
Some hints… 
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Uses of the imperfect Uses of the preterite 

was doing  
(ongoing action) 

beginning of action  
(started) 

used to  
(habitual action) 

end of action    
(finished, did it) 

to express time  
(it was 5 o'clock) 

time specified                                                 
(for 2 hours, 4 years) 

to set the scened for a story                
(were wearing, was doing) 

to advance the events of a story           
(happened, occurred) 

to express emotional or physical states 
(was sad, tired, hungry) 

to express changes in emotion                  
(became angry, smiled) 

action that was interrupted 
action that interrupted                             

(when suddenly) 

Imperfect Preterite 

cada año every year el año pasado last year 
todas las mañanas (las 

tardes, las noches 
every morning 
(afternoon ...) 

esta mañana (esta 
tarde, esta noche) 

this morning (this 
afternoon ...) 

todos los días every day hoy today 
los lunes (etc.) every Monday ayer yesterday 

todos los veranos 
(otoños, inviernos, 

primaveras) 
every summer anoche Iast night 

de vez en cuando sometimes el verano pasado last summer 
muchas veces many times una vez (dos veces) once (twice) 

siempre; casi siempre 
always; almost 

always 
de repente suddenly 

nunca; casi nunca never; almost never   
con frecuencia    

a menudo    
mientras while   




