Historical Documentaries

Content Area: Social Studies

Course(s):

Time Period: Generic Time Period
Length: 2 Weeks

Status: Published

Unit Introduction

Students will understand how to use historical documentaries as a learning resource.

Students will learn how to evaluate the credibility of a historical documentary.

Students will understand the process behind creating a historical documentary and be able to determine intent

of specific productions.
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U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to
make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Colonization and Settlement: North American Colonial societies adapted European
governmental, economic, and cultural institutions and ideologies to meet their needs in
the New World.

Revolution and the New Nation: The war for independence was the result of growing
ideological, political, geographic, economic, and religious tensions resulting from Britain’s
centralization policies and practices. The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights were
designed to provide a framework for the American system of government, while also
protecting individual rights. Debates about individual rights, states’ rights, and federal
power shaped the development of the political institutions and practices of the new
Republic.

Expansion and Reform: Multiple political, social, and economic factors caused American
territorial expansion. The rapid expansion and transformation of the American economy
contributed to regional tensions, social reform, political compromises, and an expansion
of democratic practices.

Civil War and Reconstruction:The Civil War was caused by ideological, economic, and
political differences about the future course of the nation. Efforts to reunite the country
through Reconstruction were contested, resisted, and had long-term consequences.

The Development of the Industrial United States: Technological developments and
unregulated business practices revolutionized transportation, manufacturing, and
consumption, and changed the daily lives of Americans. The Industrial Revolution and
immigration had a powerful impact on labor relations, urbanization, the environment,
cultural values, and created tensions between ethnic and social groups.

The Emergence of Modern America: Progressive Reforms: Progressive reform movements
promoted government efforts to address problems created by rapid industrialization,
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immigration, and unfair treatment of women, children, and minority groups. An expanding
market for international trade promoted policies that resulted in America emerging as a
world power.

The Emergence of Modern America: World War I: United States involvement in World War
| affected politics, the economy, and geopolitical relations following the war.

The Emergence of Modern America: Roaring Twenties: The 1920s is characterized as a
time of social, economic, technological, and political change, as well as a time of emerging
isolationism, racial and social tensions, and economic problems.

The Great Depression and World War II: The Great Depression: The Great Depression
resulted from government economic policies, business practices, and individual decisions,
and it impacted business and society.

The Great Depression and World War II: New Deal: Aimed at recovery, relief, and reform,
New Deal programs had a lasting impact on the expansion of the role of the national
government in the economy.

The Great Depression and World War Il: World War Il: The United States participated in
World War Il as an Allied force to prevent military conquests by Germany, Italy, and Japan.
Domestic and military policies during World War Il continued to deny equal rights to
African Americans, Asian Americans, and women.

Postwar United States: Cold War: Cold War tensions between the United States and
communist countries resulted in conflict that influenced domestic and foreign policy for
over forty years.

Postwar United States: Civil Rights and Social Change: The Civil Rights movement marked a
period of social turmoil and political reform, resulting in the expansion of rights and
opportunities for individuals and groups previously discriminated against.

Contemporary United States: Domestic Policies: Differing views on government’s role in
social and economic issues led to greater partisanship in government decision making. The
increased economic prosperity and opportunities experienced by many masked growing
tensions and disparities experienced by some individuals and groups. Immigration,
educational opportunities, and social interaction have led to the growth of a multicultural
society with varying values and perspectives.

Contemporary United States: International Policies: The United States has used various
methods to achieve foreign policy goals that affect the global balance of power, national
security, other national interests, and the development of democratic societies.

Contemporary United States: Interconnected Global Society: Scientific and technological
changes have dramatically affected the economy, the nature of work, education, and
social interactions.

Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be
active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by
working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an
interconnected world.

Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point
of view, and multiple perspectives.

Analyze sources of prejudice and discrimination and propose solutions to eliminate them.

Collaboratively evaluate possible solutions to problems and conflicts that arise in an
interconnected world.

Critically analyze information, make ethical judgments, and responsibly address
controversial issues.

Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present
solutions to controversial issues.

Make informed and reasoned decisions and accept responsibility for the consequences of



their actions and/or inactions.
S0C.6.3.12.CS7 Take actions that result in a more just and equitable society.

TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1 Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others by employing a variety of
digital environments and media.

TECH.8.1.12.E.CS2 Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a
variety of sources and media.

TECH.8.1.12.F.1 Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact on
educational, career, personal and or social needs.

TECH.8.1.12.F.CS3 Collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.

Essential Questions

Why is a historical documentary an important resource for learning history?
What are the key components of an effective historical documentary?

What are the limitations of historical documentaries?
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