**Although these examples focus on Macbeth, they should give you some ideas for writing your own thesis statement for Hamlet.

Sample Thesis:  Shakespeare uses Malcolm, Macduff and the other rebel thanes to show that loyalty to your country is more important than loyalty to an individual.
More SAMPLE THESIS STATEMENTS and corresponding TOPIC SENTENCES
In Macbeth, Shakespeare shows that…
	THESIS STATEMENTS
	Unrestrained desire for power will lead to destruction.
	Guilt can cause irrational behavior.
	Being heroic is it’s own reward.

	BODY ¶ 1
	Macbeth’s pursuit of power drives him to commit murder.
	Macbeth’s growing guilt creates more and more severe hallucinations.
	Macbeth is heroic and honored in the beginning, villainous and despised in the end.

	BODY ¶ 2
	Macbeth’s hunger for power leads him to betray the ones he loves and respects.
	Lady Macbeth’s guilty conscience overwhelms her until she grows mentally ill.
	The young characters of the play display admirable heroism (Malcolm, Siward’s son, Macduff’s son).

	BODY ¶ 3
	Macbeth’s paranoia that he will lose his power makes him mentally ill.
	Feeling guilty that he couldn’t save his family from Macbeth, Macduff refuses to get involved in the battle unless he can start by killing Macbeth.
	Macduff is truly heroic because he puts his country and the true king before his family.


	BODY ¶ 4
	
	
	


