Topic Test: The Age of Jackson and Westward Expansion
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Read each question carefully. Determine the best answer to the question from the four answer choices provided. 
1
What was a major difference in the settlement of Utah and the settlement of California?
A
Utah was settled by Mormons hoping to escape religious persecution.
B
Utah was settled in an effort to make the desert region’s land sustainable.
C
Utah was settled by eager prospectors looking to gain wealth by mining gold.
D
Utah was settled as a way to strike a political balance between the East and the West.
2
What were some of the effects of Andrew Jackson’s presidency? Choose the TWO correct answers.
A
end of the spoils system
B
increased voter turnout
C
establishment of a national bank
D
growth of the Democratic Party
3
Which statement best explains how the conflict over the Tariff of 1828 was resolved?
A
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled against the tariff.
B
Daniel Webster gave a speech to the Senate and the tariff was repealed.
C
South Carolina passed the Nullification Act, which canceled the tariff outright.
D
Henry Clay proposed a compromise tariff that eventually eased tensions.
4
Look at the illustration.
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Based on this early illustration of Cherokee Pass in the Rocky Mountains, which of the following was most likely to be a concern to many settlers traveling on the Oregon Trail?
A
sickness
B
flooding
C
early snows
D
blistering heat
5
How did the economic success of the Erie Canal affect westward expansion?
A
There was an increased demand for laborers to help build similar canals to the west.
B
There was less competition in the West because it was more sparsely populated than the East.
C
The canal system eliminated many of the jobs in the East, forcing people to the West.
D
There were more economic opportunities in the West due to the success of the canal system.
6
What were some of the effects of the Indian Removal Act? Choose the three correct answers.
A
It expanded slavery to new territories.
B
It relocated American Indians to less fertile land.
C
It increased the population of American Indians east of the Mississippi.
D
It resulted in the deaths of thousands of American Indians.
7
Which of the following best reflects the role that mountain men had in the expansion into Oregon Country?
A
Their superior trapping and trading skills stimulated the new region’s economy.
B
Many built shelters for westward travelers to keep warm during the winter months.
C
Many used their knowledge of the terrain to help settlers make it through the mountains.
D
They would protect white settlers from American Indian groups so they could safely reach the new region.
8
Study the map.
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What possible consequence of U.S. annexation of Texas is supported by the information on the map?
A
If the United States annexed Texas, it would almost certainly mean war with Mexico.
B
If the United States annexed Texas, it would enter as a free state and anger Southerners.
C
If the United States annexed Texas, slave states would almost certainly outnumber free states.
D
If the United States annexed Texas, it would jeopardize the country’s other claims in California.
9
How was life in the West different from life in the East in the early 1800s? Choose the TWO correct answers.
A
Women enjoyed greater equality in the West.
B
Settlers in the West had better relations with American Indians.
C
People in the West tended to be less religious.
D
There were fewer class distinctions in the West.
10
Which statement best explains why settlers chose Oregon Country over the Great Plains?
A
The Great Plains was too dry for farming, but most of Oregon Country had mild temperatures and plentiful rainfall.
B
The plateau region of Oregon Country was better for farming than the Great Plains.
C
It was easier to travel to Oregon Country than to the Great Plains.
D
Since there were no American Indians in Oregon Country, it was easier for people to settle there than in the Great Plains.
11
Look at the image of settlers moving west on the Oregon Trail.
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What inferences can be made about pioneers on the Oregon Trail from this image? Choose the TWO correct answers.
A
Pioneers traveled in large groups.
B
Pioneers were guided along the trail by mountain men.
C
Pioneers met and traded with American Indians.
D
Pioneers often traveled on narrow dirt trails.
12
Why did many Americans feel that the result of the 1824 election was fraudulent?
A
New laws were enacted requiring voting men to own property, so many lost their right to vote; this resulted in a very low turnout of voters.
B
Because no candidate received a majority of votes, the House of Representatives chose the president from among three candidates; Henry Clay was not allowed on the ballot.
C
Andrew Jackson won the majority of electoral votes, but he did not win the most popular votes; therefore, he did not become president.
D
As Speaker of the House, Henry Clay helped John Quincy Adams become president; later, Adams appointed Clay Secretary of State.
13
What is a negative impact of the spoils system?
A
An unqualified person might be given a job.
B
People from different political parties might have to work together.
C
Only men could be appointed to government jobs.
D
Someone appointed by the public official could not be fired from the job.
14
What caused an economic depression during Martin Van Buren’s presidency?
A
speculators who tried to exchange paper money for gold and silver
B
high tariffs on manufactured goods
C
debts from warfare with American Indians
D
too much government regulation of business
15
Which issues increased tensions between the Mexican government and American settlers in Texas? Choose the TWO correct answers.
A
slavery
B
religion
C
tariffs
D
water rights
16
Read the quotation.
“I shall never surrender or retreat . . . I call on you in the name of Liberty, of patriotism and everything dear to the American character, to come to our aid, with all dispatch [speed] . . .”

—William B. Travis 

How did this message and the events at the Alamo affect Texans?

A
It discouraged Texans who realized the battle had been lost.
B
It encouraged Texans to plead with the United States for support.
C
It reminded Texans that enslaved people would want freedom as well.
D
It inspired Texans to fight Mexico for independence.
17
Why did many American Indians blend European and American Indian customs?
A
They believed European customs were better than American Indian customs.
B
They were forced to do so by the Supreme Court.
C
They hoped it would help them preserve their land.
D
They wanted to assimilate into white society.
18
What were TWO causes of the Mexican-American War?
A
a border dispute
B
the Mexican Cession
C
U.S. annexation of Texas
D
the siege of the Alamo
19
Look at the image.
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Based on the image, what inference can best be made regarding the lives of American Indians on missions?
A
They shared much of the work with children.
B
They supplied the mission with manual labor.
C
They received lower wages than their white counterparts did.
D
They were forced to abide by the mission’s strict religious practices.
20
Which of the following was a result of the Mexican-American War?
A
It united Americans against a common enemy.
B
It gained the respect of European nations for America’s military power.
C
It enabled the United States to annex Texas.
D
It gave the United States territory known as the Mexican Cession.
Short Answer
Read each question, and write your answer in complete sentences.
21
Describe the Nullification Crisis, how it was related to the U.S. Constitution, and how the crisis was resolved.
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22
Look at the illustration.
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Identify two transportation improvements shown in the illustration, and explain how they affected western expansion in the early nineteenth century.
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23
Compare and contrast the views of the Democrats, led by Andrew Jackson, and the Whigs, led by Daniel Webster and Henry Clay, regarding the Bank of the United States.
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24
Explain how the Supreme Court ruled against the relocation of thousands of American Indians to present-day Oklahoma.
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25
Why did so many settlers migrate west in the early nineteenth century? What factors made this mass migration possible?
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