
Unit 4 - Impacts
Content Area: ELA
Course(s):
Time Period: Full Year
Length: Full Year
Status: Published

Unit Overview
In this unit students will collaborate with others to determine how stories shape our world. 

Enduring Understandings
How do our stories shape our world? 

Essential Questions
Why should we do good deeds without expecting anything in return? 
How can being different be an advantage? 
How can revealing a secret make it lose its power? 
How can what we learn from stories guide our actions? 
How can being disobedient cause problems? 

Learning Objectives
Explain how different stories, shape our world.  
Collaborate with others to determine how stories shape our world. 
Identify and explain different types of traditional literature and understand their elements. 
Use language to make connections between reading and writing. 
Use elements of opinion writing to write an opinion essay. 
Students will conduct a research project on influential leaders during the Civil Rights Unit. (Amistad) 

Standards: Content

ELA.L Language 

ELA.L.RF Foundational Skills: Reading Language 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

ELA.L.RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding 
words; use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 



patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 

Fluency 

ELA.L.RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

ELA.L.RF.4.4.A Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

ELA.L.RF.4.4.B Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

ELA.L.RF.4.4.C Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

ELA.L.WF Foundational Skills: Writing Language 

Spelling 

ELA.L.WF.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling. 

ELA.L.WF.4.2.A Analyze and spell multi-syllable words with the most common Latin roots, prefixes, and 
suffixes. 

ELA.L.WF.4.2.B Write affixed words that involve a sound or spelling change in the base word. 

ELA.L.WF.4.2.C Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

ELA.L.WF.4.2.D Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key 
words and phrases. 

ELA.L.WF.4.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing, including those listed under grade 
three foundational skills: 

ELA.L.WF.4.3.A Use basic paragraphing, including using paragraph indentations and using paragraphs in 
dialogue. 

ELA.L.WF.4.3.B Place adjectives and adverbs and form comparative and superlative adjectives and 
adverbs. 

ELA.L.WF.4.3.E Form and use possessive nouns and pronouns. 

ELA.L.KL.4.1 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

ELA.L.KL.4.1.A Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases. 

ELA.L.KL.4.1.B Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. 

ELA.L.KL.4.1.C Choose punctuation for effect. 

ELA.L.VL.4.2 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

ELA.L.VL.4.2.A Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 

ELA.L.VI.4.3 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

ELA.L.VI.4.3.B Determine the meaning of words and phrases that allude to significant characters found in 
literature. 

ELA.L.VI.4.3.D Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and 
to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

ELA.RL.CR.4.1 Refer to details and examples as textual evidence when explaining what a literary text says 
explicitly and make relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text. 

ELA.RI.CR.4.1 Refer to details and examples as textual evidence when explaining what an informational 



text says explicitly and make relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text. 

ELA.RL.CI.4.2 Summarize a literary text and interpret the author’s theme citing key details from the text. 

ELA.RL.IT.4.3 Describe the impact of individuals and events throughout the course of a text, using an in-
depth analysis of the character, setting, or event that draws on textual evidence. 

ELA.RL.TS.4.4 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, 
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. 

ELA.RI.CT.4.8 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes, topics and patterns of events in 
informational texts from authors of different cultures. 

ELA.W Writing 

ELA.W.AW.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

ELA.W.AW.4.1.A Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in 
which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

ELA.W.AW.4.1.B Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources. 

ELA.W.AW.4.1.C Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 
addition). 

ELA.W.AW.4.1.D Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented. 

ELA.W.NW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

ELA.W.NW.4.3.A Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

ELA.W.WP.4.4 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

ELA.W.WP.4.4.C Consider writing as a process, including self-evaluation, revision and editing. 

ELA.W.WP.4.4.D With adult and peer feedback, and digital or print tools such as a dictionary, thesaurus, 
and/or spell checker, evaluate whether the writing achieved its goal and make changes in 
content or form as necessary. 

ELA.W.WP.4.4.E After initial drafting, expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, audience, and 
style. 

ELA.W.WR.4.5 Conduct short research projects that use multiple reference sources (print and non-print) 
and build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

ELA.W.SE.4.6 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; take notes, prioritize 
and categorize information; provide a list of sources. 

ELA.W.RW.4.7 Write routinely over extended time frames (with time for research and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

ELA.SL Speaking and Listening 

ELA.SL.PE.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

ELA.SL.PE.4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

ELA.SL.PE.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

ELA.SL.PE.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make 
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

ELA.SL.PE.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of 



the discussion. 

ELA.SL.II.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally). 

ELA.SL.ES.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 

ELA.SL.PI.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, 
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 
speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

Standards: Interdisciplinary

SOC.6.1.5.HistoryCC.2 Use a variety of sources to illustrate how the American identity has evolved over time. 

CS.3-5.8.1.5.DA.3 Organize and present collected data visually to communicate insights gained from 
different views of the data. 

TECH.9.4.5.GCA.1 Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives and points of view 
(e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8). 

Assessment Evidence

Formative

Class discussions, “my student interactive” workbook (online and print) activities, in-class 
activities, Graphic Organizers, Kahoot, Exit Tickets, book clubs, questions from leveled 
readers, teacher observations of student’s phonic awareness, and oral reading skills, 
running records of students, Latic checklists, conferences.   

Summative Test, Quiz, Project, Leveled-Reading Assessments, Writing Assessments, Problem Based 
Learning Student Presentations.   

Alternative & 
Benchmark

Alternative - Read to the student and chart oral responses. Word banks, sentence frames, 
oral responses, graphic organizers, observations, portfolios of student work, orally 
administered assessments, and anecdotal notes.  
Benchmark – LinkIt Benchmark Assessment, Reading Levels, TPA

Assessment Evidence Resource

 

Instructional Resources
Textbooks, Maps, Laptops, Smart Board, Primary & Secondary Source Documents, myView Student 
Interactive, myView Teacher Resources, Leveled Readers, Online Platform Readings: from Can You Guess 
My Name?, Thunder Rose, “La Culebra (The Snake)”, The Secret of the Winter Count, “Pandora” and “Race 
to the Top” 

Instructional Resource List

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EX-S3Sok1XhOsK_-NQ-lZtcBEF_S6cwAQBJSBu4mEXXc6w?rtime=ZZOBeVqf3Eg
https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EZR2X14iLNdOkwzfkQDK9qcBZ36vqBOn4_Z-XTy4sqVGcA?e=JbVdOA


Curricular Mandates
Below are the curricular requirements as defined in NJ Administrative Code and Statute

X Amistad  Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

 Holocaust  LGBT and Disabilities (Grades 6-12)

 Climate Change  Asian American & Pacific Islander

 

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Competencies
NJ Social and Emotional Learning Competencies & Sub-Competencies

 Self-Awareness  Relationship Skills

 Responsible Decision-Making X Social Awareness

 Self-Management   

21st Century Skills & Themes
 

X Global and Cultural Awareness  Technology Literacy  Planning and Budgeting

 Creativity and Innovation  Financial Institutions  Risk Management and 
Insurance

X Information and Media Literacy  Digital Citizenship  Economic and Government 
Influences

X Critical Thinking and Problem 
Solving  Credit Profile  Career Awareness and Planning

 Civic Financial Responsibility  Financial Psychology   

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/docs/SELCompetencies.pdf



