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Excerpt from The Loch Ness Monster

By Jacqueline Laks Gorman
Lexile Level: 790 | F&P: Level Q | DRA: 40 (236 Words)

The Beast in Loch Ness

Some people say something strange lives in the middle of Loch Ness. They say it has
a large body, a small head, and a long neck. They say it has humps, flippers, and small
front legs. People call it “Nessie.”

Loch Ness is a lake in Scotland. The lake is very deep, almost 1,000 feet (305 meters)
in some places. The water is dark, foggy, and very cold, but it never freezes. This lake

has fish and plants, but no other animal life.

Long ago, the lake was attached to the sea. Maybe a prehistoric beast somehow got
caught in the lake. Maybe the beast's relatives still live in the lake today...

What Could Nessie Be?
If Nessie is real, what kind of animal is it? One guess is that Nessie is a plesiosaur.
Plesiosaurs were huge reptiles that lived in the sea. These reptiles became extinct 70

million years ago, but maybe some plesiosaurs somehow survived in Loch Ness,

Other ideas are that Nessie is a giant salamander, a huge eel, or a giant sea slug, but
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these animals all look very different from Nessie. Some people think Nessie might be a

giant turtle, or some kind of mammal, like a whale, porpoise, or sea cow. There are
reasons that make these ideas unlikely as well.

Maybe Nessie is a completely new animal that scientists do not yet know about.
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Name: Date:

Standard R1.4.8
I can explain how an author supports a point using textual evidence.

The author explains that “some people say something strange lives in the middle of
Loch Ness.” List a detail that describes the creature.

DOK 1

o What point is the author trying to make in the text excerpt below?

DOK 1 Other ideas are that Nessie is a giant salamander, a huge eel, or a giant
sea slug, but these animals all ook very different from Nessie. Some
people think Nessie might be a giant turtle, or some kind of mammal, like a
whale, porpoise, or sea cow. There are reasons that make these ideas
uniikely as well.

a. Nessie 1s most likely a common animal.

b. Many people think Nessie is an animal that has yet to be discovered, but there are
many reasons this cannot be true.

c. A Loch Ness Monster is fake and does not exist.

d. People have many ideas about the type of animal that Nessie is, but all of these
theories have been proven wrong.

Assessment #1: Excerpt from The Loch Ness Monster




° Part1

DOK 2
Which statement best describes the point the author is trying to convey about Nessie’s

relation to a prehistoric creature?

a. It is most likely true that Nessie is a descendant of a prehistoric being.

b. Although there is a possibility that Nessie has prehistoric roots, it is unlikely since
these creatures have been extinct for some time.

c. Itis impossible for Nessie to exist since plesiosaurs are extinct.

d. Since the lake was once a part of the sea, it is probable that a once native sea
creature has adapted to life in a lake.

Part 2
Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to Part 17

a. “Long ago, the lake was attached to the sea.”

b. “Maybe a prehistoric beast somehow got caught in the lake.”

c. “One guess is that Nessie is a plesiosaur. Plesiosaurs were huge reptiles that lived
in the sea.”

d. “These reptiles became extinct 70 million years ago, but maybe some plesiosaurs
somehow survived in Loch Ness.”

The author provides reasons why a beast in Loch Ness is a possibility. List two details
from the text that suggest that Nessie is real.

DOK 2
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Choose a point the author makes in the passage, “The Loch Ness Monster”. Create a
graphic organizer that explains the main points the author makes and three pieces of
DOK 3 evidence or reasons given by the author to explain this point.

Assessment #1: Excerpt from The Loch Ness Monster




Why do you think people believe in things that have not been proven true? Describe
something that you believe in or that others believe in that does not have evidence to
support its existence,

Bonus

Assessment #1: Excerpt from The Loch Ness Monster
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Name:

Standard RL.4.9

| can compare similar themes and patterns of events in multiple stories

from different culfures.

° Complete the chart by placing a checkmark to show in which passage each key detail

can be found.
DOK 1

Key Detail “The Farmer’s Luck”

“The Broken Pot”

Left his sick horse in the
mountains to live out the
rest of its days.

Makes money and buys a
herd of goats.

DOK 1

Read the following excerpt taken from paragraph 5 in “The Farmer’s Luck”.

Several days later a war broke out. The Emperor's men arrived in the village

demanding that young men come with them to be conscripted into the

Emperor's army. As it happened the farmer's son was deemed unfit because

of his broken leg. "What very good fortune you have," the villagers exclaimed

as their own young sons were marched away. "You must be very happy."

"Who knows? We shall see,” replied the old farmer as he headed off to work

his field alone.

Underline the section of text that shows why the farmer’s son was not able to join the

Emperor’s Army.

Assessment #1: “The Farmer's Luck” and “The Broken Pot”




Read the events in the column titled, “Text”. Then add two short notes in each row to
pok2  summarize what is happening in the events in the “Text” column. Add the summaries
to the column titled, “My Notes”.

Text My Notes

“The Farmer’'s Luck”

“. .. You must be very sad. How will you
live, work the land, and prosper?” The
farmer replied: "Who knows? We shall see.

“. .. Two days later the old horse came
back now rejuvenated . . . "How fortunate
you arel" they exclaimed. You must be
very happy!" Again, the farmer softly said,
"Who knows? We shall see. . ." 2.

“. .. As time went on the broken leg
healed, but the son was left with a slight
limp. Again the neighbors came to pay their
condolences. "Oh what bad luck. Too bad
for you"t But the old farmer simply replied;
"Who knows? We shall see. . .”

“The Broken Pot”

". .. Ah, that pot is indeed brimful of rice.
Now, if there should be a famine, | should
certainly make a hundred rupees by it. With
this | shall buy a couple of goats. . . ©

“. . .I'shall have plenty of horses; and
when | sell them, plenty of gold. With that
gold | shall get a house with four wings. . . *

“. . .He will come too near the horse's
hoof, and, full of anger, | shall call to my 2.
wife, "Take the baby; take him!'. . *

“. . .he gave a kick with his foot, and broke
the pot. All the rice fell over him, and made
him guite white. . .”

Assessment #1: “The Farmer's Luck” and “The Broken Pot” 5



DOX 2

Part 1

What is the common theme that the stories share?

da.

Do the right thing even when it may be a difficult thing to do so and may cause
others to dislike you.

Do not underestimate the ability of others because sometimes they can surprise
you.

Be careful what you wish for because sometimes your wishes don’t turn out the
way you want.

You will never know what will happen next, so don’t count on something that
has not yet happened.

Part 2

Which piece of textual cvidence from each passage best represents your answer for
Part 1?7

a.

“_ .. the old farmer simply replied; "Who knows? We shall see." (“The
Farmer’s Luck™)

“He who makes foolish plans for the future will be white all over. . .” (“The
Broken Pot”)

“The old farmer became wealthy and was very generous to the villagers.” (“The
Farmer’s Luck™)

“Now, if there should be a famine, I should certainly make a hundred rupees by
it.” (“The Broken Pot”)

“What very good fortune you have," the villagers exclaimed as their own young
sons were marched away.” (“The Farmer’s Luck™)

“While he thought this, he gave a kick with his foot, and broke the pot.” (“The
Broken Pot™)

“How fortunate you are!" they exclaimed. You must be very happy!” (“The
Farmer’s Luck”™)
“All the rice fell over him, and made him quite white.” (“The Broken Pot™)

Assessment #1: “The Farmer’s Luck” and “The Broken Pot” 6




o How do the different stories approach the common theme and lesson learned? Give
your explanation in at least one to two paragraphs. Provide at least one piece of
poks  evidence from each text to support your reasons.

Assessment #1: "The Farmer's Luck” and “The Broken Pot”



° Teaching a lesson or theme through storytelling is a great way to teach morals. Use

one of the following morals to teach a lesson by creating a story of your own.
Bonus

e Prepare ahead of time.

« When you talk too much, you may reveal too much.
» Things are not always what they seem.

«  Work together to achieve a goal.

Assessment #1: “The Farmer’s Luck” and “The Broken Pot”




Scoring Rubric

RL.4.9 Assessment #1:
“The Farmer’s Luck” and “The Broken Pot”

Student Name: Date of Administration:

Teacher Name:

1. Something happens o the farmer and his neighbor asks him if he
is sad. He says he doesn’t know.

2. More bad events happen but the farmer keeps saying “Who
knows”.

“The Broken Pot”
1. The Brahman is excited about collecting so much rice and begins
to dream about selling the rice to make money and then gold.
2. He dreams he is kicking his wife because she is busy, but actually
breaks the pot of rice and is “quite white” or embarrassed at
breaking the pot.

SCORING
+.5 point: for each note that summarizes the events in the “Texi” excerpt
column {up to 2 peints)

Question/ | Key / Rubric Points
Level
#1 Key Detail “The Farmer’s “The Broken Pot” 01
Luck”
DOK 1 Left his sick horse in the
mountains to live out J
the rest of its days.
Makes money and buys (
a herd of goats.
#2 Several days later a war broke out. The Emperor's men arrived in the village 01
demanding that young men come with them to be conscripted into the Emperor's
DOK 1 army. As it happened the farmer's son was deemed unfit because of his broken
leg. "What very good fortune you have," the villagers exclaimed as their own
young sons were marched away. "You must be very happy." "Who knows? We
shali see," replied the old farmer as he headed off to work his field alone.
#3 My Notes 0 .5 1
DOK 2 The Farmer’'s Luck 15 2

Assessment #1: “The Farmer’s Luck” and “The Broken Pot”
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Name: Date:

Standard RL.4.6
I can compare and contrast point of view narration between different stories.

o Use the Character Bank to complete the sentence.

DOK 1

| Unkhown - His friend

Maniac Amanda Beale

The speaker in the excerpt from Maniac Magee is

In the excerpt from The Stories Julian Tells, who is speaking as the narrator?
oK a. The speaker is Gloria.
b. The speaker is unknown.
c. The speaker is the kite.

d. The speaker is none of the above.

Assessment #1: Excerpts from Maniac Magee and from The Stories Julian Tells



e Compare the differences between the two excerpts. Complete the following chart by
placing an “X” in the correct box that describes the characteristics of each narration.

DOK 2

Characteristics of | Excerpt from Maniac | Excerpt from The
oo Narration |0 - Magee - | Stories Julian Tells

1. includes dialogue
between the characters -

2. lists short details and
anecdotes to describe -
the main character - -

3. dev_elqbs the main
character’s thoughts .
and feclings =~

4. shows an outsider’s -
perspectiveand -
opinion of the main ©
character .

° Part 1

DOK 2
What is the narrator’s opinion of Maniac in Maniac Magee?

a. The narrator admires Maniac’s accomplishments and wants to showcase his
personality.

b. The narrator pities Maniac and feels sorry about his living conditions.
¢. The narrator feels overwhelmed by Maniac’s unbelievable actions and talent.

d. The narrator respects Maniac’s appreciation for the book but dislikes his
wildness.

Assessment #1: Excerpts from Maniac Magee and from The Stories Julian Tells 4




Part 2
What evidence from the text best supports this claim?

a. “What the deer ate, especially the carrots, apples, and day-old hamburger
buns, he ate.”

b. “The legend had a name.”
c. “When he wasn’t reading, he was wandering.”

d. “The stranger kid. Scraggly. Carrying a book. Flap-soled sneakers.”

o Part1

DOK 3
How do the different narrators in each of the excerpts develop the main character
of each story? Complete the two charts below by describing how the reader learns
about the main character from the narrator.

Narrator in “Maniac Magee” - Main Character's Development

Narrator in "The Stories Julian Tells” - Main Character's Development

*

Assessment #1: Excerpts from Maniac Magee and from The Stories Julian Tells



Part 2

How would each story change if the point of view of the narrator changed? Write 2-3
sentences to describe the effect of the change in narration.

Describe someone you know who is either like Maniac Magee or the narrator in The
Stories Julian Tells. Include details that show how they are like either of these
Bonus Characters,

Assessment #1: Excerpts from Maniac Magee and from The Stories Julian Tells 6




Scoring Rubric
RL.4.6 Assessment #1:

Excerpts from Maniac Magee and from The Stories Julian Tells

Student Name: Date of Administration:

Teacher Name:

Question
/ Level

Key / Rubric

Points

#1
DOK 1

Answer: unknown

01

#2
DOK 1

d. The speaker is none of the above.

01

#3
DOK 2

Characteristics of Narratien Excerpt from Maniac Magee Excerpt from The Stories
Julian Tells

1. includes dialogne between x
the characters

2, lists short details and g

anecdotes to describe the
main character

3. develops the main character’s 8
thoughts and feelings

4. shows an oudsider’s x

perspective and opinion of
the main chasacter

SCORING:

+.5 point: for each correct answer choice

Assessment #1: Excerpts from Maniac Magee and from The Stories Julian Tells




