1st Grade Social Studies Scope and Sequence, aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This plan continues the "expanding horizons" model from Kindergarten, moving from the classroom to the school and the local community, while integrating foundational concepts of civics, geography, history, and economics.
🍎 September: Our Classroom Community
· Focus: Establishing a positive classroom community and understanding citizenship.
· Key Concepts:
· What does it mean to be a good citizen in our classroom?
· Rules and Laws: Why does our classroom have rules? Why do communities have laws? (e.g., safety, fairness).
· Roles & Responsibilities: What is my job as a student? What is the teacher's job?
· Leadership: Identifying leaders in the classroom (e.g., teacher, line leader).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.A.1: Explain the roles and responsibilities of a citizen.
· 6.1.1.A.2: Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of individuals.
· 6.3.1.A.1: Identify leaders in the classroom, school, and community.

🏫 October: Our School Community
· Focus: Expanding the concept of community from the classroom to the whole school.
· Key Concepts:
· School Helpers: Who works in our school? (e.g., principal, nurse, custodian, librarian, bus driver).
· Goods & Services: What "services" do school helpers provide? (e.g., the nurse helps us feel better).
· Mapping: Creating a simple map of our classroom and school.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.C.2: Describe the different jobs people do in the school and community.
· 6.1.1.C.3: Differentiate between goods and services.
· 6.1.1.B.2: Use maps and globes to locate places in the classroom and school.

🦃 November: Family & Traditions
· Focus: Understanding personal history and diverse family cultures.
· Key Concepts:
· Family Structures: Recognizing that all families are unique and special.
· Culture & Traditions: What are traditions? Sharing family stories, holidays, and celebrations.
· Past & Present: How was life "long ago" different from life "today"? (e.g., clothing, school, games).
· Timelines: Creating a simple personal timeline (baby, toddler, now).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.D.3: Compare and contrast family traditions.
· 6.1.1.D.1: Describe the difference between past and present.
· 6.1.1.D.2: Use timelines to sequence events.

🏘️ December: Our Local Community
· Focus: Identifying the people and places that make up the local neighborhood/community.
· Key Concepts:
· Community Helpers: Who works in our community? (e.g., firefighter, police officer, doctor, mail carrier, construction worker).
· Places: What places are in our community? (e.g., store, library, park, fire station, hospital).
· Location: Describing where places are located (e.g., "The park is next to the school.").
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.C.2: Describe the different jobs people do in the school and community.
· 6.1.1.B.1: Describe one's location in the community.

❄️ January: Citizenship & Leaders
· Focus: Understanding what makes a good citizen and the role of leaders.
· Key Concepts:
· Community Leaders: Who are the leaders in our community? (e.g., mayor).
· Fairness & Respect: What does it mean to treat others fairly and with respect?
· Historical Figures: Discussing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as a leader who worked for fairness and change.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.3.1.A.1: Identify leaders in the classroom, school, and community.
· 6.1.1.A.3: Recognize Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as a leader.
· 6.1.1.A.2: Explain how rules and laws promote fairness and safety.

🇺🇸 February: Our Country & Its Symbols
· Focus: Developing an awareness of national identity.
· Key Concepts:
· National Identity: Identifying the United States as our country and New Jersey as our state.
· National Symbols: Recognizing symbols like the American flag, bald eagle, and Statue of Liberty.
· Patriotic Songs & Pledge: Practicing the Pledge of Allegiance and learning patriotic songs.
· Holidays: Discussing national holidays like Presidents' Day.
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.A.4: Identify and describe national symbols.
· 6.1.1.A.5: Explain the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance.
· 6.1.1.A.6: Recognize national holidays.

🗺️ March: Maps, Globes & Our World
· Focus: Introducing foundational map and globe skills.
· Key Concepts:
· Maps vs. Globes: What is the difference between a map (flat) and a globe (round)?
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.B.2: Use maps and globes.
· 6.1.1.B.3: Use a compass rose and map key.
· 6.1.1.B.4: Identify continents and oceans.

💰 April: Economics: Needs, Wants & Jobs
· Focus: Introducing basic economic concepts.
· Key Concepts:
· Needs vs. Wants: Differentiating between things we need (food, water, shelter) and things we want (toys, games).
· Goods vs. Services: Is it a good (an object you buy) or a service (a job someone does for you)?
· Earning Money: Why do people have jobs? (To earn money to pay for needs and wants).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.C.1: Differentiate between needs and wants.
· 6.1.1.C.3: Differentiate between goods and services.
· 6.1.1.C.2: Describe the different jobs people do.

♻️ May: Our Environment & Choices
· Focus: Understanding how people interact with their environment and make economic choices.
· Key Concepts:
· Human-Environment Interaction: How does the environment affect us (e.g., weather)? How do we affect the environment (e.g., planting trees, littering)?
· Natural Resources: What are natural resources? (e.g., water, trees).
· Economic Choices: What is money? Making choices about spending (buying now) and saving (waiting to buy).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.B.5: Describe how people interact with the environment.
· 6.1.1.C.4: Explain why people make choices about spending and saving.

🌎 June: Our Global Community
· Focus: Reviewing citizenship and introducing the concept of global connections.
· Key Concepts:
· Review: What does it mean to be a good citizen in our classroom, school, and community?
· Similarities & Differences: Looking at how children and families live in other parts of the world.
· Connecting Cultures: How are we all connected? (e.g., we all have families, needs, and traditions).
· Key NJSLS:
· 6.1.1.D.4: Describe how people in the local community and other parts of the world are both similar and different.
· 6.1.1.A.1: (Review) Roles and responsibilities of a citizen.
