[bookmark: _GoBack]Kindergarten Social Studies Scope and Sequence, aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS).
This plan is structured to follow the classic "expanding horizons" model, starting with the child and moving outward to the classroom, school, community, and world.
🙋‍♀️ September: All About Me & My Classroom
· Focus: Establishing a positive classroom community, understanding self, and learning rules.
· Key Concepts:
· Who am I? (Name, uniqueness, families)
· Classroom Citizenship: What does it mean to be a member of a class?
· Rules & Fairness: Why we have rules (safety, fairness) and what happens when we follow them.
· Working Together: Learning to share, take turns, and listen to others.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.A.1: Describe the roles and responsibilities of being a good citizen in the classroom.
· 6.1.K.A.2: Explain why rules are needed and how they keep us safe and promote fairness.
· 6.1.K.D.1: Describe oneself and others.

🏠 October: My Family & Home
· Focus: Understanding that families are diverse and have unique traditions.
· Key Concepts:
· Family Structures: Recognizing that all families are different and special.
· Family Traditions: Sharing and listening to family stories, celebrations, and cultural traditions.
· Needs vs. Wants: Identifying the basic needs that families provide (food, shelter, clothing) vs. wants (toys, treats).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.D.2: Describe and compare the characteristics of families and cultural traditions.
· 6.1.K.C.1: Distinguish between needs and wants.

🏫 November: My School Community
· Focus: Identifying the people and places in the school environment.
· Key Concepts:
· School Helpers: Identifying the roles of school staff (principal, teacher, nurse, custodian, librarian).
· Our School: Identifying important places in the school (office, cafeteria, gym, library).
· Being a School Citizen: How our classroom rules apply to the whole school.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.C.2: Describe the different jobs people do in the school.
· 6.1.K.B.1: Describe one's location in the school.

🗺️ December: My Local Community
· Focus: Identifying community helpers, important places, and basic map skills.
· Key Concepts:
· Community Helpers: Identifying the roles of community helpers (firefighter, police officer, doctor, mail carrier, sanitation worker).
· Places in the Community: Identifying key places (park, library, grocery store, fire station).
· Introduction to Maps: Using positional words (near, far, next to) and creating simple maps (e.g., a map of the classroom).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.C.2: Describe the different jobs people do in the community.
· 6.1.K.B.2: Use maps and globes to locate places in the classroom and school.
· 6.1.K.B.1: Describe one's location in the community.

❄️ January: Past, Present & Future
· Focus: Introducing the concept of time and chronology.
· Key Concepts:
· Chronology: Understanding the simple order of events (before/after, yesterday/today/tomorrow).
· Personal History: Creating a simple timeline of one's own life (baby, toddler, now).
· Holidays & Change: Discussing how we celebrate holidays (New Year's) and how things change over time (seasons).
· Historical Figures: Introduction to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as an important person from the past.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.D.3: Distinguish between past, present, and future.
· 6.1.K.A.4: Recognize Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as a person who had an impact on the United States.

February: Our Country & Its Symbols
· Focus: Developing an initial awareness of national identity and symbols.
· Key Concepts:
· Our Country: Identifying the United States of America as our country.
· American Flag: Recognizing the flag as a national symbol and practicing the Pledge of Allegiance.
· National Holidays: Discussing Presidents' Day and the role of leaders (like the President).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.A.3: Recognize the American flag as a symbol of the United States and practice the Pledge of Allegiance.
· 6.1.K.A.4: Recognize Presidents' Day as a national holiday.
· 6.3.K.A.1: Identify leaders in the classroom, school, and community (extends to the President).

🌍 March: Our World (Geography)
· Focus: Expanding geographic awareness from the local community to the world.
· Key Concepts:
· Map vs. Globe: Identifying a map (flat) and a globe (round) as models of the Earth.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.B.2: Use maps and globes to locate land and water.
· 6.1.K.B.3: Describe how weather and climate affect people.

♻️ April: Taking Care of Our Earth
· Focus: Understanding our connection to the environment and our responsibility to protect it.
· Key Concepts:
· Our Environment: Identifying parts of the natural environment (trees, water, air).
· Human Impact: Discussing how people can help or hurt the environment (littering vs. planting).
· Taking Action: Practicing ways to help (recycling, turning off lights, not wasting water). (Connects to Earth Day).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.B.3: Describe how people affect the environment.
· 6.1.K.A.2: (Apply) Discuss responsibilities for taking care of the environment.

💰 May: Economics (Jobs, Money, & Choices)
· Focus: Reviewing and expanding on economics concepts (needs/wants, jobs, and money).
· Key Concepts:
· Review Needs vs. Wants: How do we decide what to buy?
· Jobs & Earning: Understanding that people work at jobs to earn money.
· Spending & Saving: Introducing the concept of money (coins) and the choice to spend it now or save it for later (piggy bank).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.C.1: Distinguish between needs and wants.
· 6.1.K.C.2: Describe the different jobs people do.
· 6.1.K.C.3: Explain that people have to make choices about spending and saving.

☀️ June: Summer & Looking Back
· Focus: Reviewing key concepts from the year and looking ahead.
· Key Concepts:
· Review: What does it mean to be a good citizen? Who are the helpers in our community?
· Past, Present, Future: Looking back on Kindergarten (past) and looking forward to summer and 1st grade (future).
· Summer Safety: Discussing rules for staying safe in the community during the summer.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.K.D.3: Distinguish between past, present, and future.
· 6.1.K.A.1/A.2: (Review) Citizenship and rules.
