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. How are Romulus and Remus characterized at

the beginning of this passage?

Why does augury fail to settle their dispute?
Why do you think there were two versions of
how Romulus came to give his name to the
city? Was he justified in killing his brother?
What do the words he speaks as he kills his
brother reveal about himself and the future
Romans?

What kind of government does Romulus es-
tablish? Comment on the purpose and signif-
icance of each of its features.
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. Why do the Romans decide to use force in or-
der to obtain wives? Is their decision justified?
. What is the reaction of the parents to the ab-
duction of their daughters at the games?
What is the reaction of the maidens them-
selves?

. How does Romulus attempt to soothe the
maidens’ feelings?

. Explain why other neighboring states join the
Sabines against Rome.

. How is the fighting stopped?

. What new political arrangements are worked
out? How do they display Romulus’ political
shrewdness?

. What aspect of Romulus’ character does the
last paragraph highlight?




