, predominantly vocal tradition, blues songs expressed the stories and emotions of African-Americans at the beginning of the 20th century. The blues were not only a type of music, but a state of mind and way of life for many African-Americans during this time.  Usually blues vocalists accompanied themselves on the guitar or sang with instrumental accompaniment of guitar, piano, harmonica, or sometimes homemade instruments.  One of the first great blues performers in the U.S. was Bessie Smith. 

75.
Prohibition, or the outlawing of the consumption of all alcoholic beverages, became law in 1919 with the passage of the 18th Amendment.  Some women’s groups (WCTU), religious groups, and reformers (Carrie A. Nation—Anti-Saloon League), fought for prohibition.  Religious groups believed that drinking was sinful.  Business leaders thought prohibition would reduce absenteeism at work.  Other groups blamed poverty, disease and crime on alcoholism.  Doctors spoke out about the dangers of alcohol consumption to unborn babies, citing that in families where the parents drank, the children were often mentally retarded.  However, the final and strongest argument for Prohibition came when the U.S. entered WWI.  The argument for prohibition then became that rather than used U.S. grain to brew alcohol, the grain should be saved for a higher cause, to aid the war effort.  Congress passed the proposed Amendment and 36 states ratified it in Jan 1919.  The law went into effect one year later on Jan. 20, 1920. (Of course, by then WWI was over.)

76.
Less than a year after its passage, it became clear that prohibition was not working well. President Harding even secretly stocked the White House with illegal bootleg liquor.  It produced conspicuous (obvious) and numerous violations which made it nearly impossible to enforce.  Prohibition made drinking more attractive to many people.  Consumption of alcohol by women and young people increased.  Speakeasies popped up all over the country—by 1933 there were more than 200K.  The government initially hired 1500 agents to enforce the law, but they were totally ineffective.  It was almost as easy to acquire illegal alcohol as it had been when alcohol was legal.  The only difference was who controlled it.  Before Prohibition it was legitimate businessmen, but during Prohibition it was organized crime figures—Al Capone, etc.Prohibition laws became the most disliked and disobeyed laws in U.S. history.  Those who were for Prohibition were called “drys.”  Those opposed to it “wets.”  The wets and drys fought about the issue and ultimately the wets won when the 18th Amendment prohibiting alcohol was repealed by the 21st amendment.  
77.
Nativism (anti-immigrants) and racism were apparent before and during WWI, but in the Twenties, both became widely popular views in the 1920s.  
Racism peaked after the premier of the film the Birth of a Nation which celebrated the KKK.  The KKK not only intimidated blacks, but also Catholics and Jews and anyone who was foreign born.  Their acts of terror included lynching, tarring and feathering, public whipping and arson.  Klansmen not only persecuted immigrants and blacks and Jews and Catholics, but also white Protestants who were considered irreligious, sexually promiscuous, drunkards, and anyone seen as a threat to morality and traditional values.

78.
Thousands of immigrants were also persecuted and many false arrests were made.  The most famous nativism case was that of Sacco and Vanzetti, two Italian immigrants who were charged with murder.  The case against them was questionable, and ethnic prejudice led to widespread presumption of guilt.  They were convicted and sentenced to death.  Over the next few years, support for Sacco and Vanzetti grew, but all requests for a new trial or a pardon were denied.  They were both executed in 1927, amid worldwide protests.

79.
Widespread racism following WWI caused the NAACP to urge blacks to defend themselves and demand government protection.  However, most African-Americans had little choice but to cave in to the social and economic subjugation (defeat) being forced on them.   It would be forty more years before a successful movement toward Civil Rights would develop.

80.
Another major controversy of the Twenties was the conflict over the place of religion in a modern society.  The two opposing sides on this issue were:

     
Modernists—mostly urban, middle-class men and women who attempted to adapt religion to the teachings of modern science and modern society. 


Fundamentalists-- mostly urban, middle-class men and women who attempted to preserve traditional faith and maintain religion as the central point of American life.  They insisted the Bible be interpreted literally.

81.
The most controversial issue revolved around the teaching about the creation of mankind.  The Modernists adopted Darwin’s theory of evolution and the Fundamentalists wanted only the Biblical story of creation to be taught.  Proponents for each side proposed legislation to settle the issue.  Some states passed laws forbidding the teaching of Darwin’s Theory of Evolution or anything other than the “divine creation of man as taught in the Bible.”

82.
The Scopes Trial, sometimes called the Monkey Trial, was the best-known trial of the decade.  Its main issue was the public school’s right to teach the science of evolution.    In Tennessee a twenty-four year old Biology teacher, John T. Scopes, defied a law which said teachers could not teach about evolution, and he was arrested for doing so.  A famous attorney, Clarence Darrow, defended Scopes.  William Jennings Bryan, headed up the prosecution for the state of Tennessee.  Darrow attempted to prove that church doctrine is being imposed on public schools because this Tennessee law tells citizens what they should believe.  Bryan accused Darrow of wanting to slur the Bible.  Journalists from across the country came to Tennessee to cover the trial.  Scopes was convicted and fined $100.  The case was ultimately dismissed in a higher court on a technicality.  

83.
The two presidents who dominated Twenties politics were Warren G. Harding and Calvin Coolidge.  Harding was not considered to be a strong leader and is often considered to be one of or the worst presidents.  He was involved in several scandals, the most memorable being the Teapot Dome Scandal.  This was a scam in which government lands were used to make money by Harding’s friends with his permission.  Harding died shortly after the scandal became public. 


Coolidge became president and was quite honest—Harding’s opposite.  Coolidge, like Harding, took a passive (inactive or at least reactive) approach to the presidency.  Coolidge had had very few accomplishments before becoming president. Coolidge turned out to be even less active as president than Harding, believing that the government should interfere as little as possible in the life of the nation.  He proposed no significant legislation, took little to no part in either domestic or foreign policy.
The Great Depression
84.
The Great Depression is the most severe economic hardship our nation has ever faced.  High unemployment, loss of land, loss of property, homelessness and starvation strained both the political and social fabric of our nation.  Although it cannot be pinpointed exactly when the Great Depression began or ended, the two dates generally considered to be the beginning and end are:    

October 29, 1929—The day the stock market crashed (Also known as Black Tuesday)

December 7, 1941—The day the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and the U.S. entered WWII.

85.
Some causes for the Great Depression include:


1)
Uneven distribution of wealth—The poor people could not stimulate the economy because they didn’t have enough money to buy anything.  The rich people did not stimulate the economy because they used their money for non-productive things like investing in the stock market (which does not create jobs)


2)
Falling crop prices—farmers were in debt, couldn’t make a profit, 1/3 of all farmers lost their land.


3)
High tariffs on U.S. exports—after WWI European countries needed money to pay their war debts.  The charged high tariffs on American goods which meant demand for American goods went down which meant U.S. jobs were lost.


4) 
Overspeculation in the stock market


5)
Overuse of credit—70% of all purchases were on borrowed money.  People didn’t put any money in the bank to fall back on in hard times.


6)
International debt—U.S. banks loaned money to European countries instead of Americans.
85.
During the Great Depression, over 9000 American banks either went bankrupt or closed their doors to avoid bankruptcy between 1930 and 1933.  Millions of depositors lost their life savings.  Bank runs became a shockingly common occurrence.  Partly as a result of the bank closures, the nation’s money supply greatly decreased.    The declining money supply meant a decline in purchasing power, and thus deflation.  Prices were reduced, production cut back, and workers laid off.  Nationwide 25% of the American work force was unemployed, with some areas experiencing rates of unemployment as high as 80%.  
86.
Soup kitchens and bread lines formed, just so people would have food to eat--primarily operated by churches or other charitable organizations.    

87.
Great Plains was suffering from one of the worst droughts in the history of the nation.  Beginning in 1930, the region, which became known as the “Dust Bowl” and which stretched from Texas to the Dakotas, experienced a steady decline in rainfall, accompanied by an increase in heat.  The drought continued for ten years. Hundreds of thousands of families from the Dust Bowl (often known as Okies) left their farms and traveled to California and other states looking to start over.  Unfortunately, they found conditions little better than those they had left.  Owning no land of their own, many worked as agricultural migrants.  

88.
The severe economic problems caused racism to once again rage.  One particularly notorious example of racism that attracted national attention was the Scottsboro case.  In March 1931, nine black teenagers were taken off a freight train in northern Alabama and arrested for vagrancy and disorder.  Later, two white women who had also been riding the train accused them of rape.  Overwhelming evidence, both medical and otherwise, proved that the women had not been raped at all; nevertheless, an all-white jury in Alabama quickly convicted all nine of the “Scottsboro boys” as they were known to both friends and foes, and sentenced eight of them to death.  The Supreme Court overturned their convictions in 1932, and a series of new trials continued through the 1930s.  A national defense organization came to their aid and began to publicize the case.  All were found guilty once again by white Southern juries.  Eventually all of them gained their freedom—four because charges were dropped, four because of early paroles, and one because he escaped from prison.  The last of the Scottsboro defendants did not leave prison until 1950.

89.
In 1924 Congress had approved the payment of a $1000 bonus to all the men who had served in WWI, the money to be paid beginning in 1945.  Because of hard times, in 1932 veterans were demanding that it be paid immediately.  Pres. Hoover refused.  So, more than 20,000 veterans, who called themselves the “Bonus Army” marched into Washington and set up camps around the city, promising to stay until Congress agreed to pay the bonus. Hoover ordered police to clear the marchers out.  A few marchers threw rocks at the police, and the police opened fire, killing two veterans.  The military was called in and using tanks and machine guns, the veterans were forced to leave.  More than 100 of them were injured, and one baby died.
90.
Another group of unemployed Americans who had lost their homes had built shantytowns from cardboard and discarded materials on the outskirts of many cities.  These became known as Hoovervilles, meant to be an insult to President Hoover--Americans held Hoover personally to blame for the Great Depression.  
91.  After one term in office Hoover was voted out and Franklin D. Roosevelt became president.  Franklin Roosevelt was president throughout the remainder of the Great Depression and through most of WWII.  He is the only president elected to office four times.

92.
FDR’s plan to get us out of the Great Depression was called The New Deal.  Roosevelt created a number of jobs programs to make that happen, such as:  

The TVA (Tennessee Valley Authority), CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps), WPA (Works Progress Administration).  He passed many new laws and started many new agencies in is FIRST HUNDRED DAYS in office.  

93.  One of Roosevelt’s first tasks was to stop the panic.  He was able to do that through the use of radio and his weekly “fireside chats.”  FDR explained to the American people, via radio, each week his programs and plans for rebuilding America.  The public responded; FDR received as many as 50,000 letters per day from people across the U.S.

94.
Roosevelt’s  closest advisors included:

A)
The Brain Trust—a group of Columbia University professors who became advisors to FDR.

B)
The Black Cabinet—a group of African-Americans appointed by FDR to high-level federal offices, acting as advisors to the president on matters involving African-Americans.  Leader of this group was Mary McLeod Bethune

C)
Eleanor Roosevelt—FDR was limited by his paralysis and Eleanor, his wife, became one of his closest advisers.  FDR described her as his “eyes and ears.”  She once said, “I am my husband’s legs.”  
95.
Roosevelt appointed Mrs. Frances Perkins to be the Secretary of Labor, making her the first woman ever to serve in a president’s cabinet
96.
Passage of the New Deal Acts came so swiftly that the Supreme Court began to examine these hastily passed new laws.  They declared a number of them unconstitutional—stating the president had overstepped his bounds and violated the system of checks and balances.   This made FDR mad, so he threaten to add six new justices to the nine justices that were currently serving.  He wanted to do this so he could “pack the court” with his handpicked justices.   This came to known as the “court-packing” bill.  FDR’s idea was unpopular.  Even his own party did not support it.
World War II

97.   In the 1930s, many new dictators came to power:


Benito Mussolini – Italy – Fascist Party


Adolf Hitler – Germany – Nazi Party


Joseph Stalin – Russia – Communist Party


Chiang Kai-Shek – China


Francisco Franco – Spain – Falangist Party
98.
This was made possible because not only was the U.S. facing a Great Depression, but so was most of the rest of the world.  When people are desperate, they allow anyone who promises a better tomorrow to take over—even when they are bad guys.  Some of these bad dictators promised the people in their countries that they would take over the world and make their country the greatest.  People believed them and followed them.

99.
The first country to do this was Germany who took over Austria and then Czechoslovakia, and then other countries.  The French and British were worried that they would be taken over also.  They asked for America’s help.  At first American’s didn’t want to get involved (they remembered how bad WWI was), but eventually we did help our European allies.  At first we helped by sending them ammunition and supplies  and planes and ships.  Later we sent troops.

100.
When Hitler invaded Poland in 1939, the British and French and other allies all declared war on Germany.  Ultimately the Germans captured France and were on their way to taking England, but the U.S. sent battleships and troops and turned the tide.  

101.
In the meantime, the Germans were rounding up all of the Jews in Europe and placing them in concentration camps (Auschwitz) and treated them badly or killed many of them in gas chambers.  This became known as the Holocaust.  

102.
The war was fought in Europe, in North Africa, in India and in several other places.  The hero generals for the U.S. were George Patton, Douglas MacArthur and Dwight Eisenhower (who later became president).

103.
While this was going on, Japan was also on the move, trying to take over countries.  We warned Japan to back off.  Instead of backing off they bombed our largest naval base, Pearl Harbor, in Hawaii.  We declared war on Japan immediately.  (This was on Dec. 7, 1941.)  The leader of Japan at the time was Hideki Tojo, a military leader who became the prime minister of Japan.  Germany and Italy sided with Japan, so three days later the U.S. declared war on them also.  To get back at the Japanese for bombing Pearl Harbor, the U.S. bombed Tokyo—Japan’s largest city.  The bombing raid was conducted by Pilot Jimmy Doolittle and his squadron.
104.
A turning point in the war was the Battle of Midway, a huge naval battle won by the U.S.

Next was a major turning point at the Battle for Stalingrad—the Russian’s soundly defeated the Germans in a long battle there.  Then Mussolini was overthrown in Italy by Allied Forces.

105.
Unlike WWI, which lasted only eight months, WWII continued for four years.  The prolonged fighting caused a number of changes at home in America.  Women went to work in factories (Rosie the Riveter).  Rationing took place—sugar, coffee, meat, butter, shoes, etc.  Liberty bonds were sold to pay for the war.   106.
Victory Gardens were planted to feed those at home to save other supplies for the troops.  Newsreels kept people informed about the war.  USO clubs entertained the soldiers.
 

107.  Tuskegee Airmen—most famous black military force in the war.

         Navajo Code Talkers—Navajo Indians who used their native language to send coded messages to troops on the battlefront.
108.
Japanese Americans taken from their homes put in internment camps for the duration of the war—propaganda made them out to be spies, when in fact they were not involved in any type of conspiracy.

109.
Final Battles of the War


D-Day Invasion (Operation Overlord)—America and its Allies stop the advance of the Germans and push them all the way back to Germany.  Germany surrenders. Known as V-E Day (Victory in Europe) Hitler committed suicide. 

Hiroshima—America drops two atomic bombs on Japan at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Japan surrenders and WWII is over. (Known as V-J Day (Victory in Japan Day).

When the war was over, the YALTA CONFERENCE was held.  Stalin (Russia), Roosevelt and Winston Churchill (Prime Minister of England) met at this conference to discuss how the world would be after the war was over. The main thing they agreed on was establishing the UNITED NATIONS.

Post World War II Foreign Policy

110.
After WWII, the U.S. and the Soviet Union (USSR) became great enemies and for decades this was known as Cold War.  The term refers to a state of war that does not involve bloodshed, but just fundamental differences in the ways the two countries saw the postwar world.  
111.
The Soviet Union tried to expand and take over other countries, making them establish communist governments.  These were known as satellite nations. (Domino Theory)  In a speech in 1946, Winston Churchill described this communist expansion policy by the Soviets and the Soviet’s split with the rest of Europe as an “iron curtain.”
112.
Just before WWII was officially over, Roosevelt died and Harry Truman became President.  Problems in several countries developed, including China.  Truman did not want to go to war, but he did not want communism to spread any further either.  Truman’s foreign policy (Truman Doctrine—“policy of containment”) stated that the U.S. would help any country that wanted to fight off communist takeover.  It was part of America’s foreign policy for the next thirty years.
113.
Marshall Plan – plan to rebuild Europe after the war.

114.
Korean War—Communists took over North Korea and were trying to take over S. Korea.  U.S. stepped in to help S. Korean fight off communist takeover.  Country was divided at the 38th parallel.  The Chinese and Russians helped the North, the U.S. helped the South.  The U.S. backed off after trying to unsuccessfully negotiate a peaceful settlement and the battle ended with no winners.  

115.
Dwight Eisenhower became president after Truman.  Eisenhower faced a situation similar to Korea in Vietnam.  North was communist, South wasn’t.  South Vietnam asked for U.S. military assistance.  We sent troops.  Communist leader in N. Vietnam was Ho Chi Minh.  We kept troops in Vietnam for nearly 20 years and then withdrew them.  Again, there were no winners.
116.
Eisenhower’s foreign policy was different than Truman’s.  Eisenhower didn’t just want to “contain” communism , but also wanted to remove communism from countries where it already existed (Eisenhower Doctrine.  Eisenhower threatened “massive ratalliation” (the use of nuclear weapons) if any communist country resisted.  We built up our arsenal of nuclear weapons and so did Russia
117.
John F. Kennedy become president  and his approach to foreign policy did not limit itself to merely an atomic weapons defense strategy.  Kennedy believed in a stronger and larger military force to battle for the spread of communism.  He encouraged the establishment of the Special Forces (aka Green Berets), a specially trained military group taught to fight using guerrilla tactics (aggressive, unconventional, radical).  He also favored expanding American influence through peaceful means.  Two of these docile measures included

A)
Alliance for Progress—series of projects designed to promote economic and political stability in Latin America.

2)
Peace Corps—program where young American volunteers were sent abroad to work in developing nations.

118.
Following up on Eisenhower’s project to remove Castro from power in Cuba, Kennedy approved the American CIA led Cuban invasion at the Bay of Pigs.  Castro’s army was waiting and well-armed and in two days crushed the American invaders. It proved to be a huge embarrassment for Kennedy.

119.
Equally embarrassing for the Soviet Union was the mass exodus of Germans crossing the border between East and West Berlin.  In response, the USSR directed East Germany (1961) to build a wall between East and West Berlin to stop the flow.  The Berlin Wall would be monitored by armed guards for @ the next thirty years.

120.
The most dangerous crisis of the Cold War took place in the summer of 1962.  American intelligence learned that the Soviet Union was sending nuclear scientists and equipment to Cuba.  Aerial photos taken by US spy planes revealed Soviets placing nuclear missiles in Cuba, aimed at the US.  To the Soviet’s this was a reasonable move because 1) it was their way of preventing another invasion of Cuba, their ally, and 2) the US had missiles in Turkey, aimed at the Soviet Union.  On Oct. 22, Kennedy ordered a naval blockade around Cuba to keep out all offensive weapons, and he threatened an American air attack on the missile sites.  On Oct. 26th the USSR agreed to remove all the missiles if Kennedy would pledge not to invade Cuba.  Of course, this offer came only after many other tougher and more threatening messages had been sent and rejected.  The world waited anxiously to see if the nuclear war would take place.  Kennedy accepted the offer and the missiles were removed.

121.
President Lyndon Johnson’s biggest foreign policy crisis was Vietnam.  Eisenhower and Kennedy had sent support to Vietnam for various reasons, but Johnson made the biggest commitment.  LBJ wanted to stop communism in its tracks once and for all in Vietnam and he made a full commitment of troops to do so.  Congress expanded Johnson’s power to make war by passing the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution.
122.
Everybody had different ideas about how to win the Vietnam War.  Some thought more bombing was the answer.  Some said more troops.  Some believed attacking communist enclaves in surrounding countries (Laos and Cambodia) was the answer.  Still others wanted to use nuclear weapons.  Johnson resisted.  He wanted the war to be over, but he didn’t want to leave a loser, nor did he want to destroy the reputation of the US in the process.  He also didn’t want to escalate the war any further, fearing the Chinese or Soviets or both would get involved.  His ultimate solution was not to run for reelection—he passed the problem to the next president, Richard Nixon.  Nixon’s solution was to train and equip the S. Vietnamese to fight their own war.  It was not altogether successful, but ultimately Nixon would just give up and bring our troops home.
123.
Numerous war protests in America had taken place.  One antiwar protest took place at Kent State University in Ohio.  A confrontation between protesting students and the Ohio National Guard resulted in the deaths of four unarmed college students.  Ten days later two more protesting students were killed at Jackson State University in Miss.  The public was outraged.  Congress quickly repealed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and stripped the president of his legal power to wage war.  
124.
Secret documents, known as the Pentagon Papers, published in the NY Times newspaper revealed that the government had been dishonest both in reporting the military progress of the war and in explaining its motives for American involvement.  The Vietnam War was very controversial for many different reasons.
125.
To prevent another Vietnam, Congress passed the War Powers Act.  This law requires the president to report to Congress within 48 hours after sending combat troops abroad or after engaging in any military action.  Troops must be withdrawn within 60 days unless Congress gives its approval to leave them longer.

Post WWII Domestic Policy Issues

126.
When Americans feared communist would spread to the U.S. (Red Scare) they suspected one another of being “communist.”  The Congressional House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) held widely publicized investigations to prove that Democrats in the House and Senate and elsewhere not only tolerated, but encouraged Communist spying.  The first target of this committee was Hollywood.  Republicans claimed that American movies were tainted with communist propaganda.  Writers, producers, directors and some actors were forced to testify before this committee about their political beliefs.  They were also asked to testify about the beliefs and activities of their colleagues.  Those who refused were jailed for contempt. (The Hollywood Ten).  Others were blacklisted in Hollywood.      Along the same lines, a couple named Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were accused of giving military secrets to the Soviet Union (Russia) and they were tried, convicted and executed for it.  There was almost no evidence to convict them, but most believe they were simply made an example of.  The most prominent anti-communist crusader was Senator Joseph McCarthy.
127.
America’s space program fired up in large part because of the Cold War.  When the Soviet Union announced in 1957 that it had launched a satellite—Sputnik—into outer space, the American government, and the rest of America, reacted with alarm.  It made us look and feel like losers.  Schools began to change curriculums to include more science and math courses. In 1958, the first “astronauts” were selected to participate in America’s race for space program.  On May 5, 1961, Alan Shepard became the first American launched into space.  The first man into space was actually a Soviet cosmonaut name Yuri Gagarian, who had gone up several months earlier.  On Feb. 2, 1962, John Glenn, became the first American to orbit the globe (again only after Gagarian had already done so.)  However, the U.S. was first to land a man on the moon.  In the summer of 1969, Neil Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin became the first men to walk on the surface of the moon.  
128.
The Civil Rights Movement took place in the 1950s and 1960s. (We covered it when we did the Civics review)
129.
John F. Kennedy, his brother Bobby Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King were all assassinated during this period of social unrest, as were many violent and non-violent civil rights leaders and protesters.  The killings outraged the public.  As a result President Lyndon Johnson passed several civil rights laws beginning with the Civil Rights Act of 1965 which provided federal protection to blacks attempting to exercise their right to vote.  This legislation did not satisfy everyone, because it merely addressed political rights, but did nothing to address economic issues (jobs, fair wages).

130.  More militant (violent) civil rights groups emerged, including the Black Panthers, led by Malcolm X and Bobby Seale.   Malcolm X would later be killed by one of his fellow Panther members.    

131.
Besides civil rights, Lyndon Johnson’s promoted his domestic policy plan—which he called the “Great Society.”  This policy had two main goals: strengthen the American economy AND expand the responsibilities of the federal government for social welfare.  The most important part of this program was Medicare and Medicaid.  Another part was his “War on Poverty” which created new educational, employment, housing, and health-care programs—also controversial at the time.  Johnson passed almost as much domestic legislation as Franklin Roosevelt.
132.
The buzz word in the late sixties and 1970s was “liberation.”  Every wanted to be liberated (free).  Liberation movements were led by African-Americans, Indians, Hispanics, women, gays  and young people in general.  Nearly an generation of young people openly rejected the conventions of middle-class society (“the establishment”)  and formed a counter-culture (Hippies).  

133. 
Watergate—scandal that ended presidency of Richard Nixon.  Nixon resigned as a result of it.
