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UNIT ORIENTATION
: In this unit, students will work in clubs to become deeply immersed in the fantasy genre and further develop 
higher level thinking skills to study how authors develop characters and themes over time. Students read 
analytically as they consider how authors begin a book by establishing the setting as both a physical and a 
psychological place. Students explore the quests and themes within and across their novels. Students also 
engage more deeply by considering the implications of conflicts, themes, and lessons learned. Later in the 
unit, students will focus on dealing with the challenges that harder novels pose. Kids will work on their habits 
as readers—going outside the book to build knowledge, or studying how authors introduce hard words and 
using strategies to learn new vocabulary as they read. In addition, readers investigate fantasy as a literary 
tradition and study how the thinking developed through reading fantasy novels will apply to other genres.

Essential Questions
� How will I tackle the demanding and complex genre of fantasy? �

What will my strategies and goals be that help me make sense of multiple plot lines, layered characters, and 
complex themes? �

How are the themes in fantasy text connected? �

How is the story influenced by the point of view it is written in?

Enduring Understandings
● Clubs work together to grow ideas about literature

● Readers read fantasy with deep comprehension and synthesis

● Work in partnerships to compare and contrast common elements in their independent reading of fantasy 
texts.

● Readers use strategies to navigate and understand fantasy within and across texts.

● Readers understand literary traditions through literary analysis



CONTENT AREA STANDARDS
RL.5.1. Quote accurately from a text, and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

 RL.5.2. Determine the key details in a story, drama or poem to identify the theme and to summarize the text. 
RL.5.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

 

RL.5.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language 
such as metaphors and similes. 

RL.5.5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a 
particular story, drama, or poem.

 RL.5.6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. Integration 
of Knowledge and Ideas 

RL.5.7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., 
graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).

 RL.5.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

RL.5.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of 
events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

RL.5.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade 
level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in 
a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 

RI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant 
to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 

RI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in 
the point of view they represent.

RI.5.7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an 



answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 

RI.5.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying 
which reasons and evidence support which point(s).

 RI.5.9 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, 
with scaffolding as needed.

 

RF.5.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding words. 

A. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., 
roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.

RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

B. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

Alternative Assessments
• Portfolios

• Verbal Assessment (instead of written)

• Multiple choice

• Modified Rubrics

• Performance Based Assessments

 



Summative Assessments
 End of Unit Tests

 Running Records

  NJSLA 

 Open Ended Responses 

 Written responses

Formative Assessments
● Checklists 

● Conferences 

● Class Discussions

● Exit Slips 

● Interactive Notebooks 

● Quizzes 

● Reflections 

● Review of classwork/homework

● Running Records

● Student Participation 

● Teacher Observations

● Text Dependent Questions 

 



Benchmark Assessments
• iXL
• Edulastic

RESOURCES (Instructional, Supplemental, Intervention Materials)
Teachers College Units of Study

 Leveled books including texts of diverse subjects

 Interactive notebooks

 Mentor texts 

 Readers notebooks 

 Chromebooks 
IXL

Readworks

 EPIC

ACCOMMODATIONS & MODIFICATIONS FOR SUBGROUPS
Special Education: 

Provide modified notes and access to extra copies online

Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time

Model skills/techniques to be mastered

Check and sign assignment planner

Preferential seating

Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations

Modified or scaffolded homework and classwork



Extended time as needed

Provide graphic organizers and study guides

 

English Learners: 

Provide scaffolded assignments and assessments

Pair visual prompts with visual presentations

Check and sign assignment planner

Extended time for assignment and assessment as needed

Highlight key vocabulary

Use graphic organizers

Provide verbal and written directions

Preferential seating with a English-speaking peer

 

At Risk of Failure:

Encourage class participation and reinforce skills

Model skills and assignments

Extended to time to complete class work

Preferential seating

Provide extra help outside of class and 1:1 instruction when needed

Communicate regularly with students’ other teachers

Provide positive feedback for tasks well done

Encourage student to proofread assessments and projects and ask for teacher proofreading of large writing 
assignments

 

Gifted and Talented:

Pose higher-level thinking questions

Provide higher level reading and writing materials for literacy based activities

Probe student to extend thinking beyond the text or connect two or more texts 



Provide alternate or project-based assessments and assignments 

 

Students with 504 Plans

Provide extended time as needed

Modify length of writing assignment

Provide short breaks within the lesson

Provide scaffolding for students

Utilize graphic organizers

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
Visual Performing Arts: Aesthetic Analysis; Visual language

Using the class novel, The Lightening Thief, students will make connections to: 

● Greek Mythology

● Ancient Greece 

● Friendship 

Social Studies:

6.2.8.A.3.c Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the Roman 
Republic that later influenced the development of the United States Constitution.

6.2.8.D.3.a Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, 
and equality. 


