Sept. Gr. 8 Technology

Content Area:  Technology

Course(s):

Time Period: September
Length: 4-5 Weeks
Status: Published

Unit Overview

Students will work with a project in conjunction with Social Studies, and research the cost of college using
appropriate search skills.

Enduring Understandings

Technology gives us access to information about the past and the future.

Essential Questions

How can we use technology to help us learn?

Instructional Strategies & Learning Activities

Objective: Intro to MS Technology

To review clearly defined computer lab rules and procedures with ALL middle school students as well as
ensuring that all students can log in to Computers(Active Directory) and Chromebooks (Google Accounts)
using LAST year's passwords.

Differentiation: N/A

Assessment: N/A

Objective: Join Google Classroom, Project: U.S. Govt Organization Mini Web-Quest (8th Gr Social
Studies Curriculum Integration)

Differentiation:
Formatting style of Google Doc

Assessment:
Rubric

Objective: Excel & Internet: Comparing College Costs



The student will be able to research current costs of college tuition and fees at various types of colleges
& universities throughout the United States to compare expenses visually in a bar graph.

Procedures:

1. Intro: Research college cost data for 20 schools - choose small, large, private, public, in-state and out-
of state to show costs may vary depending on these factors. Show video - shows how expensive college
can be using ping pong balls

Differentiation:
Students choose all data

Assessment:
Rubric

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

Students will research different paths to careers of their interest.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP Career Awareness and Planning

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.1 Identify offerings such as high school and county career and technical school courses,
apprenticeships, military programs, and dual enrollment courses that support career or
occupational areas of interest.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.2 Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.3 Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal
behavior affect income.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.4 Explain how an individual’s online behavior (e.g., social networking, photo exchanges,
video postings) may impact opportunities for employment or advancement.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.5 Develop a personal plan with the assistance of an adult mentor that includes information
about career areas of interest, goals and an educational plan.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.6 Compare the costs of post-secondary education with the potential increase in income
from a career of choice.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.7 Devise a strategy to minimize costs of post-secondary education.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.8 Compare education and training requirements, income potential, and primary duties of at
least two jobs of interest.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.9 Analyze how a variety of activities related to career preparation (e.g., volunteering,
apprenticeships, structured learning experiences, dual enrollment, job search,
scholarships) impacts post-secondary options.

TECH.9.4.8.DC.4 Explain how information shared digitally is public and can be searched, copied, and
potentially seen by public audiences.

TECH.9.4.8.DC.5 Manage digital identity and practice positive online behavior to avoid inappropriate forms
of self-disclosure.

TECH.9.4.8.DC.6 Analyze online information to distinguish whether it is helpful or harmful to reputation.

TECH.9.4.8.IML Information and Media Literacy

TECH.9.4.8.IML.1 Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for

information.



TECH.9.4.8.IML.3

TECH.9.4.8.IML.4

Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting
techniques such as form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping (e.g.,
6.SP.B.4, 7.5P.B.8b).

Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful
visualizations.

Technology and Design Integration

See activities above and standards below.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.3

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.4

TECH.9.4.8.DC
TECH.9.4.8.DC.1
TECH.9.4.8.DC.2

TECH.9.4.8.DC.3

TECH.9.4.8.DC.4

TECH.9.4.8.DC.5

TECH.9.4.8.DC.6

Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal
behavior affect income.

Explain how an individual’s online behavior (e.g., social networking, photo exchanges,
video postings) may impact opportunities for employment or advancement.

Digital Citizenship
Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.

Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g.,
W.6.8).

Describe tradeoffs between allowing information to be public (e.g., within online games)
versus keeping information private and secure.

Explain how information shared digitally is public and can be searched, copied, and
potentially seen by public audiences.

Manage digital identity and practice positive online behavior to avoid inappropriate forms
of self-disclosure.

Analyze online information to distinguish whether it is helpful or harmful to reputation.

An individual’s strengths, lifestyle goals, choices, and interests affect employment and
income.

Interdisciplinary Connections

LA.L.8.1

LA.L.8.2

LA.L8.4

LA.L.8.6

LAW.S.1
LA.W.8.6

LA.W.8.7

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and
collaborate with others.

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.



LA.RL8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

LA.RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

LA.RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or
digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

LA.RI.8.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.

LA.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

LA.SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information,
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

Differentiation

e Understand that gifted students, just like all students, come to school to learn and be challenged.

e Pre-assess your students. Find out their areas of strength as well as those areas you may need to
address before students move on.

e Consider grouping gifted students together for at least part of the school day.

¢ Plan for differentiation. Consider pre-assessments, extension activities, and compacting the curriculum.

e Use phrases like "You've shown you don't need more practice" or "You need more practice" instead of
words like "qualify" or "eligible" when referring to extension work.

e Encourage high-ability students to take on challenges. Because they're often used to getting good
grades, gifted students may be risk averse.

e Definitions of Differentiation Components:

o Content — the specific information that is to be taught in the lesson/unit/course of instruction.

o Process — how the student will acquire the content information.

o Product — how the student will demonstrate understanding of the content.

o Learning Environment — the environment where learning is taking place including physical
location and/or student grouping

Differentiation occurring in this unit:

Differentiation will be offered as listed in the above activities.

Modifications & Accommodations

Refer to QSAC EXCEL SMALL SPED ACCOMMOCATIONS spreadsheet in this discipline.

Modifications and Accommodations used in this unit:



IEP and 504 Accommodations will be utilized.

Benchmark Assessments

Benchmark Assessments are given periodically (e.g., at the end of every quarter or as frequently as once per
month) throughout a school year to establish baseline achievement data and measure progress toward a
standard or set of academic standards and goals.

Schoolwide Benchmark assessments:
Aimsweb benchmarks 3X a year
Linkit Benchmarks 3X a year

Additional Benchmarks used in this unit:

Teacher made assessments to measure growth.

Formative Assessments

Assessment allows both instructor and student to monitor progress towards achieving learning objectives, and
can be approached in a variety of ways. Formative assessment refers to tools that identify misconceptions,
struggles, and learning gaps along the way and assess how to close those gaps. It includes effective tools for
helping to shape learning, and can even bolster students’ abilities to take ownership of their learning when
they understand that the goal is to improve learning, not apply final marks (Trumbull and Lash, 2013). It can
include students assessing themselves, peers, or even the instructor, through writing, quizzes, conversation,
and more. In short, formative assessment occurs throughout a class or course, and seeks to improve student
achievement of learning objectives through approaches that can support specific student needs (Theal and
Franklin, 2010, p. 151).

Formative Assessments used in this unit:

Discussion
Teacher observation

projects



Summative Assessments

Summative assessments evaluate student learning, knowledge, proficiency, or success at the conclusion of an
instructional period, like a unit, course, or program. Summative assessments are almost always formally
graded and often heavily weighted (though they do not need to be). Summative assessment can be used to
great effect in conjunction and alignment with formative assessment, and instructors can consider a variety of
ways to combine these approaches.

Summative assessments for this unit:

Projects

Assessments listed above

Instructional Materials

Materials as needed for projects

Standards
S0C.6.1.4 Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)
S0OC.6.1.8.CivicsPL.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent

of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks
and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for
growth and change over time.

Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for
independence in the colonies. The fundamental principles of the United States
Constitution serve as the foundation of the United States government today. Westward
movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, the expansion of slavery, and the
development of transportation systems increased regional tensions.

Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for
independence in the colonies. The fundamental principles of the United States
Constitution serve as the foundation of the United States government today.

Political and civil institutions impact all aspects of people’s lives.



