[bookmark: _GoBack]6th Grade ELA Scope and Sequence, aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS).
This plan is built around thematic units. The 6th-grade year marks a critical transition to complex analysis. The focus shifts heavily to citing textual evidence to support analysis, writing formal arguments (replacing opinion writing), and evaluating an author's claims, point of view, and word choice.

🏃‍♀️ Ongoing Foundational Skills (Taught Daily, All Year)
These skills are practiced continuously and integrated into all units.
· Word Study (L.6.4): Using context clues, reference materials, and knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the meaning of unknown words (e.g., bio, graph, hydro, phon, port).
· Speaking & Listening (SL.6.1): Engaging in collaborative discussions on grade-6 topics, citing evidence from texts, and building on others' ideas.
· Grammar & Conventions (L.6.1): Demonstrating command of conventions, including ensuring pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive) and recognizing/correcting pronoun shifts.

🍂 September: Launching the Workshop & The Power of a Story
· Unit Theme: Identity; Making Choices
· Unit Focus: Establishing workshop routines. Mastering the art of citing textual evidence to support inferences and analysis. Crafting a well-structured personal narrative.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.6.1): Citing textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· Reading Literature (RL.6.3): Describing how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.
· Writing (W.6.3): Writing narratives that use effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences (focusing on dialogue, pacing, and reflection).
· Language (L.6.2b): Using commas to set off non-restrictive elements.

🎃 October: Finding the Theme
· Unit Theme: Facing Challenges; Resilience
· Unit Focus: Moving from plot summary to thematic analysis. Determining a text's theme (a universal lesson) and analyzing how it is conveyed through specific details.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.6.2): Determining a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; providing a summary of the text without personal opinions or judgments.
· Reading Informational Text (RI.6.1): Applying the skill of citing evidence to informational texts.
· Writing (W.6.9a): Drawing evidence from literary texts to support analysis and reflection (e.g., writing an analytical paragraph on how a character's actions reveal a theme).
· Language (L.6.1c, d): Recognizing and correcting inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person; recognizing and correcting vague pronouns.

🦃 November: Understanding Informational Text
· Unit Theme: Science & The Natural World
· Unit Focus: Analyzing how authors structure informational text to convey a central idea. Writing a well-structured informative piece.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Informational Text (RI.6.2): Determining a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details.
· Reading Informational Text (RI.6.5): Analyzing how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.
· Writing (W.6.2): Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey complex ideas, using formatting (e.g., headings), graphics, and multimedia.
· Language (L.6.1a, b): Ensuring pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive); using intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).

❄️ December: Reading & Evaluating Arguments
· Unit Theme: Is It Fair?; Current Events
· Unit Focus: This is a crucial reading unit. Students will learn to identify an author's argument and claims, then evaluate the evidence and reasoning used to support them.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Informational Text (RI.6.8): Tracing and evaluating the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
· Reading Informational Text (RI.6.6): Determining an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explaining how it is conveyed.
· Reading Informational Text (RI.6.4): Determining the connotative (emotional) meaning of words and analyzing their impact on the text.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.6.3): Delineating a speaker's argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims supported by evidence from those that are not.

🧊 January: Writing the Argument Essay
· Unit Theme: Taking a Stand; School & Community Issues
· Unit Focus: Transitioning from evaluating arguments to writing them. This is the major formal writing piece, replacing "opinion" writing from 5th grade.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.6.1): Writing arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. This includes introducing a claim, organizing reasons logically, supporting claims with evidence, and providing a concluding statement.
· Writing (W.6.4): Producing clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· Writing (W.6.5): With guidance, planning, revising, editing, and rewriting to strengthen writing.

❤️ February: The Research Project
· Unit Theme: Historical Figures; Scientific Innovation
· Unit Focus: Conducting short research projects. The emphasis is on gathering relevant information from credible sources, quoting/paraphrasing without plagiarizing, and citing sources.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.6.7): Conducting short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources.
· Writing (W.6.8): Gathering relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assessing the credibility of each source; and quoting or paraphrasing data and conclusions while avoiding plagiarism and providing a basic bibliography.
· Writing (W.6.2): Using the research to write a formal informative report.

🌷 March: Author's Craft & Point of View
· Unit Theme: Different Perspectives; Historical Fiction
· Unit Focus: Returning to literature with a deeper analytical lens. How does an author develop a point of view? How does word choice (connotation) shape meaning and tone?
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.6.6): Explaining how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.
· Reading Literature (RL.6.4): Determining the meaning of words and phrases, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyzing the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
· Reading Literature (RL.6.5): Analyzing how a particular sentence, chapter, or scene fits into the overall structure and contributes to the development of theme, setting, or plot.
· Writing (W.6.9a): Writing a literary analysis piece focusing on point of view or author's craft.

🌎 April: Poetry & Integrating Media
· Unit Theme: The Power of Words; The Natural World
· Unit Focus: Analyzing the structure and language of poetry. Comparing and contrasting the experience of reading a text to viewing or listening to it.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.6.4, L.6.5): Analyzing figurative language (personification, metaphor, hyperbole) and connotation in poetry.
· Reading Literature (RL.6.5): Analyzing how the structure of a poem (e.g., free verse, sonnet, stanza) contributes to its meaning.
· Reading Literature (RL.6.7): Comparing and contrasting the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text (e.g., The Giver novel vs. film clip).
· Writing (W.6.3d): Using precise words, sensory language, and figurative language in creative writing.

☀️ May: Synthesis Across Genres
· Unit Theme: Justice; Survival; (or other "big idea")
· Unit Focus: A high-level synthesis unit. Students will read multiple texts (fiction, nonfiction, poetry, media) on a single topic to analyze how different authors and genres approach the same theme.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading Literature (RL.6.9): Comparing and contrasting texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems) in their approaches to similar themes.
· Reading Informational Text (RI.6.9): Comparing and contrasting one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir and a biography).
· Reading Informational Text (RI.6.7): Integrating information presented in different media or formats (e.g., charts, graphs, text) to develop a coherent understanding of a topic.
· Writing (W.6.1 or W.6.2): Writing a culminating essay that synthesizes information from multiple sources.

🎓 June: Reflection & Presentation
· Unit Theme: Looking Back, Moving Forward
· Unit Focus: Publishing and presenting a "capstone" project. Reflecting on the year's growth and preparing for 7th grade.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.6.6): Using technology to produce and publish writing, as well as to collaborate with others.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.6.4): Presenting claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically, and using appropriate eye contact, volume, and pronunciation.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.6.5): Including multimedia components (e.g., images, music, sound) in presentations to clarify information.
· Activity: Digital Portfolios, "This I Believe" speeches, or presenting a final argument/research project.

