Ms. Jennifer Kennedy

8th Grade Writing Strategies

Using Writing Prompts to Create Paragraph 1:

1. Read the entire prompt twice

2. Think about the information you are given

3. Begin organizing that information in a logical way

Practice:

Consider the meaning of the following quotation, how it relates to you, and how you see it impacting the world around you. 

“Action is the foundational key to all success.” 

    Pablo Picasso, Spanish Artist

Example:

Famous Spanish artist, Pablo Picasso said these words, “Action is the foundational key to all success.” Not only does the quotation relate to me, but it also impacts the world around me. 

*Now use what you know about the person to add some background information that relates to the quote.

What do we know about Pablo Picasso?

He is a very famous Spanish artist.

Now explain more, begin with a transition…

First of all, the meaning of the quotation becomes clear when we consider Pablo Picasso’s career. Even after his death, Picasso remains an important influence in the world of art. His work is known worldwide and his name is remembered by adults and children alike. These words represent advice from a man whose life was in many ways success. Picasso reveals the “key” not only to his success, but to “all success” is “action.” It is safe to say if Picasso did not have personal motivation to act: to paint, to sculpt, to sketch, to research, to learn, to take risks, to explore, to absorb his surroundings, internalize them and finally respond to them all of art, literature, music and architecture would not be what it is today.

Now what?

Paragraph 2: Relate the quote to your life and the world around you! Explain using multiple sentences. 

Paragraph 3: CLOSE READ THE SENTENCE. Take it apart PIECE-BY-PIECE like I showed you and talk about it in smaller parts.

Now YOU can practice: On a separate piece of paper create the first few sentences for each of the examples given below.

1. “Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any other.” – Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States

2. “Failure is success if we learn from it.” – Malcolm Forbes, American Publisher of Forbes Magazine/Entrepreneur

3. “I've failed over and over and over again in my life and that is why I succeed.” – Michael Jordan, African-American Professional Basketball Player (retired)

4. “Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm.” – Winston Churchill, British Politician/Writer

5. “Success is a science; if you have the conditions, you get the result.” – Oscar Wilde, Irish Writer

6. “Success is falling nine times and getting up ten.” – Jon Bon Jovi, Rock Star Bon Jovi

7. “Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has overcome.” – Booker T. Washington, African-American Educator, Author and Political Leader

8. “The most important single ingredient in the formula of success is knowing how to get along with people.” – Theodore Roosevelt, 26th President of the United States 

9. “The ladder of success is best climbed by stepping on the rungs of opportunity.” – Ayn Rand, Female Russian-American Writer 

10.“Success is dependent on effort.” – Sophocles, Ancient Greek Philosopher
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