My Name is Mr. Padilla. I am the middle school science teacher at PS#5. I am currently in my 9th year of teaching. I hold a B.S in Biology and an M.A. in Biomedical Science. My goals are to develop learning opportunities that are challenging, integrative and exploratory for all students. With this goal in mind Science Technology Engineering and Math (STEM) activities will be used regularly to ensure student achievement of the learning outcomes and promote a positive cross-curriculum experience. 
Partnership with Stevens Institute of Technology:
Selection to present at Best Practices Panel 2012
Selected to present in the 119th annual American Society for Engineering Education Best Practices Panel in San Antonio, Texas. In conjunction with Stevens Institute of Technology data was provided to support proven success in the classroom and demonstrated engineering engagement and knowledge acquisition by K-12 students through age appropriate activities and lessons. Best Practices Partnership Panel submissions authored collaboratively between engineering and technology education faculty and K-12 teachers were displayed. Details on the partnership's structure and goals, the strategies employed to overcome challenges and obstacles, and successes and lessons learned were presented.
Link to report that I co-authored and was published by the American Society for Engineering on engineering best practices in the classroom.

School Activities:
First Lego League Robotics Coach- This year the Lego students earned two 1st place awards in the Jersey Competition for Innovative Solution and Robot Mechanical Design.  The Lego students earned a 2nd place teamwork award at the state competition.  
Scholastic Bowl Coach
Project-A Sports Program Coach

Links to what has been going on in my Classroom:
National Engineers Week is Feb. 19-25: Stevens Pioneers National Movement to Bring Engineering to K-12 Schools
My Classroom was featured on ABC news for incorporating STEM education in my classroom
My students are participating on June 8th , 2013 at the Liberty Science Center in the first annual Bayer Rocket Challenge Competition. 
