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Rationale

District curriculum-revision guidance identifies Unit 4 as a literature unit anchored by a novel, with The
Outsiders as the Grade 8 anchor and informative/explanatory research as the writing focus. This revision
therefore retains the strongest existing novel-study work while removing the previous argumentative-literary-
essay emphasis, which is now addressed more fully in Unit 3.

The revised unit also avoids unnecessary repetition across grades and units. Grade 7 Unit 4 already
emphasizes narrative writing, short-story study, pacing, perspective, and narrative sentence craft, while Grade
8 Unit 3 now uses identity-related CommonLit texts such as Herd Behavior and Self-Concept. Unit 4 builds
forward by asking students to sustain analysis across a complete novel, evaluate adaptation choices, connect
literature to historical and social context, and complete an independent research-based explanatory
composition.

Useful elements from the existing Grade 8 lesson plans are retained selectively: chapter-based reading
routines, vocabulary work, literary discussion, character-perspective analysis, Nothing Gold Can Stay, film-
scene comparison, accountable talk, and Socratic Seminar structures. Repetitive station cycles, introductory
plot/conflict work that students should already know, and the former argumentative essay sequence are
reduced or replaced with more Grade 8-appropriate literary analysis, research, synthesis, and presentation.

Enduring Understandings

1. Risk-taking can be driven by courage, pressure, loyalty, fear, belonging, desperation, or hope; consequences
can reveal values and contribute to growth or change.

2. Social class, family circumstances, group identity, and community expectations influence the choices and
opportunities available to individuals, while people may also challenge the labels placed on them.

3. Literary meaning develops through the interaction of character, conflict, setting, perspective, structure,
symbolism, allusion, language, and significant events rather than through a single isolated detail.

4. Historical and cultural context can illuminate the pressures, assumptions, and experiences represented in
literature, helping readers interpret a text more fully without reducing fiction to a factual record.

5. Authors, directors, actors, poets, and other creators make choices about what to emphasize, alter, include, or
omit; those choices shape audience understanding and response.

6. Effective informative/explanatory research begins with a focused question and uses credible sources,
accurate quotation/paraphrase, synthesis, logical organization, precise language, formal style, citation, and a
conclusion that synthesizes the explanation.






