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Unit Overview
 Coming of age is a learning process that endures beyond novels to informational text, film, and real life, and 
students compare and contrast characters’ experiences to come up with their own definition for “coming of 
age novels.” 

Enduring Understandings
Coming of age stories help us to understand the universal experience of growing up. 

Essential Questions
How can literature help us understand what it means to “grow up”?

Instructional Strategies & Learning Activities
For Reading and Writing in Each Module

Cite Evidence 
RL/RI.6.1

Analyze content 
RL.6.2-6.7,6.9 

RI.6.2-9 
SL.6.2-3

Study & apply 
language 

conventions

 L.6.1-4

 Study & apply 
vocabulary 
RL/RI. 6.4, 
L.6.4-6

      Conduct 
      discussions

       SL.6.1, 6.6

 

Writing W. 6.4, 
6.5

 

Reading Comprehension and 
Fluency

Word Study and Language 
Conventions

Writing and Reporting

RL.6.1 RL.6.2 RL.6.3 RL.6.4

RL.6.5 RL.6.6 RL.6.7 RL.6.9

SL.6.1 SL.6.2 SL.6.3 SL.6.4

RI.6.1 RI.6.2 RI.6.3 RI.6.4

L.6.1 L.6.2 L.6.3 L.6.4

L.6.6

Greek & Latin Roots Study, 
including:

W.6.1 W.6.2 W.6.3 W.6.4 W.6.5

L.6.1 L.6.2 L.6.3

On-Demand Prompt: 
Explanatory (W.6.3)

Pre On Demand



RI.6.5 RI.6.6 RI.6.7 RI.6.8

RI.6.9

Suggested Short Literature 
Pieces:

• Prentice Hall: Timeless 
Voices, Timeless Themes

• “Eleven” by Sandra 
Cisneros

• Wordly Wise 3000 Level 
6

 

Suggested Short Informational 
Pieces:

 

•  Brief nonfiction pieces 
(such as essays, 
autobiographies, 
newspaper articles, 
magazine articles or 
reliable internet sources) 
based on possible topics 
such as: coming of age, 
friendship, respect, 
responsibility

 

(RI.6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 
6.8, 6.9)

Suggested Extended Texts:

 

 

Application of Learned Skills:

•  Compare and contrast 
the experience of reading 
a story, drama or poem 
to listening to or viewing 
an audio, video or live 
version of the text, 
including contrasting 
what they “see” and 

•  fore-

(L.6.4)

• Vocabulary Studies:
•  Select words which are 

embedded in any of the 
readings done in class, 
fiction or nonfiction.

•  Apply academic or 
domain specific words 
within student body of 
work.

• (L. 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.6)

 

Language Focus:

•  Explain the function of 
subordinate clauses and 
their dependence on 
independent clauses. 
Identify key words that 
signal subordinate 
clauses such as who, 
which, that, after, 
because, before when, 
and until

(L.6.1)

• Explain the meaning of 
homophones and be able 
to select the correct 
spelling based on context 
in a sentence (wrap, rap, 
ring, wring, rest, wrest)

 

 

 

Explain how you felt on your 
eleventh birthday and what your 
hopes and dreams were for the 
rest of the year.

OR
Explain what you would do in a 
situation where you were 
wrongly accused of something 
by an adult.

Post On Demand

Write two notes to Rachel’s 
family about what happened to 
her at school. Write one note as 
Mrs. Price. Write the other as 
Rachel.

Short Constructed Response: 
(possible examples)

Argumentative-

Write a paragraph choosing 
whether Rachel’s reaction to 
Mrs. Price was appropriate or 
not.

 

Narrative-

Write an alternative ending to 
for Rachel at the conclusion of 
“Eleven”.

 

 



“hear” when reading the 
text to what they 
perceive when they listen 
or watch. (RL.6.7, 
SL.6.2).

• . (RL.6.9)
• Diagram the elements of 

a narrative in a plot 
diagram identifying the 
exposition, conflict, 
rising action, climax, 
falling action, and 
conclusion.

 

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

WRK.9.2.8.CAP Career Awareness and Planning 

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.2 Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest. 

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.3 Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal 
behavior affect income. 

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.4 Explain how an individual’s online behavior (e.g., social networking, photo exchanges, 
video postings) may impact opportunities for employment or advancement. 

TECH.9.4.8.CT Critical Thinking and Problem-solving 

TECH.9.4.8.CT.2 Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to 
determine the most plausible option (e.g., MS-ETS1-4, 6.1.8.CivicsDP.1). 

TECH.9.4.8.CT.3 Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the 
factors that led to a positive or negative outcome. 

TECH.9.4.8.DC.5 Manage digital identity and practice positive online behavior to avoid inappropriate forms 
of self-disclosure. 

TECH.9.4.8.DC.6 Analyze online information to distinguish whether it is helpful or harmful to reputation. 

An essential aspect of problem solving is being able to self-reflect on why possible 
solutions for solving problems were or were not successful. 

Digital communities are used by individuals to share information, organize, and engage 
around issues and topics of interest. 

Technology and Design Integration
Students will interact with the unit using the Smartboard, Document Camera and Chromebooks/Google 
Classroom

CS.6-8.8.1.8.CS.4 Systematically apply troubleshooting strategies to identify and resolve hardware and 
software problems in computing systems. 



Troubleshooting a problem is more effective when knowledge of the specific device along 
with a systematic process is used to identify the source of a problem. 

Interdisciplinary Connections

SOC.6.1.8 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 
make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

TECH.8.1.5 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to 
create and communicate knowledge. 

TECH.8.1.5.B Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge 
and develop innovative products and process using technology. 

TECH.8.1.5.E Research and Information Fluency: Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and 
use information. 

Differentiation
• Understand that gifted students, just like all students, come to school to learn and be challenged.
• Pre-assess your students. Find out their areas of strength as well as those areas you may need to 

address before students move on.
• Consider grouping gifted students together for at least part of the school day.
• Plan for differentiation. Consider pre-assessments, extension activities, and compacting the curriculum.
• Use phrases like "You've shown you don't need more practice" or "You need more practice" instead of 

words like "qualify" or "eligible" when referring to extension work.
• Encourage high-ability students to take on challenges. Because they're often used to getting good 

grades, gifted students may be risk averse.
• Definitions of Differentiation Components: 

o Content – the specific information that is to be taught in the lesson/unit/course of instruction.
o Process – how the student will acquire the content information.
o Product – how the student will demonstrate understanding of the content.
o Learning Environment – the environment where learning is taking place including physical 

location and/or student grouping

 Differentiation occurring in this unit:

 

Additional support and/or additional challenges will be available to students in need of modifications. 

Modifications & Accommodations
 



Refer to QSAC EXCEL SMALL SPED ACCOMMOCATIONS spreadsheet in this discipline.

Modifications and Accommodations used in this unit:

IEP and 504 plans will be utilized. 

Benchmark Assessments
 

Benchmark Assessments are given periodically (e.g., at the end of every quarter or as frequently as once per 
month) throughout a school year to establish baseline achievement data and measure progress toward a 
standard or set of academic standards and goals.

Schoolwide Benchmark assessments:

Aimsweb benchmarks 3X a year

Linkit Benchmarks 3X a year

Additional Benchmarks used in this unit:

Unit tests

Writing Samples

Teacher made benchmark assessments of skills

Formative Assessments
 

 

Assessment allows both instructor and student to monitor progress towards achieving learning objectives, and 
can be approached in a variety of ways. Formative assessment refers to tools that identify misconceptions, 
struggles, and learning gaps along the way and assess how to close those gaps. It includes effective tools for 
helping to shape learning, and can even bolster students’ abilities to take ownership of their learning when 
they understand that the goal is to improve learning, not apply final marks (Trumbull and Lash, 2013). It can 
include students assessing themselves, peers, or even the instructor, through writing, quizzes, conversation, 
and more. In short, formative assessment occurs throughout a class or course, and seeks to improve student 
achievement of learning objectives through approaches that can support specific student needs (Theal and 
Franklin, 2010, p. 151). 

Formative Assessments used in this unit:



 

Discussion

Teacher conferences

Teacher observations

Summative Assessments
 

Summative assessments evaluate student learning, knowledge, proficiency, or success at the conclusion of an 
instructional period, like a unit, course, or program. Summative assessments are almost always formally 
graded and often heavily weighted (though they do not need to be). Summative assessment can be used to 
great effect in conjunction and alignment with formative assessment, and instructors can consider a variety of 
ways to combine these approaches. 

Summative assessments for this unit:

 

Quizzes

Unit tests

Writing prompts

Instructional Materials
Literature textbooks

Classroom computers

Smart Board

Standards

LA.L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 



LA.L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

LA.L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

LA.L.6.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

LA.L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

LA.W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.6.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

LA.RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

LA.RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

LA.RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

LA.RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

LA.RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in 
the text. 

LA.RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

LA.RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.RI.6.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

LA.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

LA.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

LA.RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 

LA.RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure 



of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

LA.RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 

LA.RL.6.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or 
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” 
and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

LA.RL.6.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and 
topics. 

LA.SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

LA.SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

LA.SL.6.3 Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors 
(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 

LA.SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 


