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UNIT ORIENTATION
Using the novel study, “Maniac Magee” by Jerry Spinelli and “Home of the Brave” by Katherine Applegate, 
students will make connections to the following: ● Civil Rights Movement ● Identity ● Immigration Social 
Studies: 6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different 
groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. Health: 2.2.6.A.1 Demonstrate verbal and 
nonverbal interpersonal communication in various settings that impact the health of oneself and others. 
2.1.6.E.2 Make recommendations to resolve incidences of school and community conflict, violence, 
harassment, gang violence, discrimination, and bullying 2.2.6.C.1 Explain how character and core ethical 
values can be useful in addressing challenging situations 

Enduring Understandings
� Writers write to learn �

Raising the level of essay writing �

Personal to Persuasive

Essential Questions
How can we learn from our writing? �

How can writers collect ideas for their writing? �

What structures can writers use to frame their writing? �

What kinds of problems can writers anticipate and how can they overcome them? �

How can writers improve their writing by utilizing transition words with an introduction and conclusion? �

Why is it important to build a strong argument and justify our stance? �

How do we organize our thoughts to be more persuasive?



CONTENT AREA STANDARDS
L.WF.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling.

A.      Analyze and spell multi-syllable words with the most common Latin roots, prefixes, and suffixes.

B.      Write affixed words that involve a sound or spelling change in the base word.

C.      Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

D.      Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

L.WF.4.3. Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing, including those listed under grade three 
foundational skills:

A.      Use basic paragraphing, including using paragraph indentations and using paragraphs in dialogue.

B.      Place adjectives and adverbs and form comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs.

C.      Use independent clauses and coordinating conjunctions.

D.      Form irregular verbs; form and use progressive tenses.

E.       Form and use possessive nouns and pronouns.

F.       Capitalize the first word in quotations as appropriate, capitalize other important words (e.g., section 
headings).

G.      Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics for titles; use quotation marks for direct speech; use comma 
before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

H.      Use apostrophes for possession.

L.KL.4.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

A.      Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases.

B.      Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

C.      Choose punctuation for effect.

D.      Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

L.VL.4.2. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

A.      Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.

B.      Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word 
(e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).



C.      Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

L.VI.4.3. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings.

A.      Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.

B.      Determine the meaning of words and phrases that allude to significant characters found in literature.

C.      Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

D.      Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with 
similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

 

 

W.AW.4.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

A.      Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related 
ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

B.      Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources.

C.      Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).

D.      Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented.

W. IW.4.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

A.      Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), text features (e.g., illustrations, diagrams, captions) and multimedia when useful to aid in 
comprehension.

B.      Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other information and 
examples related to the topic.

C.      Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for 
example, also, because).

D.      Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

E.       Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

W.NW.4.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

A.      Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds naturally.

B.      Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to 
situations.



C.      Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.

D.      Use concrete words, phrases, and sensory details and explore using figurative language to convey 
experiences and events precisely.

E.       Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

W.WP.4.4. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing.

A.      Identify audience, purpose, and intended length of composition before writing.

B.      Use specialized, topic-specific language appropriate for the audience, purpose and subject matter.

C.      Consider writing as a process, including self-evaluation, revision and editing.

D.      With adult and peer feedback, and digital or print tools such as a dictionary, thesaurus, and/or spell 
checker, evaluate whether the writing achieved its goal and make changes in content or form as necessary.

E.       After initial drafting, expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, audience, and style.

W.WR.4.5. Conduct short research projects that use multiple reference sources (print and non-print) and build 
knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.

W.SE.4.6. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; take notes, prioritize and 
categorize information; provide a list of sources.

W.RW.4.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (with time for research and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.PE.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

A.      Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the topic to 
explore ideas under discussion.

B.      Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

C.      Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

D.      Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.

SL.II.4.2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, and orally).

SL.ES.4.3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL.PI.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace.

SL.UM.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the 



development of main ideas or themes.

SL.AS.4.6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations 
where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to 
task and situation.

 

RELATED STANDARDS (Technology, 21st Century Life & Careers, ELA Companion 
Standards are Required)

SJ.7 Students will develop language and knowledge to accurately and respectfully describe 
how people (including themselves) are both similar to and different from each other and 
others in their identity groups. 

CRP.K-12.CRP1.1 Career-ready individuals understand the obligations and responsibilities of being a 
member of a community, and they demonstrate this understanding every day through 
their interactions with others. They are conscientious of the impacts of their decisions on 
others and the environment around them. They think about the near-term and long-term 
consequences of their actions and seek to act in ways that contribute to the betterment of 
their teams, families, community and workplace. They are reliable and consistent in going 
beyond the minimum expectation and in participating in activities that serve the greater 
good. 

TECH.8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

Alternate Assessment
• Portfolios

• Verbal Assessment (instead of written)

• Multiple choice

• Modified Rubrics

• Performance Based Assessments

 



Summative Assessments
 End of Unit Tests

 Running Records

  NJSLA 

 Open Ended Responses 

 Written responses

Formative Assessments
● Checklists 

● Conferences 

● Class Discussions

● Exit Slips 

● Interactive Notebooks 

● Quizzes 

● Reflections 

● Review of classwork/homework

● Running Records

● Student Participation 

● Teacher Observations

● Text Dependent Questions 



Benchmark Assessments
• iXL
• Edulastic

RESOURCES (Instructional, Supplemental, Intervention Materials)
Teachers College Units of Study

 Leveled books including texts of diverse subjects

 Interactive notebooks

 Mentor texts 

 Readers notebooks 

 Chromebooks 
IXL

Readworks

 EPIC

ACCOMMODATIONS & MODIFICATIONS FOR SUBGROUPS
Special Education: 

Provide modified notes and access to extra copies online

Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time

Model skills/techniques to be mastered

Check and sign assignment planner

Preferential seating

Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations

Modified or scaffolded homework and classwork

Extended time as needed

Provide graphic organizers and study guides



 

English Learners: 

Provide scaffolded assignments and assessments

Pair visual prompts with visual presentations

Check and sign assignment planner

Extended time for assignment and assessment as needed

Highlight key vocabulary

Use graphic organizers

Provide verbal and written directions

Preferential seating with a English-speaking peer

 

At Risk of Failure:

Encourage class participation and reinforce skills

Model skills and assignments

Extended to time to complete class work

Preferential seating

Provide extra help outside of class and 1:1 instruction when needed

Communicate regularly with students’ other teachers

Provide positive feedback for tasks well done

Encourage student to proofread assessments and projects and ask for teacher proofreading of large writing 
assignments

 

Gifted and Talented:

Pose higher-level thinking questions

Provide higher level reading and writing materials for literacy based activities

Probe student to extend thinking beyond the text or connect two or more texts 

Provide alternate or project-based assessments and assignments 

 



Students with 504 Plans

Provide extended time as needed

Modify length of writing assignment

Provide short breaks within the lesson

Provide scaffolding for students

Utilize graphic organizers

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
Visual/Performing Arts: Dramatization, Visual Language - partners rehearse topic and opinion using precise, 
descriptive language

Multimedia: Media Literacy - small groups view digital resources and analyze content in relation to writing 
topics


