Unit 4 - The American Revolution

Content Area: Template

Course(s):

Time Period: Full Year
Length: Full Year
Status: Published

Unit Overview

In this unit, students will analyze the tension which led to the Colonies declaring their independence. Students
will also examine founding documents, such as the Declaration of Independence. Students will critically
examine the documents and the events of the American Revolution through the Constitutional Convention.

Enduring Understandings

Each aspect of this unit challenges the learner to use this lens to look back on past events from multiple
perspectives and then to scrutinize current events to be able to find solutions that respect multiple perspectives,
belief systems, and cultures.

Essential Questions

What British actions angered the colonists in the 1700s?
What were the arguments for and against colonial independence from Great Britain? What are the main ideas
in the Declaration of Independence How did the colonists win the American Revolution?

Learning Objectives

Using evidence, explain how the core civic virtues and democratic principles impact the decisions made at the
local, state, and national government (e.g., fairness, equality, common good).

Identify actions that were unfair or discriminatory in the colonies that led to the decision to fight for
independence from the British government.

Explain the causes of the American Revolution.

Identify key events and battles during the American Revolution

Discuss the concepts of costs, benefits, scarcity and choice that the colonists had to weigh in making the
decision to seek independence.

Compare and contrast the Loyalists and Patriots, including their motivations and belief systems.

Describe the contributions of historical figures (e.g. Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, George Washington)
that contributed to the creation of the Declaration of Independence and the readiness to fight for independence
from Great Britain.

Read primary source documents (letters from Martha Washington).

Explain the laws associated with slavery in the Colonies and Early America.

Explain the importance of education as a tool to lift people from bonds.

From Slavery to Freedom in Colonial Times (Amistad Law)



https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/midlit10.soc.splsmith/from-slavery-to-freedom-in-colonial-times/

Slavery and the Making of America (Amistad Law)
Education - Garden State Equality (Holocaust Law)

Martha Washington, Letters from the General (DEI)

Standards: Content

SOC.6.1.5.CivicsDP.1

SOC.6.1.5.CivicsDP.2

SOC.6.1.5.CivicsDP.3

SOC.6.1.5.CivicsHR.2

SOC.6.1.5.CivicsHR.4

SOC.6.1.5.CivicsCM.1

SOC.6.1.5.CivicsCM.3

SOC.6.1.5.CivicsCM.4

SOC.6.1.5.EconET.1
SOC.6.1.5.EconET.2

SOC.6.1.5.EconET.3

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryCC.1

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryCC.3

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryCC.9

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryCC.13

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryCC.14

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryCC.15

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryUP.5

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryUP.6

Using evidence, explain how the core civic virtues and democratic principles impact the
decisions made at the local, state, and national government (e.g., fairness, equality,
common good).

Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations
of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).

Describe the role of religious freedom and participatory government in various North
American colonies.

Research and cite evidence for how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other
historical civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social change, inspired social activism in
subsequent generations.

Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions
to address such actions.

Use a variety of sources to describe the characteristics exhibited by real and fictional
people that contribute(d) to the well-being of their community and country.

Identify the types of behaviors that promote collaboration and problem solving with
others who have different perspectives.

Examine the responsibilities of differing positions of authority and identify criteria that are
likely to make leaders qualified for those positions.

Identify positive and negative incentives that influence the decisions people make.

Use quantitative data to engage in cost benefit analyses of decisions that impact the
individual and/or community.

Explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and
nations.

Analyze key historical events from the past to explain how they led to the creation of the
state of New Jersey and the United States.

Use multiple sources to describe how George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Franklin, and Governor William Livingston have impacted state and national governments
over time.

Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent figures
who lived New Jersey.

Craft a claim explaining how the development of early government structures impacted
the evolution of American politics and institutions.

Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems.

Analyze key historical documents to determine the role they played in past and present-
day government and citizenship (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of
Independence, the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights).

Compare and contrast historians' interpretations of important historical ideas, resources
and events.

Evaluate the impact of different interpretations of experiences and events by people with


https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pbs_org14_satmoa_soc_20/slavery-and-the-making-of-america-lesson-plans-elementary/
https://www.gardenstateequality.org/our-work/education/#lessons-and-resources
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/letters-george-washington/martha-washington/

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryUP.7

SOC.6.1.5.HistorySE.2

different cultural or individual perspectives.

Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an
interconnected world.

Construct an argument for the significant and enduring role of historical symbols,
monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.

Standards: Interdisciplinary

ELA.RI.CR.5.1

ELA.RL.CI.5.2

ELA.RL.TS.5.4

ELA.RL.LMF.5.6

ELA.RI.CT.5.8

ELA.W.AW.5.1

ELA.W.IW.5.2

ELA.W.IW.5.2.A

ELAW.IW.5.2.B

ELAW.IW.5.2.C

ELAW.IW.5.2.E

ELA.W.SE.5.6

ELA.SL.PE.5.1

ELA.SL.PE.5.1.A

ELA.SL.PE.5.1.D

ELA.SL.IL.5.2

CS.3-5.8.1.5.1C.1

CS.3-5.8.2.5.ITH.1

Quote accurately from an informational text when explaining what the text says explicitly
and make relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text.

Determine the central idea of an informational text and explain how it is supported by key
details; summarize the text.

Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive elements on web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

Compare and contrast the authors’ approaches across two or more informational texts
within the same genre or about texts on the same or similar topics.

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly to provide a focus and group related information logically; include
text features such as headings, illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid in
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words, phrases, and
clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).

Provide a conclusion related to the information of explanation presented.

Gather relevant information from multiple valid and reliable print and digital sources;
summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, making note of any
similarities and differences among ideas presented; and provide a list of sources.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions.

Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify computing technologies that have impacted how individuals live and work and
describe the factors that influenced the changes.

Explain how societal needs and wants influence the development and function of a
product and a system.



TECH.9.4.5.IML.1 Evaluate digital sources for accuracy, perspective, credibility and relevance (e.g., Social
Studies Practice - Gathering and Evaluating Sources).

Assessment Evidence

Teacher observations, Class discussions, activities, Key concepts and vocabulary quizzes,

Formative Do Nows, Open Ended Responses, Exit Questions

Summative Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Written and Oral Responses

Alternative — Project Based Learning, Modified assessments based on student needs and
Alternative & | dependent on the topic, concepts, projects or unit of study. Student portfolio, Orally
Benchmark administered assessments

Benchmark — Teacher generated unit assessments, project based activities

Assessment Evidence Resource

Instructional Resources

Smartboard, Computers, iPads, websites and digital interactives/models, Multi-media presentations, video
streaming, Brain Pop, Our Nation Macmillan McGraw- Hill 2005, Microsoft 365, Primary and Secondary
Source Documents

From Slavery to Freedom in Colonial Times (Amistad Law)

Slavery and the Making of America (Amistad Law)

Education - Garden State Equality (Holocaust Law)

Martha Washington, Letters from the General (DEI)

Social Studies Primary Source List

Instructional Resource List

Curricular Mandates

Below are the curricular requirements as defined in NJ Administrative Code and Statute

X | Amistad X | Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

X | Holocaust LGBT and Disabilities (Grades 6-12)

Climate Change Asian American & Pacific Islander



https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EX-S3Sok1XhOsK_-NQ-lZtcBEF_S6cwAQBJSBu4mEXXc6w?rtime=ZZOBeVqf3Eg
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/midlit10.soc.splsmith/from-slavery-to-freedom-in-colonial-times/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pbs_org14_satmoa_soc_20/slavery-and-the-making-of-america-lesson-plans-elementary/
https://www.gardenstateequality.org/our-work/education/#lessons-and-resources
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/letters-george-washington/martha-washington/
https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EUnr3wiH5eJDpsP4OHhRuLwBwfjJjtxXQj5OSwNjCbuyiw
https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EZR2X14iLNdOkwzfkQDK9qcBZ36vqBOn4_Z-XTy4sqVGcA?e=JbVdOA

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Competencies

NJ Social and Emotional Learning Competencies & Sub-Competencies

Self-Awareness X | Relationship Skills
X | Responsible Decision-Making Social Awareness
Self-Management

21st Century Skills & Themes

X | Global and Cultural Awareness | X | Technology Literacy Planning and Budgeting
X | Creativity and Innovation Financial Institutions Risk Management and
Insurance
x quormatlon and Media X | Digital Citizenship Economic and Government
Literacy Influences
X Cr1t1§a1 Thinking and Problem Credit Profile Caree.r Awareness and
Solving Planning

X | Civic Financial Responsibility Financial Psychology



https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/docs/SELCompetencies.pdf

