
Language arts
Pacing calendar

2023-2024



September 2023
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

R.A.:
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

1

NO SCHOOL

4

NO SCHOOL

5

TEACHER IN SERVICE

6

TEACHER IN SERVICE

7

Community Building,
Expectations, Rules, Goals

8

Community Building,
Expectations, Rules, Goals:

11
R.A.: Mrs. Katz and Tush
M.L.:
W.W. 359

12
R.A.: The Crane Girl
M.L.:
W.W. 363

13
R.A.: Smoky Nights
M.L.:
W.W. 367

14
U.L.: Empathy Lesson
M.L.:
W.W. GL1

15

TEACHER IN SERVICE

18
R.A.:Thirty Minutes Over Oregon
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1a
HW: Reading Letter 1

19
R.A.: Shooting at Stars
M.L.:
Grammar P. 164-167

20
U.L.: Conflict Resolution Lesson
M.L.:
Grammar P. 168-171

21
R.A.: Under the Quilt of Night
M.L.:
Grammar P. 172-175

22
R.A.: Wall
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1a Quiz

25

NO SCHOOL
(Yom Kippur)

26
BLANK DAY RESERVED FOR 

MAP TESTING

27
R.A.: The Composition
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1B

28
Send Book Talk Alert (Due 10/6)
U.L.: Freedom Lesson
M.L.:
Project: Assign Book Talk
Grammar P. 104-107

29
R.A.: Sami and Time of Troubles
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1B Quiz
HW: Reading Letter 1 Due



September 2023 To Do 
❏ Grading

❏ Empathy Lesson (9/14) CW Grade
❏ Greek & Latin Roots 1 (9/14)
❏ Conflict Resolution Lesson (9/20) CW Grade
❏ L.5.1a Quiz (9/22) Quiz Grade
❏ Freedom Lesson (9/28) CW Grade
❏ L.5.1b Quiz (9/29) Quiz Grade
❏ Reading Letter #1 (9/29) HW Grade

❏ Parent Communication
❏ Send HW Expectations for Reading Letters
❏ Send Parent Square Book Talk Alert (9/28)

❏ MISC
❏ Complete Running Records for Reading Levels
❏ Create Reading Groups; begin guided reading



October 2023
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

2
R.A.: Malala/Iqbal
M.L.:
HW: Reading Letter 2
Spelling List 1

3
Send Narrative Alert (Due 10/20)
U.L.: Hope & Resilience Lesson
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 1

4
R.A.: The Treasure Box
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 2

5
R.A.: Richard Wright and the 
Library Card
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 3

6
R.A.: The Storyteller
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 4
Project: Book Talk Due

9
R.A.: Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Day 1
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 5

10
R.A.: Rikki-Tikki Tavi Day 2
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 6

11
R.A.: Ada’s Violin
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Dat 7

12
R.A.: Nim and the War Effort- 1
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 8

13
R.A.: Nim and the War Effort- 2
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 9
HW: Reading Letter 2 Due

16
U.L.: Grit and Perseverance
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 10
HW: Current Event 1 

17
R.A.: Sequoia
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 11

18
R.A.: Hoops
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 12

19
U.L.: Exploring Literary 
Language Lesson
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 13

20
R.A.: King of the Sky
M.L.:
Writing: Narrative Day 14
HW: Current Event 1 Due 

23
R.A.: The Raft
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1c
HW: Reading Letter 3

24
U.L.: Facing the Unknown
M.L.:
Grammar P. 80-81

25
R.A.: Song of the Water 
Boatman
M.L.:
Grammar P. 84-85

26
R.A.: Dark Emperor
M.L.:
Grammar P. 88

27
R.A.: Winter Bees
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1c Quiz:
Spelling List 1 Test

30
R.A.: This is Just to Say
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1d
Spelling List 2

30
HALLOWEEN

Writing:Roll a Story



October 2023 To Do 
❏ Grading

❏ Book Talks (10/6) Test
❏ Hope & Resilience 10/3 (CW)
❏ Grit & Perseverance 10/16 (CW)
❏ Exploring Literary Language 10/19 (CW)
❏ Reading Letter 2 (HW)
❏ Current Event 1 10/20 (HW)
❏ Narrative Writing (Test)
❏ Spelling Test 1 10/27 (quiz)
❏ L.5.1c Quiz 10/27 (quiz)

❏ Parent Communication
❏ Send Spelling Test Alert (10/2)
❏ Send Narrative Writing Alert (10/3)
❏ Current Event Alert/Expectations (10/16- since its the first one)



November 2023
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
U.L.: Author Study- Joyce 
Sidman
M.L.:
Grammar P. 108-109

2
R.A.: Silent Star
M.L.:
W.W.: GL2

3
R.A.: 16 Years in 16 Seconds
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1d Quiz
HW: Reading Letter 3 Due

6
R.A.: Long Armed Ludy and the 
First Women’s Olympics
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

7
U.L.: Achieving a Dream Lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

8

TEACHER IN SERVICE

9

NO SCHOOL

10

NO SCHOOL

13
R.A.: Hatchet Day 1: Ch 1-2
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1c
HW: Current Event 2

14
R.A.: Hatchet Day 2: Ch 3-4
M.L.:
W.W. P. 473 (dictionary skills)

*15*
R.A.: Hatchet Day 3: Ch 5-6
M.L.:
Flocabulary: Dictionary Skills

16
R.A.: Hatchet Day 4: Ch 7-8
M.L.:
W.W.: P. 371

17
R.A.: Hatchet Day 5: Ch 9-10
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1c
HW: Current Event 2 Due

20
R.A.: Hatchet Day 6: Ch 11-12
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1e:
No HW

21
R.A.: Hatchet Day 7: Ch 13-14
M.L.:
Standard: L.5.1e Quiz

22
HALF DAY

R.A.: Balloons Over Broadway
Writing: Thanksgiving Roll A 
Story

23

NO SCHOOL

24

NO SCHOOL

27
R.A.: Hatchet Day 8: Ch 15-16
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 1
HW: Current Event 3

28
HALF DAY

R.A.: Hatchet Day 9A: Ch 17
Writing: Opinion Day 2

29
HALF DAY

R.A.: Hatchet Day 9:B Ch 18
Writing: Opinion Day 3

30
R.A.: Hatchet Day 10A: 19 
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 4



November 2023 To Do 
❏ Grading

❏ Joyce Sidman Author Study
❏ L.5.1D Quiz
❏ Achieving A Dream
❏ L.5.1c Quiz
❏ Greek & Latin 2 (CW)
❏ Reading Letter 3 (HW)
❏ Current Event 2 (HW)
❏ Hatchet Note Sheets (CW)
❏ Hatchet Journal Entries (CW)

❏ Parent Communication
❏ Opinion Writing Alert

❏ Misc
❏ Complete running records with Below level kids before report 

cards



December 2023
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
R.A.: Hatchet Day 10B: Epilogue
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing: Opinion Day 5
HW: Current Event 3 Due
Spelling List 2 Test

4
U.L.: Hatchet Discussion Day
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 6
HW: Reading Letter 4

5
R.A.: Coraline Ch 1/2
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 7

6
R.A.: Coraline Ch 3
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 8

7
R.A.: Coraline Ch 4
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 9

8
R.A.: Coraline Ch 5
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 10

11
R.A.: Coraline Ch 6
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 11

12
R.A.: Coraline Ch 7/8
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 12

13
R.A.: Coraline Ch 9 
M.L.:
Writing: Opinioni Day 13

14
R.A.: Coraline Ch 10 
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 14

15
R.A.: Coraline Ch 11/12
M.L.:
Writing: Opinion Day 15
HW: Reading Letter 4 Due

18
R.A.: Coraline Ch 13
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
No HW

19
U.L.: Coraline Discussion Day
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

20
R.A.:Coraline Movie

21
R.A.:Coraline Movie

22
HALF DAY

Writing: Roll A Story

25

NO SCHOOL

26

NO SCHOOL

27

NO SCHOOL

28

NO SCHOOL

29

NO SCHOOL



January 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

NO SCHOOL

2
R.A.: Esquivel!...
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 5
Spelling List 3

3
R.A.: Ella Fitzgerald
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

4
R.A.: I and I: Bob Marley
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

5
R.A.: Legendary Miss Lena 
Horne
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

8
U.L.: Biography- Musicians
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

9
R.A.: Birds
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

10
R.A.: Giant Squid Day 1
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

11
R.A.: Giant Squid Day 2
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

12
R.A.: The Cod’s Tale
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 5 Due

15

NO SCHOOL

16
R.A.: The Story of Salt
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 6

17
R.A.: Team Moon
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

18
U.L.: Expository Nonfiction 
Lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

19
R.A.: Top to Bottom Down
W.W.
Writing:

22
R.A.: Horse Song
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

23
BLANK DAY RESERVED FOR 

MAP

24
R.A.:Elephant Quest
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

25
R.A.: Balarama
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

26
R.A.: Gorilla Walk
M.L.:
W.W.
HW: Reading Letter 6 Due
Spelling List 3 Test

29
U.L.: Author Study- Ted & Betsy 
Lewin Lesson
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 1 
HW: Current Event 4
Spelling List 4

*30*
R.A.: Can we save the Tiger?
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 2

31
R.A.: One Well
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 3



February 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
R.A.: Alejandro’s Gift
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 4

2
R.A.: Rachel Carson
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 5
HW: Current Event 4 Due

4
U.L.: Caring for our World 
Lesson
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 6
HW: Current Event 5

7
R.A.: Duke Ellington 
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 7

8
R.A.: Boycott Blues 
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 8 

9
R.A.: Martin and Mahalia
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 9

10
R.A.: Sit In
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 10

HW: Current Event 5 Due
12

U.L.: Author Study: Andrea Davis 
Pinkney Lesson
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 11
HW: Reading Letter 7

13
R.A.: Ticktock Banneker’s 
Clock
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 12

14
R.A.: Mr. Ferris & His Wheel
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 13

15
R.A.: Titanic Part 1
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 14

16
R.A.: Titanic Part 2
M.L.:
Writing: Explanatory Day 15

19

NO SCHOOL

20
R.A.: Skateboards
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

21
U.L.: Understanding how things 
Work Lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

22
R.A.: Firebird
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

23
R.A.: Blackdog
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 7 Due
Spelling List 4 Test

26
R.A.: White Water
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 8
Spelling List 5

27
R.A.: Baseball Saved Us
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

28
R.A.: The Bracelet
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

29
R.A.: The Butterfly
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:



March 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
U.L.:  Historical Fiction Lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

4
R.A..: Rosa
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

5
R.A.: Ida B. Wells
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

6
R.A.: Marching with Aunt Susan
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

7
R.A.: Separate is Never Equal
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

9
R.A.: The Day Gogo Went to 
Vote
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 8 Due

11
U.L.: Exploring Rights & 
Citizenship Lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 9

12
R.A.: Destiny’s Gift
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:3

13
R.A.: Finding the Music
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

14
U.L.: Problem Solving Lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

15
R.A.: Rifka 1
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

18
R.A.: Rifka 2
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

19
R.A.: Rifka 3
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

20
R.A.: Rifka 4
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

21
R.A.: Rifka 5
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

22
R.A.: Rifka 6
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 9 Due
Spelling List 5 Test

25
R.A.: Rifka 7
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
No HW

26
R.A.: Rifka 8
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

27
U.L..: Rifka Discussion Day
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

28
*Cut if Snow Day is Used*

R.A.: -- Green Book??? 
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing: Free Write Thursday

29

NO SCHOOL
**MP 3 Ends the first Friday 
After Spring Break- NJSLA 
Week?? Wrap up all graded 

work before break.**



April 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
NO SCHOOL

Adjust calendar based on NJSLA Dates
*fix hw due dates if njsla isn;t first week 

back*

2

NO SCHOOL

3

NO SCHOOL

4

NO SCHOOL

5

NO SCHOOL

8
R.A.: 
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Current Event 6

9
R.A.:
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

10
R.A.:
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

11
R.A.:
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

*12*
R.A.:
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

15
R.A.: The Princess and the 
Warrior
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

16
R.A.: Pancho Rabbit
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

17
R.A.: Danza!
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

18
R.A.: Funny Bones
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

19
U.L.: Illustration Study: Duncan 
Tonatiuh Lesson 
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Current Event 6  Due (2 
weeks during NJSLA)

22
BLANK DAY RESERVED FOR 

MAP
R.A.:
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 10

23
R.A.: NTS 1
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

24
R.A..: NTS 2
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

25
R.A.: NTS 3
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

26
R.A.: NTS 4
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

29
R.A.: NTS 5
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

30
R.A.: NTS 6
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:



May 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
R.A.: NTS 7
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

2
R.A.: NTS 8
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

3
R.A.: NTS 9
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

6
R.A.: NTS Discussion Day
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
Spelling List 6

7
R.A.: Paul Bunyan
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

8
R.A.: Dona Flor
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

9
R.A.: Swamp lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

10
U.L.: Tall Tales Lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 10 Due

13
R.A.: Merlin 1
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 11 

14
R.A..: Merlin 2
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

15
R.A.: The Kitchen Knight 1
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

16
R.A.: The Kitchen Knight 2
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

17
R.A.: The Story of Jumping 
Mouse
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

20
BLANK DAY RESERVED FOR 

FIELD DAY

21
R.A.: Legend of White Buffalo
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

22
R.A.: John Henry
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

23
U.L.: Legends Lesson
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

24
R.A.: --- 
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 11 Due

27

NO SCHOOL

28
U.L.: Tuck 1
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 12

29
R.A.: Tuck 2
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

30
R.A.: Tuck 3
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

31
R.A.: Tuck 4
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
Spelling List 6 Test



June 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

3
R.A.: Tuck 5
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

4
R.A.: Tuck 6
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

5
R.A.: Tuck 7
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

6
R.A.: Tuck 8
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

7
HALF DAY

R.A.: Tuck 9
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:
HW: Reading Letter 12 Due

10
R.A.: Tuck Discussion Day
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

11
R.A.: Tuck Movie
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

12
R.A.: Tuck Movie
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

13
R.A.: 
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

14
HALF DAY

R.A.:
M.L.:
W.W.
Writing:

17
HALF DAY

18
HALF DAY

*built in snow day*

19
HALF DAY

*built in snow day*

20
HALF DAY
LAST DAY

*built in snow day*



Grading
MP 1 MP 2 MP 3 MP 4

Classwork
15%

End of Unit Writings x8 End of Unit Writings x3
Novel Discussion Day 2

End of Unit Writings x6
Novel Discussion Day 1

End of Unit Writings x3
Novel Discussion Day 2

Quiz/Project
25%

Language Standards x5 Language Standards x4 Language Standards x7 Language Standards x5

Tests
45%

Book Talk
Personal Narrative PP

Autobiography
Opinion PP

Book Review Folder
Explanatory PP

Disney Ride Project
Research PP

Homework
15%

Reading Letter x3
Current Events x1

Reading Letter x3
Current Events x2

Reading Letter x3
Current Events x2

Reading Letter x3
Current Events x1



Homework Scheduling

Assignment Post Date Due Date

Reading Letter 1 Monday, 9/18 Friday, 9/29

Reading Letter 2 Monday, 10/2 Friday, 10/13

Current Event 1 Monday, 10/16 Friday, 10/20

Reading Letter 3 Monday 10/23 Friday, 11/3

MP 1

Assignment Post Date Due Date

Current Event 2 Monday, 11/13 Friday, 11/17

Current Event 3 Monday, 11/27 Friday, 12/1

Reading Letter 4 Monday, 12/4 Friday, 12/15

Reading Letter 5 Tuesday, 1/2 Friday, 1/12

Reading Letter 6 Tuesday, 1/16 Friday, 1/26

MP 2



Homework Scheduling
MP 3

MP 4

Assignment Post Date Due Date

Current Event 4 Monday, 1/29 Friday, 2/2

Current Event 5 Monday, 2/4 Friday, 2/10

Reading Letter 7 Monday, 2/12 Friday, 2/24

Reading Letter 8 Monday, 2/27 Friday, 3/9

Reading Letter 9 Monday, 3/11 Friday, 3/22

Assignment Post Date Due Date

Current Event 6 *2 weeks NJSLA Monday, 4/8 Friday, 4/19

Reading Letter 10 *3 wk NJSLA Monday, 4/22 Friday, 5/10

Reading Letter 11 Monday, 5/13 Friday, 5/24

Reading Letter 12 Tuesday, 5/28 Friday, 6/7



Spelling Scheduling
Word List Assigned Date Test Date

Spelling List 1 Monday, October 2 Friday, October 27

Spelling List 2 Monday, October 30 Friday, December 1

Spelling List 3 Tuesday, January 2 Friday, January 26

Spelling List 4 Monday, January 29 Friday, February 24

Spelling List 5 Monday, February 27 Friday, March 22

Spelling List 6 Monday, May 6 Friday, May 31


