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Unit Overview

Students will study different styles of poetry to learn about this form of artistic expression, and
create poems using what they have learned to express themselves.

Enduring Understandings

Students will recognize and understand poetry has a form of artistic expression and that different
types of poetry have different structures.
Students will recognize and understand that poetry expresses and evokes different emotions by
using sensory images, movement, sound, voice, etc.
Students will recognize and understand that poetry is written in specific structure, every aspect of
a poem has a purpose.

Essential Questions

What is Poetry? What are the different types of poetic forms?
How do you read a poem? How do you make sense of poetry?
How do you write a poem? What are the rules that apply to the different forms of poetry?

Instructional Strategies & Learning Activities
 View a poet reading poetry
 Identify the theme of a poem
 Analyze poetry focusing on form, title, sensory language, theme, stanza, storyline, and cadence
(rhythm)
 Respond to poetry open-ended questions using textual evidence
 Peer and self-assess poetry open-ended responses using rubric
 Write a poem in response to another poem
 Select a section rich in detail from a prose piece which will be turned into found poetry
 Select phrases and words from the prose piece to compose a found poem
 Write and revise found poems with peer feedback
 Infer how word choice makes poetry meaningful
 Demonstrate knowledge of analyzing poetry
 Reflect upon and analyze the meaning and conciseness of 6 word memoirs
 Write 6 word memoirs
 Create 6 word memoirs using Wordle.com
Activities:
Read aloud with whole class
Read silently
Independent reading
Vocabulary
Group discussions
Peer writing/editing
Grammar activities

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills
TECH.9.4.8.CI.4

Explore the role of creativity and innovation in career pathways and industries.

TECH.9.4.8.DC

Digital Citizenship

Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including
global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking.
TECH.9.4.8.CT.2

Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to
determine the most plausible option (e.g., MS-ETS1-4, 6.1.8.CivicsDP.1).
Multiple solutions often exist to solve a problem.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.12

Assess personal strengths, talents, values, and interests to appropriate jobs and careers to
maximize career potential.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.3

Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal
behavior affect income.

TECH.9.4.8.CI

Creativity and Innovation

TECH.9.4.8.DC.5

Manage digital identity and practice positive online behavior to avoid inappropriate forms
of self-disclosure.

TECH.9.4.8.CT

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.2

Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.4

Explain how an individual’s online behavior (e.g., social networking, photo exchanges,
video postings) may impact opportunities for employment or advancement.

WRK.9.2.8.CAP

Career Awareness and Planning

TECH.9.4.8.DC.2

Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g.,
W.6.8).

TECH.9.4.8.DC.1

Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.

TECH.9.4.8.DC.6

Analyze online information to distinguish whether it is helpful or harmful to reputation.

Technology and Design Integration
Students will inteact with the unit using the Smartboard, Google Classroom, document cameras and
Chromebooks for research, writing and publishing.
Troubleshooting a problem is more effective when knowledge of the specific device along
with a systematic process is used to identify the source of a problem.
CS.6-8.8.1.8.CS.4

Systematically apply troubleshooting strategies to identify and resolve hardware and
software problems in computing systems.

Interdisciplinary Connections
TECH.8.1.8

Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and
synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to
create and communicate knowledge.

Differentiation
 Understand that gifted students, just like all students, come to school to learn and be challenged.
 Pre-assess your students. Find out their areas of strength as well as those areas you may need to
address before students move on.
 Consider grouping gifted students together for at least part of the school day.
 Plan for differentiation. Consider pre-assessments, extension activities, and compacting the curriculum.

 Use phrases like "You've shown you don't need more practice" or "You need more practice" instead of
words like "qualify" or "eligible" when referring to extension work.
 Encourage high-ability students to take on challenges. Because they're often used to getting good
grades, gifted students may be risk averse.
 Definitions of Differentiation Components:
o Content – the specific information that is to be taught in the lesson/unit/course of instruction.
o Process – how the student will acquire the content information.
o Product – how the student will demonstrate understanding of the content.
o Learning Environment – the environment where learning is taking place including physical
location and/or student grouping
Differentiation occurring in this unit:
Creative choices
support

Modifications & Accommodations
Refer to QSAC EXCEL SMALL SPED ACCOMMOCATIONS spreadsheet in this discipline.
Modifications and Accommodations used in this unit:
IEP accommodations and support

Benchmark Assessments
Benchmark Assessments are given periodically (e.g., at the end of every quarter or as frequently as once per
month) throughout a school year to establish baseline achievement data and measure progress toward a
standard or set of academic standards and goals.
Schoolwide Benchmark assessments:
Aimsweb benchmarks 3X a year
Linkit Benchmarks 3X a year
Additional Benchmarks used in this unit:
Aimsweb
Writing Samples
Linkit testing 3 times a year.

Formative Assessments
Assessment allows both instructor and student to monitor progress towards achieving learning objectives, and
can be approached in a variety of ways. Formative assessment refers to tools that identify misconceptions,
struggles, and learning gaps along the way and assess how to close those gaps. It includes effective tools for
helping to shape learning, and can even bolster students’ abilities to take ownership of their learning when
they understand that the goal is to improve learning, not apply final marks (Trumbull and Lash, 2013). It can
include students assessing themselves, peers, or even the instructor, through writing, quizzes, conversation,
and more. In short, formative assessment occurs throughout a class or course, and seeks to improve student
achievement of learning objectives through approaches that can support specific student needs (Theal and
Franklin, 2010, p. 151).
Formative Assessments used in this unit:
Discussion
See lesson plans above.
Homework

Summative Assessments
Summative assessments evaluate student learning, knowledge, proficiency, or success at the conclusion of an
instructional period, like a unit, course, or program. Summative assessments are almost always formally
graded and often heavily weighted (though they do not need to be). Summative assessment can be used to
great effect in conjunction and alignment with formative assessment, and instructors can consider a variety of
ways to combine these approaches.
Summative assessments for this unit:

Teacher made unit assessments
Final writing projects

Instructional Materials
Poems listed in the lesson plan.

Chromebooks, Google Classroom
Recordings in the lesson plan.

Standards
LA.8.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course
of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an
objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.5

Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.6

Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.5

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.9.a

Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.2

Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind
its presentation.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.5

Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information,
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.6

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.3

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.4.a

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.4.c

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.4.d

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.5.a

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.5.b

Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.5.c

Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

