Kindergarten ELA Scope and Sequence, aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS)
This plan is built on a logical progression from concepts of print and phonological awareness to phonics and emergent writing. Thematic units are used to integrate all strands of ELA.

🏃‍♀️ Ongoing Foundational Skills (Practiced Daily, All Year)
These skills are the core of the Kindergarten ELA block and are practiced continuously, spiraling in complexity.
· Phonological Awareness (RF.K.2): Rhyming, clapping syllables, blending and segmenting onset-rime (e.g., /c/ - /at/), and isolating sounds.
· Concepts of Print (RF.K.1): Tracking text from left-to-right, top-to-bottom; understanding the difference between letters, words, and sentences; identifying the front/back cover and author/illustrator.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.K.1): Engaging in collaborative "turn and talks" and whole-group conversations.
· Handwriting (L.K.1a): Practicing correct formation of uppercase and lowercase letters.
· Read-Alouds (RL.K.10 & RI.K.10): Actively participating in daily read-alouds of complex fiction and nonfiction texts.

🍂 September: Welcome to Kindergarten
· Unit Theme: All About Me; Our School Community
· Unit Focus: Establishing routines, identifying names, and understanding what a book is.
· Reading (RF & RL):
· RF.K.1: Introduce Concepts of Print. (Holding a book, front/back cover, author/illustrator).
· RL.K.1: With prompting, ask and answer questions about key details in a read-aloud.
· Phonics & Phonological Awareness (RF):
· RF.K.2: Focus on rhyming ("Do cat and hat rhyme?").
· RF.K.3: Begin letter identification (uppercase and lowercase), starting with letters in student names.
· Writing (W):
· W.K.8: Practice writing their first name.
· Use drawing to express an idea (e.g., draw a picture of their family).

🎃 October: Exploring Our World
· Unit Theme: Fall; Community Helpers; Pumpkins
· Unit Focus: Letters have sounds; words are made of parts (syllables).
· Reading (RI):
· RI.K.1: Ask and answer questions about a nonfiction text (e.g., "What does a firefighter do?").
· RI.K.2: Identify the main topic of a simple informational text.
· Phonics & Phonological Awareness (RF):
· RF.K.2: Focus on syllables (clapping the parts of words: pump-kin).
· RF.K.3: Continue letter identification and introduce letter sounds (e.g., /m/, /s/, /t/, /a/).
· Writing (W):
· W.K.3: Use drawing and dictating to tell a simple narrative about an event (e.g., "We went to the farm.").
· Begin labeling drawings with the first letter of the word (e.g., "S" for sun).

🦃 November: Family & Gratitude
· Unit Theme: Family; Harvest; Then & Now
· Unit Focus: Blending sounds to make words; opinion writing.
· Reading (RL):
· RL.K.3: With prompting, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.
· RL.K.7: Describe the relationship between illustrations and the story (e.g., "How does this picture show the character is sad?").
· Phonics & Phonological Awareness (RF):
· RF.K.2: Focus on onset-rime (blending /c/ + /at/ = cat).
· RF.K.3: Introduce High-Frequency Words (HFWs), e.g., I, a, see, my.
· Writing (W):
· W.K.1: Use drawing and writing to compose an opinion piece (e.g., "My favorite food is..." / "I like...").

❄️ December: Winter Wonders
· Unit Theme: Winter; Weather; Gingerbread
· Unit Focus: Breaking words apart (segmenting); informative writing.
· Reading (RL & RI):
· RL.K.2: With prompting, retell a familiar story.
· RI.K.5: Identify text features (e.g., title, headings).
· Phonics & Phonological Awareness (RF):
· RF.K.2: Focus on segmenting CVC words (e.g., mat -> /m/ /a/ /t/).
· RF.K.3: Continue blending and segmenting CVC words. More HFWs (e.g., the, like, to).
· Writing (W):
· W.K.2: Use drawing and writing to compose an informative piece (e.g., "All About Snow," "How to Make Gingerbread").

🧊 January: New Year, New Skills
· Unit Theme: Arctic Animals; Folktales
· Unit Focus: Identifying sounds in all positions; writing a simple sentence.
· Reading (RI):
· RI.K.3: With prompting, describe the connection between two pieces of information (e.g., "What happens when the sun comes out? The snow melts.").
· Phonics & Phonological Awareness (RF):
· RF.K.2: Focus on isolating sounds (e.g., "What's the first sound in dog? What's the last sound?").
· Writing (W):
· W.K.2: Continue "All About" books.
· L.K.1f: Begin producing and expanding simple sentences (e.g., "I see a..." -> "I see a big dog.").
· L.K.2: Introduce end punctuation (period).

❤️ February: Friends & Feelings
· Unit Theme: Friendship; Kindness; Our Country
· Unit Focus: Comparing texts; writing a "brave" (invented) spelling sentence.
· Reading (RL & RI):
· RL.K.9 / RI.K.9: With prompting, compare and contrast the experiences of characters in two stories OR two texts on the same topic (e.g., two books about friends).
· Phonics & Phonological Awareness (RF):
· RF.K.2: Focus on substituting sounds (e.g., "Change the /m/ in map to /t/... what's the new word?").
· RF.K.3: All letter sounds should be mastered.
· Writing (W):
· Students write simple sentences using "brave spelling" and HFWs (e.g., "I lik mi dag.").
· L.K.1a: Begin using capital letters for "I" and at the start of a sentence.

🌷 March: On the Move!
· Unit Theme: Transportation; Weather; Spring
· Unit Focus: Reading CVC words; long vowels; narrative writing.
· 
· Reading (RF):
* RF.K.4: Begin reading simple emergent-reader texts (with HFWs and decodable CVC words).
· Phonics & Phonological Awareness (RF):
· RF.K.3: Introduce long vowel sounds and the concept of CVCe ("magic e") (e.g., hop vs. hope).
· Writing (W):
· W.K.3: Write a narrative that tells a story with a beginning, middle, and end (e.g., "First... Next... Last...").
· L.K.1d: Understand and use question words (who, what, where).

🌎 April: Growing & Changing
· Unit Theme: Plants; Earth Day; Life Cycles
· Unit Focus: Asking questions; shared research.
· Reading (RI):
· RI.K.1: Ask questions to get information.
· RF.K.4: Read emergent-reader texts with more fluency.
· Phonics & Phonological Awareness (RF):
· Review all CVC and CVCe patterns.
· Writing (W):
· W.K.7: Participate in a shared research project (e.g., as a class, learn about butterflies and create a chart).
· W.K.2: Write an informative piece based on the research ("Butterflies have...").
· L.K.1b: Use plural nouns (e.g., one egg, two eggs).

☀️ May: Animal Adventures
· Unit Theme: Farms; Zoos; Insects
· Unit Focus: Applying all skills; asking and answering questions.
· Reading (RL & RI):
· RL.K.4 / RI.K.4: With prompting, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
· RL.K.3: Describe characters, setting, and events with more independence.
· Phonics (RF):
· Review all HFWs and phonics skills.
· Writing (W):
· Review all three types of writing (Narrative, Informative, Opinion) with a focus on sentence structure, capitalization, and punctuation.
· L.K.1e: Use prepositions (e.g., in, on, under, beside).

🎓 June: Ready for First Grade!
· Unit Theme: Summer; Ocean; Looking Back
· Unit Focus: Celebrating growth; applying skills independently.
· Reading (RL & RI):
· Students read familiar emergent-reader texts independently.
· Retell stories and identify the main topic with less prompting.
· Writing (W):
· "Author Celebration": Students choose their favorite piece of writing, revise it, and share it with the class.
· Speaking (SL):
· SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, and things.
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