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Literary Devices

Allusion
Aside
Climax
Comic relief
Conflict, internal/external
Exposition
Falling Action
Figurative language
Foil 
Foreshadowing
Irony
Metaphor
Mood
Monologue
Motif
Resolution
Rising Action
Soliloquy
Symbolism
Theme 
Tragedy
Tragic flaw
Tragic hero

Themes

· Revenge
· Decay and Corruption
· Appearance vs. Reality (Deception)
· Fate and Fortune
· Salvation
· Grief and Loss
· Sanity vs. Insanity



Characters

Hamlet
Claudius
Gertrude
Polonius
Horatio
Ophelia
Laertes
Fortinbras
The Ghost
Rosencrantz/Guildenstern
Osric
Voltimand and Cornelius
Marcellus and Bernardo
Francisco
Reynaldo
Yorick

Motifs
Snake, poison, garden, disease, ears

Quotes
‘Tis given out that, sleeping in my orchard,/A serpent stung me.  So the whole ear of Denmark /Is by forged process of my death/Rankly abused. But know, thou noble youth,/The serpent that did sting thy father’s life /Now wears his crown.

We are oft to blame in the/(‘Tis too much proved), that with devotion’s visage/And pious action we do sugar o’er/The devil himself. (3.1.52-55)
How smart a lash that speech doth give my conscience/The harlot’s cheek beautied with plast’ring art/Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it/Than is my deed to my most painted word./O heavy burden! (3.157-61)

Soft, now to my mother./O heart, lose not thy nature; let not ever/The soul of Nero enter this firm bosom./I will speak daggers to her, but use none./My tongue and soul in this be hypocrites.  (3.2.425-50) Nero: murdered his mother
There is a special providence in the fall of a sparrow.  If it be now, ‘tis not to com; if it be not to come, it will be now; if it be not now, yet it will come.  The readiness is all.
