
Unit 1 - My Neighborhood
Content Area: ELA
Course(s):
Time Period: Full Year
Length: Full Year
Status: Published

Unit Overview
Students will explore a variety of realistic fiction, informational, and procedural text in a themed unit designed 
on “what is a neighborhood”. Throughout the unit phonological awareness, phonics, read aloud(s), 
independent leveled readers, and writing workshop studies will culminate into a project-based inquiry learning 
task. The project-based learning will investigate researching people who work in the student’s neighborhood. 
Students will navigate text to draw conclusions on researching and problem-solving an issue related to their 
neighborhood in Totowa.

Enduring Understandings
Readers know how to select books from different genres at their just-right level.

Readers discuss their books with others to gain deeper understanding.

Readers use text features and graphics to find information.

Writers can communicate knowledge to others through an informational piece.

Essential Questions
What is a neighborhood?

How can neighbors help each other?

What can I see in the neighborhood?

How can I get to know my neighbors?

What do readers do in reading workshop?

What do writers do in writing workshop?

Learning Objectives



READING

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text

Compare and contrast two texts

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes (Holocaust)

Gift for Amma: Market Day in India (AAPI)

WRITING

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text

Learn the characteristics of informational books

LANGUAGE

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and 
spelling when writing

Students will know about ...

REALISTIC FICTION

Describing characters

Describing settings

INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Finding and using text features (realistic fiction, nonfiction, procedural)

Finding and using graphics

WRITING

Responding orally to a variety of text genres

Responding in writing to a variety of text genres

Standards: Content

ELA.L.RF.1.1 Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic features of print (including those listed 
under L.RF.K.1); recognize and understand the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., 
first word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 

ELA.L.RF.1.2 Demonstrate mastery of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes) by using 
knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the number of 



syllables in a printed word. 

ELA.L.RF.1.2.A Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 

ELA.L.RF.1.2.B Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant 
blends. 

ELA.L.RF.1.2.C Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-
syllable words. 

ELA.L.RF.1.2.D Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds 
(phonemes). 

ELA.L.RF.1.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

ELA.L.RF.1.3.A Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs (two letters 
that represent one sound). 

ELA.L.RF.1.3.B Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

ELA.L.RF.1.3.C Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 

ELA.L.RF.1.3.D Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

ELA.L.RF.1.3.E Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables 
using knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound. 

ELA.L.RF.1.3.F Read high-frequency and grade-level irregular words with automaticity (e.g., fly, walk, 
old). 

ELA.L.RF.1.3.G Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts that are 
irregular. 

ELA.L.RF.1.4.A Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

ELA.L.RF.1.4.B Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

ELA.L.RF.1.4.C Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

ELA.L.WF.1.1.A Write the upper and lowercase alphabets from memory. 

ELA.L.WF.1.1.B Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme. 

ELA.L.WF.1.1.C Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word. 

ELA.L.WF.1.2.A Short vowels and single consonants. 

ELA.L.WF.1.3 Demonstrate command and use of the conventions of writing, (including those 
proficiencies listed in L.WF.K.3): 

ELA.L.WF.1.3.A Write sentences with increasing complexity. 

ELA.L.WF.1.3.B Supply the “who,” “is doing,” “what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame. 

ELA.L.WF.1.3.F Distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence fragment and supply the missing 
phrase or clause. 

ELA.L.WF.1.3.G Write statements in response to questions, and questions transformed from statements, 
using conventional word order. 

ELA.L.WF.1.3.H Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions who, what, 
where, when, how, or why. 

ELA.L.KL.1.1 With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

ELA.L.VL.1.2 Ask and answer questions to determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content. 

ELA.L.VL.1.2.A Choose flexibly from an array of strategies to determine the meaning of words and 
phrases. 



ELA.L.VL.1.2.B Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the 
senses. 

ELA.L.VI.1.3 With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

ELA.L.VI.1.3.A Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the 
senses. 

ELA.L.VI.1.3.B Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the 
categories represent. 

ELA.L.VI.1.3.C Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that 
swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 

ELA.L.VI.1.3.D Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at home that 
are cozy). 

ELA.L.VI.1.3.E Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, 
stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or 
choosing them or by acting out the meanings. 

ELA.RL.CR.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a literary text (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how). 

ELA.RI.CR.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in an informational text (e.g., who, what, 
where, when, why, how). 

ELA.RL.CI.1.2 Determine central message and retell a sequence of events in literary texts (e.g., who, 
what, where, when, why, how). 

ELA.RI.CI.1.2 Determine main topic and retell a series of key details in informational texts (e.g., who, 
what, where, when, why, how). 

ELA.RL.IT.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major event(s) in a story, using key details. 

ELA.RL.TS.1.4 With prompting and support, explain major differences between books that tell stories 
and books that give information recognizing organization and features of literary texts 
(e.g., follows a story line, chronology of events, interprets illustrations) while drawing on a 
wide reading of a range of text types. 

ELA.RI.TS.1.4 With prompting and support, explain major differences between books that tell stories 
and books that give information, identifying various text features (e.g., headings, tables of 
contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text 
while drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 

ELA.RL.PP.1.5 Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. 

ELA.RI.PP.1.5 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 
information provided by the words in a text. 

ELA.RL.MF.1.6 With prompting and support, use illustrations and details in a story to describe its 
characters, setting, or events. 

ELA.RI.MF.1.6 With prompting and support, use text features (e.g., diagrams, tables, animations) to 
describe key ideas. 

ELA.RL.CT.1.8 Identify similarities in and differences between two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., 
characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

ELA.RI.CT.1.8 Identify similarities in and differences between two informational texts on the same topic 
(e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

ELA.W.AW.1.1 With prompts and support, write opinion pieces on a topic or texts. 

ELA.W.AW.1.1.A Introduce an opinion. 

ELA.W.AW.1.1.B Support the opinion with facts or other information and examples related to the topic. 

ELA.W.AW.1.1.C Provide a conclusion. 



ELA.W.IW.1.2 With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information. 

ELA.W.IW.1.2.A Introduce a topic. 

ELA.W.IW.1.2.B Develop the topic with facts or other information and examples related to the topic. 

ELA.W.WP.1.4 With prompts, guidance and support develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing. 

ELA.W.WP.1.4.A With prompts and support, identify audience and purpose before writing. 

ELA.W.WR.1.5 With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research about a topic 
and determine possible sources to obtain information on that topic. 

ELA.W.SE.1.6 With guidance and support from adults, gather and select information from multiple 
sources to answer a question or write about a topic. 

ELA.W.RW.1.7 Engage in discussion, drawing, and writing in brief but regular writing tasks. 

ELA.SL Speaking and Listening 

ELA.SL.PE.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

ELA.SL.PE.1.1.A Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one 
at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

ELA.SL.PE.1.1.B Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through 
multiple exchanges. 

ELA.SL.PE.1.1.C Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

ELA.SL.II.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media. 

ELA.SL.ES.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is not understood. 

ELA.SL.PI.1.4 Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and 
feelings clearly. 

ELA.SL.UM.1.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 

ELA.SL.AS.1.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 

Standards: Interdisciplinary

CS.K-2.8.2.2.ITH.3 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 

TECH.9.4.8.TL.3 Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally. 

Assessment Evidence

Formative

Class discussions, “my student interactive” workbook (online and print) activities, in-class 
activities, Graphic Organizers, Kahoot, Exit Tickets, book clubs, questions from leveled 
readers, teacher observations of student’s phonic awareness, and oral reading skills, 
running records of students, Latic checklists, conferences.

Summative Test, Quiz, Project, Leveled-Reading Assessments, Writing Assessments, Problem Based 
Learning Student Presentations.

Alternative & Alternative - Read to the student and chart oral responses. Word banks, sentence frames, 



Benchmark oral responses, graphic organizers, observations, portfolios of student work, orally 
administered assessments, and anecdotal notes.

Benchmark – LinkIt Benchmark Assessment, Reading Levels, TPA, DIBELS

Assessment Evidence Resource

 

Instructional Resources
Textbooks, Maps, Laptops, Smart Board, Primary & Secondary Source Documents, myView Student 
Interactive, myView Teacher Resources, Leveled Readers, Online Platform, The Blackout, from Henry on 
Wheels, Look Both Ways!, Garden Party and Click, Clack, Click!, Making a Map, Chrysanthemum 
(Holocaust) Gift for Amma: Market Day in India (AAPI) Instructional Resource List

Curricular Mandates
Below are the curricular requirements as defined in NJ Administrative Code and Statute

 Amistad  Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

X Holocaust  LGBT and Disabilities (Grades 6-12)

 Climate Change X Asian American & Pacific Islander

 

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Competencies
NJ Social and Emotional Learning Competencies & Sub-Competencies

 Self-Awareness  Relationship Skills

X Responsible Decision-Making X Social Awareness

 Self-Management   

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EX-S3Sok1XhOsK_-NQ-lZtcBEF_S6cwAQBJSBu4mEXXc6w?rtime=ZZOBeVqf3Eg
https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EZR2X14iLNdOkwzfkQDK9qcBZ36vqBOn4_Z-XTy4sqVGcA?e=JbVdOA
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/docs/SELCompetencies.pdf


21st Century Skills & Themes
 

X Global and Cultural Awareness  Technology Literacy  Planning and Budgeting

 Creativity and Innovation  Financial Institutions  Risk Management and 
Insurance

 Information and Media Literacy  Digital Citizenship  Economic and Government 
Influences

X Critical Thinking and Problem 
Solving  Credit Profile  Career Awareness and Planning

 Civic Financial Responsibility  Financial Psychology   

 


