7th Grade ELA Scope and Sequence, aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS)
This plan is built around thematic units. The 7th-grade year is a critical leap in analytical thinking. The focus shifts to citing several pieces of evidence, analyzing how parts of a text interact (e.g., plot and character), evaluating arguments, and formally acknowledging counterclaims in writing.

🏃‍♀️ Ongoing Foundational Skills (Taught Daily, All Year)
These skills are practiced continuously and integrated into all units.
· Vocabulary Development (L.7.4): Determining the meaning of unknown words using context clues, and knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and roots (e.g., bene, mal, therm, struct).
· Conventions of Grammar (L.7.1): Understanding sentence structure (phrases and clauses); correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.7.1): Engaging in collaborative discussions, citing evidence from texts, and building on others' ideas thoughtfully.

🍂 September: Foundations of Analysis
· Unit Theme: Identity & Perspective
· Unit Focus: Establishing workshop routines. Mastering the year's core skill: citing multiple pieces of textual evidence to support an analysis. Crafting a sophisticated personal narrative.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.7.1 & RI.7.1): Citing several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· Writing (W.7.3): Writing narratives that use effective technique (e.g., dialogue, pacing, description), a well-structured event sequence, and a reflective conclusion.
· Language (L.7.1a): Explaining the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.
· Language (L.7.2): Using commas to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., a long, winding road).

🎃 October: Analyzing Literary Elements
· Unit Theme: Choices & Consequences; Historical Fiction
· Unit Focus: Analyzing how literary elements interact to create meaning. How does the setting influence the characters? How do characters' actions drive the plot?
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.7.3): Analyzing how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).
· Reading Literature (RL.7.2): Determining two or more themes or central ideas in a text and analyzing their development over the course of the text.
· Writing (W.7.9a): Drawing evidence from literary texts to support analysis and reflection (e.g., writing an analytical paragraph about how a character's choice was influenced by the setting).

🦃 November: Deconstructing Informational Text
· Unit Theme: Science & Society; Technology
· Unit Focus: Determining multiple central ideas in a nonfiction text and analyzing how an author's text structure (e.g., problem/solution, cause/effect) builds their case.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Informational Text (RI.7.2): Determining two or more central ideas in a text and analyzing their development.
· Reading Informational Text (RI.7.5): Analyzing the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.
· Writing (W.7.2): Writing informative/explanatory texts that introduce a topic, organize ideas, and develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, and quotations.

❄️ December: Evaluating Arguments
· Unit Theme: Current Events; Media Literacy
· Unit Focus: This is a crucial reading unit. Students will learn to trace and evaluate an author's argument, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Informational Text (RI.7.8): Tracing and evaluating the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.
· Reading Informational Text (RI.7.6): Determining an author's purpose and analyzing how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.7.3): Delineating a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the sufficiency of the evidence.

🧊 January: Writing the Argument
· Unit Theme: Taking a Stand; Community Issues
· Unit Focus: This is the major 7th-grade writing unit. Students will move beyond "opinion" to write a formal argument, which must include an acknowledgment of opposing claims (counterclaims).
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.7.1): Writing arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
· W.7.1a: Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish alternate or opposing claims.
· W.7.1b: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from credible sources.
· Writing (W.7.4): Producing clear and coherent writing with development, organization, and style appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

❤️ February: The Research Project
· Unit Theme: Historical Inquiry; Scientific Discovery
· Unit Focus: Conducting a short, focused research project. The emphasis is on formulating a good question, assessing source credibility, and learning to quote and paraphrase correctly to avoid plagiarism.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.7.7): Conducting short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources.
· Writing (W.7.8): Gathering relevant information from multiple credible print and digital sources; quoting or paraphrasing data and conclusions while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard citation format.
· Writing (W.7.2): Using the research to write a formal informative report.

🌷 March: Author's Craft: Poetry & Point of View
· Unit Theme: Voice; Art & Expression
· Unit Focus: Analyzing how how an author says something is as important as what they say. This includes word choice, figurative language, sound devices in poetry, and contrasting points of view.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.7.4): Analyzing the impact of rhyme and other repetitions of sound (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or story.
· Reading Literature (RL.7.6): Analyzing how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.
· Language (L.7.5): Interpreting figurative language (e.g., personification, paradox) and analyzing the relationship between words (e.g., synonyms/antonyms).

🌎 April: Synthesizing Across Genres
· Unit Theme: The Human Experience; Historical Moments
· Unit Focus: A high-level synthesis unit. Students will compare a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or event with a historical or informational account of the same period.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.7.9): Comparing and contrasting a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character with a historical account of the same period to understand how authors use or alter history.
· Reading Informational Text (RI.7.9): Analyzing how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations.
· Writing (W.7.9): Drawing evidence from both literary and informational texts to support a comparative analysis.

☀️ May: Drama & Media Analysis
· Unit Theme: Classic Tales; Modern Adaptations
· Unit Focus: Engaging with a class play (e.g., A Christmas Carol, The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street) and analyzing how a text is transformed when it becomes a film or play.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.7.7): Comparing and contrasting a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, film, stage, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, camera angles).
· Reading Literature (RL.7.5): Analyzing how a drama's structure (e.g., scenes, acts) contributes to its meaning.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.7.5): Including multimedia components in presentations to clarify claims and add interest.

🎓 June: Culminating Projects & Reflection
· Unit Theme: Looking Back, Moving Forward
· Unit Focus: Publishing a "capstone" project (e.g., a final research presentation, a digital portfolio). Reflecting on the year's growth and preparing for 8th grade.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.7.6): Using technology to produce and publish writing and to collaborate with others.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.7.4): Presenting claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound reasoning, and a clear line of reasoning.
· Activity: "This I Believe" speeches, digital portfolios, or presenting a final argument/research project.
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