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General Overview, Course Description or Course Philosophy

OBJECTIVES, ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS, ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
• the selection of quotes helps drive a story in its purpose, organization, tone and structure
• interviews must be conducted in person with credible sources for the sake of gathering primary sources 

for an article

CONTENT AREA STANDARDS
L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.

 

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

  A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent 
clauses. 

  B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

  C. Spell correctly.

 

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.

 A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

 B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, 
presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) 



and assign individual roles as needed. 

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader 
themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 
and conclusions. 

D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and 
justify own views. Make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

 

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

 

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

 

W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 
selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

LA.RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. 

LA.W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a 
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

LA.W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation. 

LA.W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

LA.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

LA.SL.9-10.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

LA.SL.9-10.1.B Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes 
on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment 
criteria (e.g., student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. 

LA.SL.9-10.1.C Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current 
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the 
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 



LA.SL.9-10.1.D Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the evidence and 
reasoning presented. 

LA.SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English. 

LA.L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.9-10.1.B Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, 
absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey 
specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

RELATED STANDARDS (Technology, 21st Century Life & Careers, ELA Companion 
Standards are Required)
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 
7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 

9.4.12.IML.9: Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within information 
and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4).

9.4.12.TL.3: Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative environments. 

9.4.12.TL.4: Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual worlds to analyze and 
propose a resolution to a real-world problem (e.g., 7.1.AL.IPERS.6). 

STUDENT LEARNING TARGETS

Declarative Knowledge
Students will understand:

• interviews must be formally requested
• etiquette indicates interviews are conducted in person or over the phone
• the strength of the quotes indicates the strength of the article
• a news story is told more through the source quotes than the author’s voice
• journalists research and prepare for interviews but must be flexible, fluid and able to ask follow-up 

questions
• research must be done prior to an interview
• multiple interviews are required for a well-rounded, unbiased interview

 



 

 

 

 

Students will be able to define: 

 

expert, eyewitness, paraphrase, verbatim, direct quote, dialogue, partial quote

 

 

 

Procedural Knowledge
Students will be able to:

• initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with peers on journalism topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

• come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

• collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, 
presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed 
rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. 

• propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to 
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions

• respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and 
justify own views

• make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
• develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 

approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

• conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 
selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate

• synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation



• draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research

• analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between 
them

• demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking

• use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and 
clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add 
variety and interest to writing or presentations.

• practice planning for and implementing interview techniques
• brainstorm three sources to contact for their pitch 
• conduct short research projects (gather contact information for sources from the internet)
• write informative texts, like a formal request for an interview via email
• conduct a phone or in-person interview
• participate in an interview panel with a staff member
• adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative skills, including conducting a peer interview
• strengthen weak quotes through rewriting

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

Alternate Assessments
• Debates
• Mock Trials
• Group Multimedia Presentations
• Individual Oral Presentations
• Teacher/Student Conferences
• Modified Rubrics

Formative Assessments
• Group and whole class discussion questions
• Debates
• Do Nows and Exit Slips
• Journal responses
• Group work/projects
• Mock panel interview



• Practice peer interviews
• Interview questions
• Current Events of the Week quizzes
• No Red Ink assessments for various grammatical skills

Summative Assessments
• Interview and Q&A article with a peer
• Unit 3 Test

RESOURCES (Instructional, Supplemental, Intervention Materials)
 

The Record, The Star-Ledger, The New York Times, Colt Chronicle, NJ.com, various award-winning NJ 
scholastic newspapers (print and online, Journalism: 5W and H by James Glen Stovall, Radical Write by 
Bobby Hawthorne, guest speakers (to interview), laptops, Google Drive folder for Unit 3-4 (Part 1) and Part 
2, NoRedInk.com, Newsela.com, The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and the 
Public Should Expect, Kovach and Rosenstiel, Three Rivers Press, New York (2007)

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
English/Language Arts

Inplementation of conventions of Standard English

 

Social Studies

Social relationships among people

 

 

Technology/Multimedia

Educational tech applications

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B3wIz_-vIncFQVJiMnNsYlUxRzg?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3wIz_-vIncFM21EeHd6ZVBORjQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3wIz_-vIncFM21EeHd6ZVBORjQ


ACCOMMODATIONS & MODIFICATIONS FOR SUBGROUPS
Gifted and Talented: 

• Allow students to pursue independent projects based on their individual interests
• Provide enrichment activities that include more advanced material
• Conduct research and provide a presentation of appropriate topics.
• Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking

 

Students with Disabilities: 

• Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
• Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.
• Repetition and practice
• Model skills/techniques to be mastered.
• Extended time to complete classwork
• Provide a copy of class notes
• Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher

 

Students at Risk of Failure: 

• Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
• Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.
• Repetition and practice
• Model to be mastered.
• Extended time to complete classwork
• Provide a copy of class notes
• Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher


