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The 6th-grade curriculum marks a major shift to Ancient World History, exploring the dawn of humanity and the emergence of the first great civilizations. This plan focuses on how geography shaped these societies and what legacies they left behind.
🍎 September: The Tools of a Historian
· Focus: Introduction to historical thinking and the five themes of geography.
· Key Concepts:
· What is History? Analyzing primary vs. secondary sources.
· The 5 Themes of Geography: Location, Place, Human-Environment Interaction, Movement, and Region.
· Archaeology & Anthropology: How do we study people from the past (e.g., artifacts vs. fossils)?
· From Hunters to Farmers: The Neolithic Revolution and the development of agriculture.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.8.A.1.b: Analyze primary and secondary sources.
· 6.2.8.A.1.a: Determine the influence of geography on the development of early societies.
· 6.2.8.C.1.a: Explain how the development of written language, trade, and agriculture led to the rise of complex societies.

🏺 October: Mesopotamia: The Cradle of Civilization
· Focus: Understanding the first civilizations in the Fertile Crescent.
· Key Concepts:
· Geography: The Tigris and Euphrates rivers and the Fertile Crescent.
· Sumer: The first city-states, inventions (the wheel, the plow), and social structure.
· Achievements: Cuneiform (the first writing system) and ziggurats.
· Government & Law: Hammurabi's Code and the concept of "an eye for an eye."
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.A.1.a: Determine the influence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.
· 6.2.8.C.1.a: Explain how cuneiform led to a complex society.
· 6.2.8.D.1.c: Analyze the influence of Hammurabi's Code.

🏛️ November: Ancient Egypt: The Gift of the Nile
· Focus: Exploring the power and unique culture of Ancient Egypt.
· Key Concepts:
· Geography: The Nile River ("Gift of the Nile"), its predictable flooding, and its impact on agriculture and settlement.
· Government: The role of the Pharaoh as a god-king (theocracy).
· Religion: Polytheism, beliefs about the afterlife, and the process of mummification.
· Achievements: Hieroglyphics, papyrus, and the engineering of the pyramids.

· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.A.1.a: Determine the influence of the Nile River.
· 6.2.8.D.1.b: Explain the impact of the pharaoh's role.
· 6.2.8.C.1.b: Analyze the lasting contributions of Egyptian achievements.

🧘 December: Ancient India
· Focus: The development of early civilizations and major world religions in the Indus Valley.
· Key Concepts:
· Geography: Indus and Ganges rivers, monsoons, and the Himalayan Mountains.
· Early Cities: Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro (evidence of urban planning).
· Hinduism: Core beliefs (reincarnation, karma, dharma).
· The Caste System: Its rigid social structure.
· Buddhism: The story of Siddhartha Gautama, the Four Noble Truths, and the Eightfold Path.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.A.1.a: Determine the influence of geography (monsoons, rivers) on India.
· 6.2.8.C.1.d: Assess the impact of the caste system.
· 6.2.8.D.1.d: Explain the origins and central beliefs of Hinduism and Buddhism.

🐉 January: Ancient China
· Focus: The rise of dynasties and the development of philosophies.
· Key Concepts:
· Geography: Huang He (Yellow) River ("China's Sorrow"), the Gobi Desert, and the Himalayas (impact of isolation).
· Dynasties: The Shang Dynasty (early writing) and the Mandate of Heaven.
· Philosophies: Confucianism (social order, respect), Daoism (harmony with nature), and Legalism (strict laws).
· The Silk Road: The emergence of a major trade network connecting East and West.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.A.1.a: Determine the influence of geography on China's development.
· 6.2.8.D.1.c: Analyze the impact of the Mandate of Heaven and Chinese philosophies.
· 6.2.8.C.2.a: Explain the economic impact of the Silk Road.

🇬🇷 February: Ancient Greece (Part 1: City-States)
· Focus: How geography led to independent city-states, including Athens and Sparta.
· Key Concepts:
· Geography: How a mountainous peninsula and many islands led to the creation of independent city-states (polis) instead of a united empire.
· Athens: The development of direct democracy.
· Sparta: An oligarchic and militaristic society.
· Religion: Greek mythology and the Olympic games.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.A.2.a: Determine the influence of geography on the development of the Greek polis.
· 6.2.8.D.2.a: Compare and contrast the governments of Athens and Sparta.
· 6.1.8.A.2.a: Compare the democratic principles of Ancient Athens to our own.

🏛️ March: Ancient Greece (Part 2: Golden Age & Alexander)
· Focus: The cultural achievements of Greece and the spread of its culture.
· Key Concepts:
· Persian Wars: How the Greek city-states united against a common enemy.
· Golden Age of Athens: Pericles, the building of the Parthenon.
· Cultural Achievements: Philosophy (Socrates, Plato, Aristotle), theater (comedy/tragedy), and architecture.
· Alexander the Great: His conquests and the spread of Hellenistic culture (blending of Greek, Persian, Egyptian, and Indian cultures).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.C.2.b: Analyze the lasting contributions of Greek philosophy, art, and architecture.
· 6.2.8.B.2.b: Explain the impact of Alexander the Great and the spread of Hellenistic culture.

🦅 April: The Roman Republic
· Focus: The rise of Rome and the structure of its republican government.
· Key Concepts:
· Geography: The Italian peninsula, the Alps, and the Mediterranean Sea.
· The Republic: The shift from monarchy to a republic.
· Government: Patricians vs. Plebeians, the Senate, and the Twelve Tables (written laws).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.D.2.b: Describe the structure of the Roman Republic.
· 6.1.8.A.2.a: Compare the republican principles of Rome to the U.S. government.
· 6.2.8.D.1.c: Analyze the influence of the Twelve Tables.

🏟️ May: The Roman Empire
· Focus: The transition from Republic to Empire and Rome's greatest achievements.
· Key Concepts:
· From Republic to Empire: The rise of Julius Caesar and the rule of Augustus (Pax Romana).
· Achievements: Engineering (aqueducts, roads, Colosseum), art (mosaics), and language (Latin).
· Rise of Christianity: Its origins and spread through the empire.
· The "Fall" of Rome: Key factors (e.g., invasion, economic problems, political instability).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.D.2.c: Explain the transition from Republic to Empire.
· 6.2.8.C.2.c: Analyze the lasting contributions of Roman achievements.
· 6.2.8.D.2.f: Explain the origins and spread of Christianity.
· 6.2.8.D.2.g: Analyze the internal and external factors that led to the fall of Rome.

☀️ June: Legacies of the Ancient World
· Focus: Reviewing how the ancient world continues to influence our lives today.
· Key Concepts:
· Our Government: Greek democracy and the Roman Republic's influence on the U.S. Constitution.
· Our Language: Greek and Latin roots in English.
· Our Architecture: Greek columns and Roman domes in our public buildings.
· Our World: The lasting impact of world religions (Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity) and philosophies (Confucianism).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.2.8.C.2.d: Summarize the lasting contributions of the ancient world.
· 6.1.8.A.2.a: (Review) Connecting ancient democratic principles to the U.S.
