ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS PROJECT
8TH GRADE TAG
DUE DATE:  MARCH 31,2014


DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:  In this project, you will work with your assigned group to investigate an ancient civilization and prepare a 15 minute PowerPoint presentation explaining key elements of that civilization.

MATERIALS NEEDED:  Students may use textbooks, library books, or the internet to research and collect information and images for this project.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:  Students will be able to:
· Study one ancient civilization in depth
· Recognize and recall key features of several other ancient civilizations
· Make generalizations about similarities and differences between ancient civilizations
· Improve group work skills
· Reflect on individual and group performance
· Show they are able to navigate and create using the PowerPoint program
· Improve public speaking skills

Each student will complete the research notes handout by searching through textbooks, library books, or on the internet.  While searching the internet, you should always be collecting images to use in the PowerPoint presentation.  These research notes are collected and graded as a process check or way to monitor your work while you are in the process of creating your project.

You then will also complete the PowerPoint planning sheets.  The group is responsible for completing 4 sheets on the 4 MAIN topics:  geography, government, religion, and rise & fall.  

Each student is also responsible for completing at least 2 more planning sheets on the other aspects of that civilization.  (Some topics to be included for this are:  art/architecture, social classes, writing systems, and other topics.

Each planning sheet includes space for:  what text will be projected on PowerPoint slide, what image will be projected on PowerPoint slide, what the student will say while the screen is projected.

Students create the PowerPoint presentation on a netbook from the class cart and as you are working, all steps will be saved in SANTILLI TAG folder on students on dc_1 with your group’s civilization as the title of the folder.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ASSESSMENT:  Each student will make a project portfolio which includes the research notes, the planning sheets, a copy of their PowerPoint slides, and a self-evaluation.  The presentations are graded using a rubric (see attached)
