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Unit Introduction

Students will learn to analyze for author's craft in informational text, including being able to interpret words
and phrases,unlock the structure of text,understand point of view and author's purpose, and trace/evaluate the
author's argument. Students will use this knowledge to conduct deeper analysis of informational works.

Progress Indicators For Reading Literature

LA.RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place;
how it sets a formal or informal tone).

LA.RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it
(e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create specific effects
(e.g., mystery, tension, or surprise).

LA.RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature
from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

Progress Indicators For Reading Literature

LA.RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from
that of a newspaper).

LA.RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular
sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

LA.R1.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses
rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.

LA.R1.9-10.8 Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and
reasoning.

Progress Indicators For Writing

LA.W.9-10.3.A Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation,
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters;



LA.W.9-10.3.B

LA.W.9-10.3.C

LA.W.9-10.3.D

LA.W.9-10.3.E

create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple
plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to
create a coherent whole.

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid
picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or
resolved over the course of the narrative.

Progress Indicators For Speaking and Listening

LA.SL.9-10.1.A

LA.SL.9-10.1.B

LA.SL.9-10.1.C

LA.SL.9-10.1.D

Progress Indicators For Language

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes
on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment
criteria (e.g., student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the evidence and
reasoning presented.

LA.L.9-10.2.A

LA.L.9-10.2.B
LA.L.9-10.2.C
LA.L.9-10.3

Essential Questions

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related
independent clauses.

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
Spell correctly.

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.

How does vocabulary help people communicate effectively?

How is the development of our language influenced by other cultures?

How do decisions, actions, and consequences vary depending on the perspectives of characters or people

involved?

How are authors' ideas or claims developed of refined throughout the text?



Content

Literature Selections May Include:

Academic Essays
Academic Journal Articles

News Articles



