[bookmark: _GoBack]4th Grade ELA Scope and Sequence, aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS)
This plan is built around thematic units. The 4th-grade year focuses heavily on making inferences, understanding nonfiction text structures, writing multi-paragraph opinion and informational pieces, and conducting short research projects.

🏃‍♀️ Ongoing Foundational Skills (Taught Daily, All Year)
These skills are practiced continuously and integrated into all units.
· Phonics & Word Recognition (RF.4.3): Using combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots, prefixes, suffixes) to read unfamiliar multisyllabic words.
· Fluency (RF.4.4): Reading grade-level text with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression to support comprehension.
· Speaking & Listening (SL.4.1, SL.4.6): Engaging in collaborative conversations, paraphrasing information, and differentiating between formal and informal language.
· Sentence Structure (L.4.1f): Producing complete sentences, recognizing and correcting fragments and run-ons.

🍂 September: Launching the Workshop & Making Inferences
· Unit Theme: Our Identities; Reading Between the Lines
· Unit Focus: Establishing workshop routines and introducing the year's most critical skill: making inferences by supporting them with specific textual evidence.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.4.1 & RI.4.1): Referring to specific details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences.
· Reading (RL.4.3): Describing a character, setting, or event in depth, drawing on specific details (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions).
· Writing (W.4.3): Writing a personal narrative with a clear event sequence, using dialogue, description, and pacing to develop the experience, and providing a conclusion.
· Language (L.4.2b, L.4.1f): Using commas and quotation marks to mark dialogue; correcting fragments and run-ons.

🎃 October: Understanding Story & Theme
· Unit Theme: Mystery; Responding to Challenges
· Unit Focus: Analyzing the structural elements of fiction to determine a story's theme and summary.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.4.2): Determining the theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarizing the text.
· Reading (RL.4.6): Comparing and contrasting the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narration.
· Writing (W.4.3): Writing a fictional narrative, applying lessons on plot, character development, and point of view.
· Language (L.4.1a): Using relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).

🦃 November: Unlocking Nonfiction Text Structures
· Unit Theme: Historical Events; The American Revolution (NJ Focus)
· Unit Focus: Identifying and using the primary nonfiction text structures to understand informational text.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RI.4.5): Describing the overall structure of events, ideas, or information in a text (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution).
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· Reading (RI.4.7): Interpreting information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines) and explaining how it contributes to understanding.
· Writing (W.4.2): Writing an informative text, focusing on a single structure (e.g., a chronological report of an event).
· Language (L.4.1c): Using modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

❄️ December: Synthesizing Information
· Unit Theme: Extreme Weather; Animal Adaptations
· Unit Focus: Integrating information from multiple texts on the same topic; distinguishing firsthand and secondhand accounts.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RI.4.9): Integrating information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
· Reading (RI.4.6): Comparing and contrasting a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic.
· Writing (W.4.2): Writing an informative piece that compares and contrasts information from two sources.
· Language (L.4.1g): Correctly using frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they're).

🧊 January: The Research Project
· Unit Theme: Biographies (MLK); "Passion Projects" (e.g., a specific animal, inventor, or place)
· Unit Focus: Conducting a short research project, from taking notes and categorizing information to creating a final product.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.4.7): Conducting short research projects that build knowledge through investigation.
· Writing (W.4.8): Taking notes and categorizing information; providing a list of sources.
· Writing (W.4.2): Writing a multi-paragraph informational report that groups related information, uses formatting (e.g., headings), and includes illustrations.
· Reading (RI.4.3): Explaining events, procedures, or ideas in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why.

❤️ February: Building a Strong Opinion
· Unit Theme: Persuasion; Making a Change; Current Events
· Unit Focus: Analyzing how authors support their points and writing a structured, multi-paragraph opinion piece.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RI.4.8): Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.
· Writing (W.4.1): Writing a complete opinion piece that introduces a topic, states an opinion, provides an organizational structure, supports the opinion with reasons and facts, and provides a conclusion.
· Speaking (SL.4.4): Reporting on a topic in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and details to support main ideas.
· Language (L.4.3b): Distinguishing between formal and informal English.

🌷 March: The Power of Poetry & Figurative Language
· Unit Theme: Imagination; The Natural World
· Unit Focus: Understanding the structure of poetry and the meaning of figurative language.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.4.4): Determining the meaning of words and phrases, including figurative language (e.g., similes, metaphors).
· Reading (RL.4.5): Explaining the major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and referring to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, stanza) and drama.
· Writing (W.4.3): Writing a narrative (story or poem) that uses figurative language and vivid description.
· Language (L.4.5a & L.4.5b): Explaining the meaning of similes and metaphors; recognizing and explaining common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

🌎 April: Interpreting Data & Media
· Unit Theme: Earth Day; Science & Technology
· Unit Focus: Reading and interpreting visual data (charts/graphs) and summarizing informational texts.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RI.4.7): Interpreting information from charts, graphs, and diagrams and explaining how the information contributes to the text.
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· Reading (RI.4.2): Determining the main idea of a text and explaining how it is supported by key details; summarizing the text.
· Writing (W.4.2 & W.4.6): Writing an informative piece that incorporates visual data; using technology to produce and publish writing.
· Language (L.4.2a): Using correct capitalization (a review of all rules).

☀️ May: Author Study & Literary Analysis
· Unit Theme: Author Study (e.g., Kate DiCamillo, Roald Dahl) or Genre Study (e.g., Fantasy)
· Unit Focus: Synthesizing all reading skills (theme, character, inference, P.O.V.) through book clubs and writing a literary response.
Standards Spotlight
· Reading (RL.4.9): Comparing and contrasting the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposing forces) in stories, myths, and traditional literature.
· Reading (RL.4.10): Reading and comprehending grade-level literature proficiently.
· Writing (W.4.9): Drawing evidence from literary texts to support analysis, reflection, and research (e.g., writing a short literary essay).
· Speaking (SL.4.1): Engaging effectively in collaborative book club discussions.

🎓 June: Reflecting & Publishing
· Unit Theme: Looking Back, Moving Forward
· Unit Focus: Publishing a "capstone" piece and reflecting on the year's learning through presentations.
Standards Spotlight
· Writing (W.4.4 & W.4.5): Producing clear and coherent writing, and strengthening it through the full writing process (planning, revising, editing, and "publishing").
· Speaking (SL.4.5): Adding audio recordings or visual displays to presentations to enhance the development of main ideas.
· Activity: Creating a "Guide to 4th Grade" for incoming 3rd graders, or presenting a "passion project" started earlier in the year.
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