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General Overview, Course Description or Course Philosophy

OBJECTIVES, ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS, ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand: 

• The Anglo-Saxons were a primitive society who suffered many hardships including exile, isolation, 
difficult climate, and dangerous surroundings. Many of our cherished beliefs, such as loyalty to kin, 
codes of honor, and obligations of law are deeply rooted in the beliefs and practices of the Anglo-
Saxons

CONTENT AREA STANDARDS
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text 
leaves matters uncertain. 

 

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 

 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 
story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.)

 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the 
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its 



overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

 

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in 
a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

 

RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a 
play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (e.g., Shakespeare 
and other authors.) 

 

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early twentieth-century foundational works of 
literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.

 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

  A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

  B. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the 
topic.

  C. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

  D. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of the topic.

  E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal and objective 
for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are 
writing. 

 

F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic).

 

SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The 
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 



SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

 

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate.

 

LA.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

LA.W.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

LA.W.11-12.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound 
reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing 
out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

LA.W.11-12.1.C Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

LA.W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

LA.W.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

LA.W.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

LA.W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a 
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

LA.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development 



over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

LA.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements 
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

LA.RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

LA.RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., 
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

LA.RL.11-12.10a By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.RL.11-12.10b By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at grade level or above. 

LA.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

LA.SL.11-12.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas. 

LA.SL.11-12.1.B Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set 
clear goals and assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual 
roles as needed. 

LA.SL.11-12.1.D Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence 
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the 
task. 

LA.SL.11-12.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr2 Organizing and developing ideas. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cn11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts to deepen 
understanding. 

RELATED STANDARDS (Technology, 21st Century Life & Careers, ELA Companion 
Standards are Required)

TECH.9.4.8.CT.3 Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the 
factors that led to a positive or negative outcome. 

An essential aspect of problem solving is being able to self-reflect on why possible 
solutions for solving problems were or were not successful. 

STUDENT LEARNING TARGETS
Refer to the 'Declarative Knowledge' and 'Procedural Knowledge sections.



Declarative Knowledge
Students will understand that:

• Anglo-Saxon poems contrast the celebration and security of the tribal banqueting hall with the misery 
and peril faced by the land or sea.

• The Anglo-Saxon, life was brief, centered on loyalty to kin and lord, and valued heroism.

• Loneliness is a universal tragedy.

• Isolation and exile might come not only from accidents and battle, but also if one’s lord were killed. 

Procedural Knowledge
Students will be able to:

• Identify and classify the ideals of the Anglo-Saxon hero based upon the readings

• Compare and contrast Anglo-Saxon ideals to the modern hero

• Create a presentation that incorporates technology and public speaking skills to summarize key 
historical, thematic and political aspects of the Anglo-Saxon period

• Analyze the structure of society and the code of conduct that the average citizen lived under

• Write a short story that captures the essence of the hero and villain

• Independently read and analyze a scholarly article

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING
Refer to the 'Formative Assessments' and 'Summative Assessments' sections.

Alternate Assessments
• Oral Presentations
• Multimedia Presentations
• Student Dramatizations
• Original Artwork Creations



• Modified Rubrics
• Teacher/Student Conferences

Summative Assessments
• Compare/contrast essay (a hero and a monster)

• Oral presentation using visual aids based on internet research of selected topics from the time period

• Reading comprehension tests

Formative Assessments
• Reading comprehension quizzes

• Peer-editing of essays

Benchmark Assessments
• iXL 
• Edulastic

RESOURCES (Instructional, Supplemental, Intervention Materials)
Beowulf-Core Text
Prentice Hall Literature, Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, the British Tradition textbook Unit I:
“The Seafarer,”
“The Wanderer,”
Literary Criticisms
Webquests
Journal Articles
Technology Infusion: computer/internet research on the time period 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS



Visual and Performing Arts: Students will create their own artwork inspired by Anglo-Saxon themes, 
demonstrating an understanding of the connection between art and culture.

Dramatization
Mock trials/debates
Cinematic Analysis
Visual Language
Electronic media
Historical/current art analysis
Aesthetic Analysis

Visual Performing Arts

Music Appreciation

ACCOMMODATIONS & MODIFICATIONS FOR SUBGROUPS
See link to Accommodations & Modifications document in course folder.


