5th Grade ELA Scope and Sequence, aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS)
This plan is built around thematic units. The 5th-grade year marks a significant shift toward synthesizing information from multiple sources, analyzing an author's craft, and writing complex, multi-paragraph pieces that require evidence, research, and revision.

🏃‍♀️ Ongoing Foundational Skills (Taught Daily, All Year)
[bookmark: _GoBack]These skills are practiced continuously and integrated into all units.
· Fluency (RF.5.4): Reading grade-level text with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression to support comprehension.
· Word Study (RF.5.3 & L.5.4): Using grade-level phonics and word analysis skills, including knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and roots, to understand multisyllabic words (e.g., hydro, auto, bio, -graph, -port).
· Speaking & Listening (SL.5.1): Engaging effectively in a range of collaborative discussions, building on others' ideas, and expressing one's own clearly.
· Language Conventions (L.5.1): Demonstrating command of conventions, including perfect verb tenses and correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor).

🍂 September: Launching the Workshop & Finding the "Why"
· Unit Theme: Interpretation; Reading Closely
· Unit Focus: Establishing workshop routines. Moving beyond what the text says to why it matters. Mastering the art of quoting accurately and making inferences.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.5.1 & RI.5.1): Quoting accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences.
· Writing (W.5.3): Writing a personal narrative that uses effective technique, descriptive details, and a clear event sequence. Focus on pacing and dialogue.
· Language (L.5.2a, b): Using commas to separate items in a series and to set off introductory elements.
· Language (L.5.3a): Expanding, combining, and reducing sentences for meaning, interest, and style.

🎃 October: Analyzing Theme & Character
· Unit Theme: Realistic Fiction; Responding to Challenges
· Unit Focus: Analyzing how characters grow and change, and how their struggles reveal the story's theme(s).
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.5.2): Determining a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters respond to challenges; summarizing the text.
· Reading (RL.5.3): Comparing and contrasting two or more characters, settings, or events, drawing on specific details.
· Writing (W.5.2): Writing an informative/explanatory text (e.g., a literary essay about a character or theme) that introduces a topic, develops it with facts and details, and uses precise language.
· Language (L.5.5): Interpreting figurative language, including similes, metaphors, idioms, and adages.

🦃 November: Understanding Nonfiction Structures
· Unit Theme: Historical Events; Science & Innovation
· Unit Focus: Identifying how authors organize nonfiction. Using text structure to understand and compare texts.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RI.5.5): Comparing and contrasting the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, or information in two or more texts.
· Reading (RI.5.2): Determining two or more main ideas of a text and explaining how they are supported by key details; summarizing the text.
· Writing (W.5.2c): Using linking words and phrases (e.g., in contrast, especially) to connect ideas.
· Language (L.5.1c, d): Using perfect verb tenses (e.g., I had walked, I have walked, I will have walked).

❄️ December: The Research "Mini-Project"
· Unit Theme: Choice-Based Research (e.g., animals, biographies, historical events)
· Unit Focus: Introducing the research process. Students will gather information from several sources and learn to synthesize, summarize, and paraphrase.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.5.7): Conducting short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge.
· Writing (W.5.8): Summarizing or paraphrasing information in notes and finished work, and providing a bibliography.
· Reading (RI.5.7): Drawing on information from multiple print or digital sources to locate an answer or solve a problem.
· Language (L.5.2d): Using underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works.

🧊 January: Point of View & Argument
· Unit Theme: Persuasion; Current Events; Different Perspectives
· Unit Focus: Analyzing how an author's or narrator's point of view influences the text. Identifying an author's claims and the evidence used to support them.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.5.6): Describing how a narrator's or speaker's point of view influences how events are described.
· Reading (RI.5.8): Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular claims in a text.
· Writing (W.5.1): Writing a multi-paragraph opinion piece that introduces a topic, states an opinion, and provides logically ordered reasons supported by facts and details.
· Language (L.5.1e): Using correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor, both/and).

❤️ February: The Full Research Paper
· Unit Theme: In-Depth Research (e.g., Social Studies or Science alignment)
· Unit Focus: Applying all research skills to a longer, multi-paragraph informative report. This unit focuses heavily on the writing process, especially revising and editing.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.5.2): Writing a complete informative report that develops a topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and other information.
· Writing (W.5.4): Producing clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· Writing (W.5.5): With guidance, planning, revising, and editing writing.
· Writing (W.5.9): Drawing evidence from informational texts to support analysis and research.

🌷 March: Poetry & Author's Craft
· Unit Theme: Voice; The Power of Words
· Unit Focus: Analyzing poetry and prose for author's craft, including word choice, figurative language, and structure.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.5.4): Determining the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language (metaphors, similes, personification).
· Reading (RL.5.5): Explaining how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure.
· Writing (W.5.3 or W.5.4): Writing creatively (poetry or a vivid narrative) focusing on sensory details, precise word choice, and figurative language.
· Language (L.5.5): Recognizing and explaining the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

🌎 April: Synthesizing Across Texts
· Unit Theme: Social Issues; The Environment; Historical Perspectives
· Unit Focus: This is a critical synthesis unit. Students will read multiple texts (fiction, nonfiction, poetry, media) on a single topic and integrate the information.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RI.5.9): Integrating information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
· Reading (RL.5.9): Comparing and contrasting stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries) on their approaches to similar themes.
· Reading (RI.5.6): Analyzing multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the points of view.
· Writing (W.5.1 or W.5.2): Writing a "Document-Based" essay (opinion or informative) that requires students to cite evidence from multiple provided sources.

☀️ May: Fantasy/Sci-Fi Book Clubs & Literary Analysis
· Unit Theme: Worlds of Wonder; Fantasy & Science Fiction
· Unit Focus: Applying all reading analysis skills (theme, character, plot, point of view) in student-led book clubs.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (All RL Standards): Students apply RL.5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, and 5.6 within their book club discussions.
· Speaking (SL.5.1, SL.5.4): Engaging in and leading collaborative discussions; presenting a culminating project or analysis from their book club.
· Writing (W.5.9): Drawing evidence from literary texts to support analysis and reflection (e.g., writing a literary response or comparison).
· Language (L.5.6): Acquiring and using accurately grade-appropriate academic and domain-specific words.

🎓 June: Culminating Projects & Looking Forward
· Unit Theme: Reflection; Publishing Our Work
· Unit Focus: Publishing a final, polished piece from the year. Reflecting on growth and preparing for 6th grade.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.5.6): Using technology to produce and publish writing, as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
· Speaking (SL.5.5): Including multimedia components (e.g., graphics, audio) in presentations to enhance main ideas.
· Activity: "This I Believe" essays, "How to Succeed in 5th Grade" guides, or presenting a final research project (e.g., "Genius Hour" capstone).


