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Unit Introduction

Students will bring together the knowledge and skills from the preceding units to analyze literature, including making
claims and supporting with evidence, as well as interpreting and making connections. Students will engage in
academic discussion based on literature as well provide thoughtful feedback on peer writing.

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature

LA.RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place;
how it sets a formal or informal tone).

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text

LA.R1.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from
that of a newspaper).

LA.R1.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses
rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.

LA.R1.9-10.8 Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and
reasoning.

Progress Indicators for Writing

LA.W.9-10.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, propaganda
devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge
level and concerns.

LA.W.9-10.1.C Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

LA.W.9-10.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.,



LA.W.9-10.1.E
LA.W.9-10.5

LA.W.9-10.6

LA.W.9-10.9.A

LA.W.9-10.9.B

formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented.

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information
and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on
and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme
or topic from Ovid mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]”).

Apply grades 9—10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational (e.g., “Delineate and
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is
valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious
reasoning”).

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

LA.SL.9-10.1.A

LA.SL.9-10.1.B

LA.SL.9-10.1.C

LA.SL.9-10.1.D

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes
on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment
criteria (e.g., student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the evidence and
reasoning presented.

Progress Indicators for Language

LA.L.9-10.1.A
LA.L.9-10.1.B

LA.L.9-10.2.A

LA.L.9-10.2.B
LA.L.9-10.2.C

Essential Questions

Use parallel structure.

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional,
absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey
specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related
independent clauses.

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

Spell correctly.




e How can vocabulary help a person communicate more effectively in the world?
e How do the part of speech and the context clues help in correct use of new or unfamiliar vocabulary

words?

e What are some editing techniques that can be used to improve written communication?
e How does the reader communicate understanding of the author's ideas?

e How do the author's life, culture, time period and worldview impact the subject matter?
e What happens when belief systems of societies and individuals come into conflict?

e How is drama different from other genres in literature?

Content/Skills

1. Words in Context and Rhetorical/Literary Terms

2. Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest

Technology

TECH.8.1.12.A.1

TECH.8.1.12.A.2

TECH.8.1.12.A.3

TECH.8.1.12.D.1

Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests,
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources.

Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional audience
and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review.

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual worlds to
discuss a resolution to a problem or issue.

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons to
an original work.



