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Unit Overview

Students will compose a formal thank you note to thier teachers using Pixie.

Enduring Understandings

We can produce professional work using technology.

Essential Questions

What are the components of a good thank you note?

Instructional Strategies & Learning Activities

Objective: "Thank You Note'" to homeroom teacher in Pixie (SFr and 5B)
The student will be able to write a short, informal thank you note to their homeroom teacher to practice written
communication in a digital format.

Assessment:
Rubric

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

TECH.9.4.5.CI Creativity and Innovation

TECH.9.4.5.DC.4 Model safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using online or offline technology (e.g.,
8.1.5.NI.2).

TECH.9.4.5.TL.1 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital tools and identify the

advantages and disadvantages of using each.

TECH.9.4.5.TL.3 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text, change page
formatting, and include appropriate images graphics, or symbols.



TECH.9.4.5.IML.6 Use appropriate sources of information from diverse sources, contexts, disciplines, and
cultures to answer questions (e.g., RI.5.7, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.7, 7.1.NM. IPRET.5).

Technology and Design Integration

See activities above and standards below.

CS.3-5.8.1.5.CS.2 Model how computer software and hardware work together as a system to accomplish
tasks.

Interdisciplinary Connections

LA.RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.

LAW.5.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

LAW.5.6 With some guidance and support from adults and peers, use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in
a single sitting.

LAW.5.7 Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through

investigation of different perspectives of a topic.

LASL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LA.SL.5.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations
when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.

LA.L.5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

LA.L.5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.
LA.L.5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Differentiation

e Understand that gifted students, just like all students, come to school to learn and be challenged.

e Pre-assess your students. Find out their areas of strength as well as those areas you may need to
address before students move on.

Consider grouping gifted students together for at least part of the school day.

Plan for differentiation. Consider pre-assessments, extension activities, and compacting the curriculum.
Use phrases like "You've shown you don't need more practice" or "You need more practice" instead of
words like "qualify" or "eligible" when referring to extension work.

Encourage high-ability students to take on challenges. Because they're often used to getting good
grades, gifted students may be risk averse.



¢ Definitions of Differentiation Components:

o Content — the specific information that is to be taught in the lesson/unit/course of instruction.

o Process — how the student will acquire the content information.

o Product — how the student will demonstrate understanding of the content.

o Learning Environment — the environment where learning is taking place including physical
location and/or student grouping

Differentiation occurring in this unit:

Differentiation will be offered as listed in the above activities.

Modifications & Accommodations

Refer to QSAC EXCEL SMALL SPED ACCOMMOCATIONS spreadsheet in this discipline.

Modifications and Accommodations used in this unit:

IEP and 504 Accommodations will be utilized.

Formative Assessments

Assessment allows both instructor and student to monitor progress towards achieving learning objectives, and
can be approached in a variety of ways. Formative assessment refers to tools that identify misconceptions,
struggles, and learning gaps along the way and assess how to close those gaps. It includes effective tools for
helping to shape learning, and can even bolster students’ abilities to take ownership of their learning when
they understand that the goal is to improve learning, not apply final marks (Trumbull and Lash, 2013). It can
include students assessing themselves, peers, or even the instructor, through writing, quizzes, conversation,
and more. In short, formative assessment occurs throughout a class or course, and seeks to improve student
achievement of learning objectives through approaches that can support specific student needs (Theal and
Franklin, 2010, p. 151).

Formative Assessments used in this unit:

Discussion
Teacher observation

projects



Summative Assessments

summative assessments evaluate student learning, knowledge, proficiency, or success at the conclusion of an
instructional period, like a unit, course, or program. Summative assessments are almost always formally
graded and often heavily weighted (though they do not need to be). Summative assessment can be used to
great effect in conjunction and alignment with formative assessment, and instructors can consider a variety of
ways to combine these approaches.

Summative assessments for this unit:

Projects

Assessments listed above

Instructional Materials

Materials as needed for projects

Standards

See standards above.



