Oedipus Rex Study Guide Questions

Lit Terms
Tragic Hero: a person who is neither good nor evil who commits an act that results in suffering and utter defeat
Hubris: pride, the defect of a character that causes the tragic hero to ignore problems
Vocabulary
supplication (16)-- a humble request
petition (17)-- a formal request to an official
pestilence (17)—a plague (terrible sickness)
insoluble (20)—cannot be solved
excommunicated (22)—kicked out
suppliants (24)—people who ask for help
obstinate (25)—stubborn 
instigation (29)—encouragement or urging
evasion (44)

reproach (51)

1. What is the situation in Thebes at the beginning of the play?

There is a pestilence in the city, and the people are sick and dying.
2. What news does Creon bring to Oedipus?

Oedipus must find the killer of former King Laius to save the city.
3. According to Creon, what happened to the former king, Laius?

Robbers/thieves killed King Laius while King Laius was out of Thebes (on a pilgrimage).
4. What does Oedipus decide to do about the former king’s death?

Oedipus decides to avenge King Laius’s death and find the killer.
5. Who is Teiresias? Why does Oedipus send for him?

Teiresias is a prophet for Apollo, and Oedipus sent for him for help with finding out who the murderer is. Teiresias is blind.
6. What are the rumors about Laius’s death?

Teiresias accuses Oedipus of killing Laius; however, the other rumors say that robbers attacked/killed Laius.
7. Why is Creon upset with Oedipus?

Oedipus blames Creon for framing Oedipus for murder. Oedipus accuses Creon of treason.
8. Why doesn’t Creon want to be king?
He doesn’t want the responsibilities of being king. He already has a king’s life, and when people need help, they see Oedipus, not him.
9. What does Oedipus accuse Creon of? What is Creon’s punishment for this crime?

Oedipus accuses Creon of treason (paying Teiresias to say that Oedipus is murderer). Punishment is banishment or death.
10. According to the Oracle, how was Laius supposed to die, and how was this prevented?

Laius was supposed to get killed by his own son.  He tried to prevent it by tying up the baby’s ankles and having him left on the mountain side to perish.
11. What does Oedipus realize after Queen Jocasta, his wife, tells him where King Laius was killed?

He also killed someone in the same location around the same time, which means that it could have been him.
12. What one word will save Oedipus from being guilty of killing King Laius? Why?

Robbers- because he was alone that day that he killed the man, so if the servant says it was robbers, it clearly was not Oedipus.
13. Why is Queen Jocasta happy to hear the news about King Polybus?

The news that he died of natural death means that Oedipus didn’t kill him, which means his oracle did NOT come true. 
14. How did King Polybus die? How was he supposed to die? 

He died of a natural death, but he was supposed to die by his own son, Oedipus. 
15. Why would one of King Laius’s servants have a baby tied up at its ankles?

Laius hired someone to bring the baby to the mountain to perish; he didn’t do it himself. 
16. Why is Queen Jocasta upset about the messenger’s story? Why doesn’t she want Oedipus to send for the other servant?
She realizes at that moment that Oedipus is her son—he was the baby left and found on the mountain.  She doesn’t want Oedipus to know about what actually happened, because at this point in the story, he hasn’t put it all together yet. 
17. Why does Oedipus realize that he has been “sinful in my begetting, sinful in marriage, sinful in shedding of blood!” (45)?

-sinful in his birth
-he is married to his mom

-he killed his own father
18. Why does Oedipus punish himself instead of killing himself?
He wants to suffer and feel true pain. He thinks death is too kind/easy.
19. What does Oedipus ask of Creon and why? Who is he most concerned about?

· Proper burial for Jocasta
· Take care of daughters

· Let Oedipus be banished; left on mountain to die
He is very concerned about his daughters.
20. What is the moral of the story?
You can’t determine a man’s happiness until he is dead.
