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General Overview, Course Description or Course Philosophy

OBJECTIVES, ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS, ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand: 

• Legends are anonymous stories that usually have some basis of historical truth and mirror the attitudes, 
traditions, and values of the people who orally passed them from one generation to the next.

• Knighthood is a fundamental part of the feudal system that uses a code of chivalry as a guide for 
acceptable conduct.

CONTENT AREA STANDARDS
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 

 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 
story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).

 

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.)

 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the 
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its 
overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 



 

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in 
a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.) 

 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.

 

W.11-12.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

  A. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works, including how two or more texts from the same 
period treat similar themes or topics”).

  B. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the reasoning 
in seminal texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. 
Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of 
public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”).

 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.

  A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

  B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g. student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed.

  C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and 
promote divergent and creative perspectives.

  D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research 



is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.

 

 

 

LA.L.11-12.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 
reading or listening. 

LA.L.11-12.3.A Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 

LA.L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

LA.L.11-12.4.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

LA.L.11-12.4.C Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

LA.L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

LA.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

LA.W.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

LA.W.11-12.1.C Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

LA.W.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

LA.W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a 
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

LA.RI.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and how 
they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

LA.RI.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, 
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

LA.RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

LA.RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., 



the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

LA.RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly 
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

LA.RL.11-12.10a By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.RL.11-12.10b By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at grade level or above. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cn11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts to deepen 
understanding. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cn11a Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect 
group identity and culture. 

People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture and history through their 
interactions with and analysis of art. 

RELATED STANDARDS (Technology, 21st Century Life & Careers, ELA Companion 
Standards are Required)

TECH.9.4.8.DC.1 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 

TECH.9.4.8.DC.2 Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., 
W.6.8). 

TECH.9.4.8.DC.4 Explain how information shared digitally is public and can be searched, copied, and 
potentially seen by public audiences. 

TECH.9.4.8.DC.5 Manage digital identity and practice positive online behavior to avoid inappropriate forms 
of self-disclosure. 

TECH.9.4.8.DC.7 Collaborate within a digital community to create a digital artifact using strategies such as 
crowdsourcing or digital surveys. 

Detailed examples exist to illustrate crediting others when incorporating their digital 
artifacts in one’s own work. 

Digital communities are used by individuals to share information, organize, and engage 
around issues and topics of interest. 

STUDENT LEARNING TARGETS
Refer to the 'Declarative Knowledge' and 'Procedural Knowledge sections.

Declarative Knowledge
Students will understand that:

• The tradition of courtly love in medieval times included a set of rules outlining how a courtier should 
show his love for his lady.

• The ideals of medieval life frequently clashed with the realities of everyday living during this time 



period.

• Aspiring knights had to pass various tests to prove themselves worthy of knighthood, while sinners 
often had to suffer an ordeal as penance for their sins.

Procedural Knowledge
Students will be able to:

• Identify the key elements of the chivalric code

• Compare and contrast the ideals of the Anglo-Saxon period to the medieval period

• Identify and analyze the class system

• Defend an opinion through the answering of open-ended questions that test their ability to read closely.

• Explain their understanding of archetypes through discussion and writing. 

• Support arguments verbally and in writing by citing  textual evidence

• Apply their knowledge of tone and voice in order to effectively shape their written responses.

• Identify and evaluate instances of irony 

• Create a presentation relaying the plot, moral, modern day connection, direct and indirect 
characterization found in literature of this time period

• Independently read and analyze text to share with peers

• Read a scholarly article 

• Debate with peers on a controversial topic within the text

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING
Refer to the 'Formative Assessments' and 'Summative Assessments' sections.

Alternate Assessments
• Socratic Seminars
• Oral Presentations
• Multimedia Presentations



• Student Dramatizations
• Original Artwork Creations
• Modified Rubrics
• Teacher/Student Conferences

Summative Assessments
• Formal essay:  2-3 pages demonstrating the inability of man to adhere to the chivalric code, as 

evidenced in two or more of the works studied. 

• Oral presentation

• Reading comprehension test

Formative Assessments
• Reading comprehension quizzes

• Peer-editing of essays

• Socratic Seminar

Benchmark Assessments
• iXL 
• Edulastic

RESOURCES (Instructional, Supplemental, Intervention Materials)
Prentice Hall Literature, Timeless Voices,Timeless Themes, the British Tradition Textbook, Unit I:

• excerpts from The Canterbury Tales-Core Texts

• including Le Morte d’Arthur,

• excerpts from Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

• Literary Criticisms



• Webquests

• Journal Articles

• Technology Infusion: computer/internet research on the time period

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
Visual and Performing Arts

• Analyze the characteristics of Anglo-Saxon art, emphasizing the use of intricate patterns, animal 
motifs, and the fusion of Christian and pagan elements.

Historical Research
Current Events
Autobiographical Studies
Ethics

ACCOMMODATIONS & MODIFICATIONS FOR SUBGROUPS
See link to Accommodations & Modifications document in course folder.


