3rd Grade Social Studies Scope and Sequence, aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS)
This plan shifts the focus from the local community (covered in 2nd grade) to a deeper dive into our state, New Jersey, and its geography, history, government, and economy.
🍎 September: What is a State?
· Focus: Understanding citizenship and locating our place in the state and nation.
· Key Concepts:
· Review Citizenship: What are the rights and responsibilities of being a good citizen in our school and community?
· Rules vs. Laws: Why do we have rules in the classroom and laws in our community and state?
· Location: What is a state? What is our state's name (New Jersey)?
· Mapping: Locating New Jersey, the United States, and the continent of North America on a map and globe.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.A.1: Explain the difference between conflicts and resolutions. (Tied to rules/laws).
· 6.1.4.A.2: Explain the purpose of rules and laws.
· 6.1.4.B.1: Locate New Jersey in relation to other states, and the U.S. in relation to other countries.

🗺️ October: The Geography of New Jersey
· Focus: Using maps to explore the "place" of New Jersey.
· Key Concepts:
· Map Skills: Using a map key, compass rose (cardinal and intermediate directions), and map scale (introduction).
· Physical Features: Identifying major physical features of NJ (e.g., Delaware River, Hudson River, Atlantic Ocean, Pinelands, Highlands).
· Human Features: Identifying major human features (e.g., cities like Trenton, Newark; transportation routes).
· Regions of NJ: Describing the different regions of New Jersey (e.g., North, Central, South, and the Shore).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.B.2: Use maps to identify and describe physical and human features of New Jersey.
· 6.1.4.B.3: Use the formal (regions) and informal (names) system of geographic classification.
· 6.1.4.B.4: Describe the physical and human characteristics of New Jersey.

🦃 November: The First People of New Jersey
· Focus: Understanding the history and culture of New Jersey's indigenous people, the Lenape.
· Key Concepts:
· The Lenape: Who were the first people to live in "Lenapehoking" (New Jersey)?
· Daily Life: How did the Lenape meet their basic needs (food, shelter, clothing)?
· Environment: How did the Lenape use and respect the natural resources of the region?
· Culture: Exploring Lenape traditions, family structures, and stories.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.D.3: Describe the traditions, beliefs, and interactions of the Lenape.
· 6.1.4.B.6: (Apply) Describe how the environment influenced the Lenape.

❄️ December: Colonial New Jersey
· Focus: Understanding the arrival of Europeans and the establishment of the New Jersey colony.
· Key Concepts:
· Exploration & Settlement: Why did Europeans (e.g., Dutch, Swedish, English) come to New Jersey?
· Colonial Life: What was life like for children and families in colonial times? (e.g., jobs, school, homes).
· Change: How did the arrival of Europeans change the lives of the Lenape?
· Chronology: Using timelines to sequence events (Lenape -> European exploration -> Colonial settlement).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.D.4: Describe the daily lives of colonists.
· 6.1.4.D.1: Use primary and secondary sources to describe daily life.
· 6.1.4.D.2: Explain the sequence of events.

🏛️ January: New Jersey State Government
· Focus: Understanding how our state government works and the role of leaders.
· Key Concepts:
· Purpose of Government: Why do we have a state government? (To make laws, provide services).
· State Capital: Identifying Trenton as the state capital.
· State Leaders: Identifying the role of the Governor as the leader of the state.
· Local Leaders: Identifying the role of the Mayor as the leader of the local community.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.A.3: Explain the purpose and services of state government.
· 6.1.4.A.4: Identify the services provided by local and state governments.
· 6.1.4.A.5: Explain the roles of the mayor and governor.

🇺🇸 February: Our Nation's Values
· Focus: Connecting state citizenship to national values and symbols.
· Key Concepts:
· Review: National leaders (President) and symbols (flag, anthem).
· Core Democratic Values: Defining and discussing values like liberty, justice, equality, and responsibility.
· Historical Figures: Discussing historical figures from NJ and the U.S. who modeled these values (e.g., Abraham Lincoln, MLK Jr., notable NJ figures).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.A.7: Explain the meaning of core democratic values.
· 6.1.4.D.7: Describe how historical figures acted on core values.
· 6.3.4.A.1: Evaluate what makes a good leader.

💰 March: Economics: Scarcity & Choices
· Focus: Introducing basic economic principles.
· Key Concepts:
· Review: Producers and consumers, goods and services.
· Scarcity: Understanding that resources are limited, which means people can't have everything they want.
· Economic Choices: How does scarcity force people (families, communities) to make choices?
· Entrepreneurs: What is an entrepreneur? Identifying local businesses and entrepreneurs.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.C.1: Distinguish between producers and consumers.
· 6.1.4.C.2: Explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions.
· 6.1.4.C.3: Identify entrepreneurs in the community.

💵 April: Economics: Our State's Economy
· Focus: Understanding how people and the government earn and use money.
· Key Concepts:
· Specialization: Why do people have different jobs? How does specialization help the community?
· Interdependence: How do people in New Jersey depend on each other and on people in other states/countries?
· Taxes: Why do people pay taxes? What public services do taxes pay for? (e.g., schools, roads, police, parks).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.C.4: Describe how specialization and interdependence are components of an economy.
· 6.1.4.C.5: Explain the purpose of taxes and how they are used.

🌳 May: Human-Environment Interaction
· Focus: Exploring how New Jerseyans use and are affected by their environment.
· Key Concepts:
· Using the Land: How does NJ's geography affect its economy? (e.g., farming in the "Garden State," tourism at the Jersey Shore).
· Modifying the Environment: How have people changed NJ's environment? (e.g., building cities, bridges, farms).
· Protecting the Environment: Why is it important to protect natural resources? (e.g., recycling, conservation, protecting the Pinelands).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.4.B.6: Describe how New Jersey's geography influenced its development and economy.
· 6.1.4.B.7: Explain how people's beliefs and actions have impacted the environment.

☀️ June: New Jersey's Diverse People
· Focus: Celebrating the cultural diversity of New Jersey.
· Key Concepts:
· Immigration: Why have people from all over the world come to live in New Jersey? (e.g., connection to Ellis Island, New York City, Philadelphia).
· Cultural Contributions: How have different immigrant groups contributed to NJ's culture (e.g., food, festivals, music)?
· Review: What makes New Jersey a unique and diverse state?
· Key NJSLS:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]6.1.4.D.5: Describe the contributions of diverse cultural groups to New Jersey.
· 6.1.4.C.6: Describe how New Jersey is linked to other communities.

