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Unit Introduction

Our study of research writing will be enhanced when students consider that an effective paper includes well
integrated supporting facts, gathered, analyzed, and synthesized from efficient research in order to produce a
convincing argument. Students will consider the ramifications of creating new scholarship against backdrop of
existing sources.

Progress Indicators For Reading Literature

LA.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the
characters are introduced and developed).

Progress Indicators For Reading Informational Text

LA.RI.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written
response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially,
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

LA.RI.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and how
they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

LA.RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or
solve a problem.

Progress Indicators For Writing

LAW.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

LAW.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms
of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and



following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

Progress Indicators For Speaking and Listening

LASL.11-12.1.A

LASL.11-12.1.C

LASL.11-12.4

LASL.11-12.5

LA.11-12.5L.11-12.2

Progress Indicators For Language

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among
the data.

LA.L.11-12.1

LA.L.11-12.1.A

Essential Questions

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and
is sometimes contested.

Content/Skills

What makes a source reliable?

How do researchers find quality source material and document it?

How does a researcher develop an effective thesis and organize ideas and information effectively?
What is the effectiveness of multiple revisions?

What is the effectiveness of citing text to support an argument?




¢ Independent choice literature (novel, drama, poetry, or non-fiction)
e Research management/organization software and handbooks (Noodletools, Turnitin.com, Eastern High
School subscription databases, Trails, MLA Handbook).
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