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Unit Overview
Reading Genre Focus: Literature

 

Theme: Individuality

 

Anchor Text:  The Giver by Lois Lowry

 

Writing Genre Focus:  Literary Analysis (Argumentative)

Literary Analysis One Pager

Literary Analysis Resources

 

Pacing Guide: Unit 3

 

Reading Pre-assessment:Unit 3 

Writing Pre-assessment: Literary Essay Pre-assessment

 

Benchmark:Unit 3

2024-2025 MP3 Benchmark Writing Exemplars

Targeted ELA Standards
Add the appropriate NJSLS ELA standards with which this unit aligns.  This is done by clicking "actions" and 
then "add standards".
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ELA.L.KL.6.2.A Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases. 

ELA.L.VL.6.3.C Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

ELA.L.VI.6.4.D Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

ELA.RL.CR.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what a literary 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

ELA.RI.CR.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an 
informational text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

ELA.RL.CI.6.2 Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g., stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is 
supported by key details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments. 

ELA.RI.CI.6.2 Determine the central idea of an informational text and explain how it is supported by key 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

ELA.RL.IT.6.3 Describe how a particular text’s structure unfolds in a series of episodes and use textual 
evidence to describe how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a 
resolution. 

ELA.RI.IT.6.3 Analyze how a particular text’s (e.g., article, brochure, technical manual, procedural text) 
structure unfolds by using textual evidence to describe how a key individual, event, or idea 
is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text. 

ELA.RL.TS.6.4 Analyze how a particular piece (e.g., sentence, chapter, scene, stanza, or section) fits into 
the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas, theme, 
setting, or plot. 

ELA.RL.PP.6.5 Determine how an author conveys or develops perspective in a text (through the narrator 
or speaker when appropriate). 

ELA.RL.MF.6.6 Compare and contrast information or texts to develop a coherent understanding of a 
theme, topic, or issue when reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an 
audio, video, or live version of the text. 

ELA.W.AW.6.1.A Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

ELA.W.WP.6.4 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning; flexibly making editing and revision choices; sustaining effort to fit 
composition needs and purposes; and attempting to address purpose and audience. 

ELA.W.SE.6.6 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility 
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

ELA.W.RW.6.7 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

ELA.SL.PE.6.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

ELA.SL.ES.6.3 Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

ELA.SL.PI.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors 
(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 

ELA.SL.AS.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 



Weekly Structure
This is where we will insert the completed structure of the unit along with links for the pacing guide and 
workshop model.

 

 

Rationale
The theme of this unit revolves around Individuality. Recommended texts for this unit include "The Giver" by 
Lois Lowry and other district-approved materials. Through these texts exploring Individuality, students will 
explore how our unique perspectives, choices, and experiences shape our identities and enrich our 
communities. By the end of this unit, students will understand that delving into texts deepens our 
understanding of characters' quests for self-discovery and acceptance within society.

 

Mastery will be evaluated through a benchmark test that assesses students' ability to determine theme and 
central ideas, cite textual evidence, draw conclusions, and analyze various elements of the text.  The unit will 
also evaluate students' proficiency in argumentative writing, emphasizing their skill in using textual evidence 
to support arguments. Additionally, students will participate in discussions and collaborative activities to 
demonstrate their grasp of how individuality sparks our imagination and can be explored through personal 
viewpoints. These activities will cultivate critical thinking, reading, writing, and communication skills crucial 
for both academic advancement and personal growth.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rj2rteytlWWgrTYcQJOctxki0-oqraR9RkxHUVHcz3M/edit?usp=sharing


Enduring Understandings
Overarching Understanding

Individuality shapes our identities and influences how we navigate the world, fostering critical thinking and 
authentic self-expression.

Content Specific Skills Specific

• Exploring individuality helps us understand 
how our unique perspectives, choices, and 
experiences shape our identities and enrich 
our communities.

• Investigating texts through critical reading 
deepens our insights into characters' journeys 
of self-discovery and societal acceptance, 
highlighting the complexities of asserting 
individuality amidst social expectations.

• Studying literature helps us understand 
characters facing challenges, teaching us to 
value different viewpoints and the importance 
of personal expression.

• Using evidence from texts to support our 
arguments and exploring how social 
environments shape people improves our 
ability to create convincing arguments.

Essential Questions
Overarching Understanding

How does embracing individuality contribute to personal growth and challenge societal norms?

Content Specific Skills Specific

• What can we learn by exploring different 
viewpoints on individuality in stories and 
real-life situations?

• How do characters in stories overcome 
obstacles to express their unique identities, 
and what lessons can we draw from their 
experiences?

• How does using evidence from texts help us 
create strong arguments about why different 
perspectives matter in various situations?

• What techniques can writers use to develop 
compelling arguments that promote accepting 
and honoring people's differences?

Key Resources
Novel

• The Giver by Lois Lowry



 

ML Novel (WIDA Levels 1 & 2)

• The Wonderful of Oz (novel) by L. Frank Baum
• The Wonderful Wizard of Oz: The Graphic Novel by Roland Mann

Additional instructional resources:

o Comprehension microskills 

o Tier I instructional practices 

o Engagement toolkit 
o Ways to Read Connected Text with a Small Group

Lexia Aspire Resources:

• Word Recognition - phonemic awareness, decoding, fluency
• Language Comprehension - vocabulary, morphology, academic language, syntax
• Writing & reading comprehension - background knowledge, inference, main idea, making predictions, 

visualization, expository, narrative, argumentative, figurative language, sensory language, transition 
words, dialogue, counterclaims, editing

Supplementary Resources
Informational texts from district-approved resources. 

 

Additional district-approved secondary ELA instructional resource list 

Skills, Content, Activity, Assessment

Month Weeks Standards Suggested Learning 
Targets Mini-lesson Topics Suggested Student-

Centered Activities Resources Assessment

February 1-2

RL.MF.6.6. Compare and contrast information or texts 
to develop a coherent understanding of a theme, topic, or 
issue when reading a story, drama, or poem to listening 
to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text.

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific 
content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical 
subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

• SWBAT demonstrate their 
knowledge of reading 
literature writing by taking 
a pre-assessment.

• SWBAT compare and 
contrast literary texts in 
different forms, by 
different authors, or from 
different genres in terms 

Reading Mini-lessons:

• Reading Pre-assessment

• Understand how 
themes, topics, or issues 
are presented across 
various mediums (ex: 
how a theme in a poem 
is represented 

• Instructional 
Workshop Model 
Suggested 
Activities/Groups

• ELA 
SGI/Conference 
Documentation

• Instructional 
Workshop 
Procedures

• LinkIt! pre-
assessment - 
reading & 
writing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16HN28cp5yIsenLgRwhD4bSUiYAGFGD7KEv0Oho71vzM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f5KsVILaaJwN8lQvHrHlxxp6dyctwYGqFlNxEt4aIxc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tvksz59EWrsTEWriSdBtx9C9yd7K1iRN2hdwxeQ29HY/edit?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/11WNDiB8LQmoasa5NGbG7yc6-NOLc1-_0DPiwA6445Uo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11WNDiB8LQmoasa5NGbG7yc6-NOLc1-_0DPiwA6445Uo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGb0rYk5Yc/-pdWepxBHzvCgj0b6I5K0g/view?utm_content=DAGb0rYk5Yc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6a70812151
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGb0rYk5Yc/-pdWepxBHzvCgj0b6I5K0g/view?utm_content=DAGb0rYk5Yc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6a70812151
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGb0rYk5Yc/-pdWepxBHzvCgj0b6I5K0g/view?utm_content=DAGb0rYk5Yc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6a70812151
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FMYVDin9LIhDrXmHDuUqV1LC3frI9NEgwvMQTez5QZQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FMYVDin9LIhDrXmHDuUqV1LC3frI9NEgwvMQTez5QZQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FMYVDin9LIhDrXmHDuUqV1LC3frI9NEgwvMQTez5QZQ/edit?usp=sharing


SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

W.RW.6.7. Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- 
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

of their approaches to 
similar themes and topics.

• SWBAT demonstrate their 
knowledge of 
argumentative essay 
writing by taking a pre-
assessment.

• SWBAT identify the 
characteristics of a literary 
essay.

differently than in a 
story about the same 
topic).

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Writing Pre-assessment

• Characteristics of 
argumentative essay 
writing.

RL.PP.6.5. Determine how an author conveys or 
develops perspective in a text (through the narrator or 
speaker when appropriate).

L.VI.6.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings..

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific 
content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical 
subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

• SWBAT determine how 
an author conveys or 
develops perspective in a 
text through the narrator 
or speaker.

• SWBAT demonstrate an 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
specifically 
personification.

• SWBAT analyze an 
argumentative exemplar 
by using the rubric. 

• SWBAT identify the parts 
of an argumentative 
rubric.

Reading Mini-lessons:

• Analyze the author's 
techniques in conveying 
perspective.

• Interpret figures of 
speech: Personification

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Review the 
argumentative essay 
rubric.

• Review argumentative 
exemplar.

• Instructional 
Workshop Model 
Suggested 
Activities/Groups

• ELA 
SGI/Conference 
Documentation

• The Giver by Lois 
Lowry

• The Giver--Scope 
and Sequence

• Novel Guidance for 
The Giver

• Literary Essay 
Resources Grades 
5-8

• Reading Graphic 
Organizer & 
Resources

• LMS Suggested 
Formative 
Reading 
Assessments

3-4

RL.CI.6.2. Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g., 
stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is supported 
by key details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments.

RI.CI.6.2. Determine the central idea of an informational 
text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments.

L.VI.6.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings.

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific 
content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical 
subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

W.WP.6.4. With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning; flexibly making editing and revision choices; 

• SWBAT summarize the 
text without personal 
opinions or judgments

• SWBAT analyze an 
author’s word choice. 

• SWBAT identify 
figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings of 
words.

• SWBAT evalutate 
different strategies for 
argumentative writing 
brainstorming.

• SWBAT formulate a clear 
claim.

• SWBAT vary their 
sentence structure to 
enhance meaning and 
engagement. 

Reading Mini-lessons:

• Summarize the text 
without personal 
opinions or judgments.

• Analyze an author’s 
word choice.

• Identify figurative, 
connotative, and 
technical meanings of 
words.

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Ways to brainstorm for 
essay writing.

• Formulating a clear 
claim.

• Instructional 
Workshop Model 
Suggested 
Activities/Groups

• ELA 
SGI/Conference 
Documentation

The Giver by Lois Lowry

• The Giver--Scope 
and Sequence

• Novel Guidance for 
The Giver

• Literary Essay 
Resources Grades 
5-8

• Reading Graphic 
Organizer & 
Resources

• LMS Suggested 
Formative 
Reading 
Assessments
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAGb0rYk5Yc/-pdWepxBHzvCgj0b6I5K0g/view?utm_content=DAGb0rYk5Yc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6a70812151
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FqpKfPIdX8-vpEMAMy91p-WxkCqQnk17IXV_BbvTXDQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XbwuTYqPIfoRwJ3GV-tCsdOkZ6gJ-wQWqGnLLlre3kw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XbwuTYqPIfoRwJ3GV-tCsdOkZ6gJ-wQWqGnLLlre3kw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Jup4AuMQ9zKrjk7vqfc5wBtMb18t6cmL?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Jup4AuMQ9zKrjk7vqfc5wBtMb18t6cmL?usp=sharing
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sustaining effort to fit composition needs and purposes; 
and attempting to address purpose and audience.

L.KL.6.2. Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

C. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), 
reader/listener interest, and style/voice.

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

• Vary sentence structures 
to enhance meaning and 
engagement.

RL.CR.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what a literary text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.CR.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what an informational 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text.

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific 
content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical 
subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically.

W.SE.6.6. Gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic 
bibliographic information for sources.

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

SL.ES.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and 
specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported 
by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

• SWBAT quote textual 
evidence accurately by 
using RACE.

• SWBAT explain how their 
textual evidence supports 
their answer by using 
RACE.

• SWBAT cite textual 
evidence and make 
relevant connections to 
support analysis of what a 
literary text says explicitly 
as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.

• SWBAT introduce claims 
about a topic or issue and 
organize reasons and 
evidence logically.

• SWBAT organize the 
evidence that they will use 
to support their claim.

Reading Mini-lessons:

• Identify and quote 
specific parts of a 
literary text.

• Explain the meaning of 
the quoted text.

• Make inferences based 
on the text and support 
them with evidence.

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Introduce the topic 
clearly and engage the 
reader.

• Organize supporting 
ideas and evidence.

• Instructional 
Workshop Model 
Suggested 
Activities/Groups

• ELA 
SGI/Conference 
Documentation

• The Giver by Lois 
Lowry

• The Giver--Scope 
and Sequence

• Novel Guidance for 
The Giver

• Literary Essay 
Resources Grades 
5-8

• Reading Graphic 
Organizer & 
Resources

• Text Dependent 
Question Sentence 
Starters

• LMS Suggested 
Formative 
Reading 
Assessments

March 1-2

L.VL.6.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 
6 reading and content, including technical meanings, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

• SWBAT determine or 
clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-
meaning words and 
phrases using context 

Reading Mini-lessons:

• Use context clues to 
determine word 
meanings.

• Instructional 
Workshop Model 
Suggested 
Activities/Groups

• The Giver by Lois 
Lowry

• The Giver--Scope 

• LMS Suggested 
Formative 
Reading 
Assessments
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A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence 
or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

C. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
audience, auditory, audible). 

L.VI.6.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

D. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of 
words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, 
scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific 
content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical 
subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, 
accurate data and evidence, that demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or text, using credible 
sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), reasons and evidence. 

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

clues.
• SWBAT use common 

Greek or Latin affixes and 
roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word.

• SWBAT distinguish 
among the connotations of 
words with similar 
denotations.

• SWBAT evaluate sources 
for their credibility.  

• SWBAT construct the 
body paragraphs by select 
relevant data that supports 
their claim. 

• SWBAT use words, 
phrases, and clauses to 
link and clarify 
relationships among 
claims, reasons, and 
evidence.

• Analyze Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots 
to infer meanings.

• Distinguish 
connotations and 
denotations.

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Identifying and 
evaluating credible 
sources

• Evaluating and selecting 
relevant data and 
evidence.

• Using transitional 
words, phrases, and 
clauses effectively.

• ELA 
SGI/Conference 
Documentation

and Sequence

• Novel Guidance for 
The Giver

• Literary Essay 
Resources Grades 
5-8

• Reading Graphic 
Organizer & 
Resources

RL.IT.6.3. Describe how a particular text’s structure 
unfolds in a series of episodes and use textual evidence 
to describe how the characters respond or change as the 
plot moves toward a resolution.

RI.IT.6.3. Analyze how a particular text’s (e.g., article, 
brochure, technical manual, procedural text) structure 
unfolds by using textual evidence to describe how a key 
individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text.

RL.TS.6.4. Analyze how a particular piece (e.g., 
sentence, chapter, scene, stanza, or section) fits into the 
overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas, theme, setting, or plot.

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific 
content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical 
subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with 

• SWBAT analyze how 
characters change or 
respond to plot events.

• SWBAT analyze how a 
specific sentence, chapter, 
scene, stanza, or section 
contributes to the 
development of ideas, 
theme, setting, or plot.

• SWBAT describe the 
structure of a text.

• SWBAT cite textual 
evidence by directly 
quoting and paraphrasing.

• SWBAT explain how 
textual evidence supports 
their claim.

Reading Mini-lessons:

• How characters change 
or respond to events 
within the plot.

• Analyzing structure or 
parts of a text (e.g., 
sentences, chapters, 
scenes).

• Describing the structure 
of a text, focusing on 
key episodes.

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Quoting and citing 

 

• Instructional 
Workshop Model 
Suggested 
Activities/Groups

• ELA 
SGI/Conference 
Documentation

• The Giver by Lois 
Lowry

• The Giver--Scope 
and Sequence

• Novel Guidance for 
The Giver

• Literary Essay 
Resources Grades 
5-8

• Reading Graphic 
Organizer & 
Resources

• LMS Suggested 
Formative 
Reading 
Assessments
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clear reasons and relevant evidence.

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, 
accurate data and evidence, that demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or text, using credible 
sources.

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

textual evidence.

• Explain how your text 
evidence supports your 
claim.

RL.TS.6.4. Analyze how a particular piece (e.g., 
sentence, chapter, scene, stanza, or section) fits into the 
overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas, theme, setting, or plot.

RL.CI.6.2. Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g., 
stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is supported 
by key details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments.

RI.CI.6.2. Determine the central idea of an informational 
text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments.

RL.PP.6.5. Determine how an author conveys or 
develops perspective in a text (through the narrator or 
speaker when appropriate).

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific 
content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical 
subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, 
approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from the argument presented.

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

• SWBAT identify the 
purpose of a particular 
part of a text.

• SWBAT determine the 
theme of a literary text 
and explain how it is 
supported by key details.

• SWBAT explain how key 
details support a theme.

• SWBAT establish and 
maintain a formal 
academic style and 
provide a concluding 
statement that follows 
from the argument 
presented.

• SWBAT construct a 
conclusion that follows 
from the argument 
presented.

Reading Mini-lessons:

• Identifying 
contributions of specific 
parts to the whole.

• Identify the theme of a 
literary text.

• Explain how key details 
support the theme.

• Analyze how the 
perspective shapes the 
reader's understanding 
of the text's themes.

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Use of formal language 
and tone in writing.

• Summarize the main 
points of their argument 
and provide a final 
thought or call to action 
related to opinion.

• Instructional 
Workshop Model 
Suggested 
Activities/Groups

• ELA 
SGI/Conference 
Documentation

• The Giver by Lois 
Lowry

• The Giver--Scope 
and Sequence

• Novel Guidance for 
The Giver

• Literary Essay 
Resources Grades 
5-8

• Reading Graphic 
Organizer & 
Resources

• LMS Suggested 
Formative 
Reading 
Assessments

3-4

RL.MF.6.6. Compare and contrast information or texts 
to develop a coherent understanding of a theme, topic, or 
issue when reading a story, drama, or poem to listening 

• SWBAT compare and 
contrast information from 
different texts or media 

Reading Mini-lessons:

• Similarities and 
differences between 

• Instructional 
Workshop Model 
Suggested 

• The Giver by Lois 
Lowry

• LMS Suggested 
Formative 
Reading 
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to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text.

L.VL.6.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 
6 reading and content, including technical meanings, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

D.Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning or its part of speech.

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific 
content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical 
subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

W.WP.6.4. With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning; flexibly making editing and revision choices; 
sustaining effort to fit composition needs and purposes; 
and attempting to address purpose and audience.

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

formats to develop a 
coherent understanding of 
a theme, topic, or issue.

• SWBAT consult reference 
materials, both print and 
digital, to determine the 
pronunciation, meaning, 
or part of speech of a 
word.

• SWBAT demonstrate their 
knowledge of literature 
and argumentative writing 
by taking a benchmark 
assessment.

texts and their different 
formats (audio/video).

• Utilize reference 
materials to clarify 
word meanings and 
pronunciations.

• Reading & Writing 
benchmark MP 3

Activities/Groups

• ELA 
SGI/Conference 
Documentation

• The Giver--Scope 
and Sequence

• Novel Guidance for 
The Giver

• Literary Essay 
Resources Grades 
5-8

• Reading Graphic 
Organizer & 
Resources

• Argumentative 
Essay Rubric 

Assessments

April 1-2

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

SL.ES.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and 
specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported 
by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

SL.AS.6.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate.

W.RW.6.7. Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- 
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

• SWBAT reflect on their 
learning in reading and 
writing throughout 
marking period 3 by 
creating SMART goals.

• End of MP reflection

• Creating SMART goals  

• End of MP 
Reflection

• Ideas for Reflection 
and Celebration

• The Giver - the play

 

Spiraling for Mastery

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11WNDiB8LQmoasa5NGbG7yc6-NOLc1-_0DPiwA6445Uo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGb0rYk5Yc/-pdWepxBHzvCgj0b6I5K0g/view?utm_content=DAGb0rYk5Yc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6a70812151
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGb0rYk5Yc/-pdWepxBHzvCgj0b6I5K0g/view?utm_content=DAGb0rYk5Yc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6a70812151
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGb0rYk5Yc/-pdWepxBHzvCgj0b6I5K0g/view?utm_content=DAGb0rYk5Yc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6a70812151
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FqpKfPIdX8-vpEMAMy91p-WxkCqQnk17IXV_BbvTXDQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FqpKfPIdX8-vpEMAMy91p-WxkCqQnk17IXV_BbvTXDQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XbwuTYqPIfoRwJ3GV-tCsdOkZ6gJ-wQWqGnLLlre3kw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XbwuTYqPIfoRwJ3GV-tCsdOkZ6gJ-wQWqGnLLlre3kw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Jup4AuMQ9zKrjk7vqfc5wBtMb18t6cmL?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Jup4AuMQ9zKrjk7vqfc5wBtMb18t6cmL?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Jup4AuMQ9zKrjk7vqfc5wBtMb18t6cmL?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LryoRYonioZTPI3WFV9aS7AgBj_o29Mc?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LryoRYonioZTPI3WFV9aS7AgBj_o29Mc?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LryoRYonioZTPI3WFV9aS7AgBj_o29Mc?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/117Kvw9ttZ4f65058ZxMfnMCa6Wj8yAIem3Ys4NWwHaQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/117Kvw9ttZ4f65058ZxMfnMCa6Wj8yAIem3Ys4NWwHaQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10ENI6XB66JQds4cL_DY95RgAApmT5pjuHk-DOYe8Dyg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A3g5huecpZMqtdfvYr0o5yuk0rHn87FGpq_RSLl-BqI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A3g5huecpZMqtdfvYr0o5yuk0rHn87FGpq_RSLl-BqI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QC5bJrTc8z6unrSl2Yrq6GP_94J0qYuKp5l8vqDB6NY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QC5bJrTc8z6unrSl2Yrq6GP_94J0qYuKp5l8vqDB6NY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fiYaBJgq2OpocoGPqGcYfcrMpW144uyW/view?usp=sharing


Content or Skill for this Unit Spiral Focus from Previous Unit

Determining themes or central ideas of texts and how 
they are conveyed through particular details.

Writing arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence.

Using knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

Analyzing how a story or drama’s plot develops 
through the interactions of characters.

Producing arguments with a clear structure, including 
an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.

Understanding and applying conventions of standard 
English. grammar and usage, including the use of 
commas and quotation marks in dialogue.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Please tag the appropriate 2020 NJSLS-CLKS standards that align with the grade band and content/skills of 
this unit.  This is done by clicking "actions" and then "add standards".

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.9 Analyze how a variety of activities related to career preparation (e.g., volunteering, 
apprenticeships, structured learning experiences, dual enrollment, job search, 
scholarships) impacts post-secondary options. 

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.12 Assess personal strengths, talents, values, and interests to appropriate jobs and careers to 
maximize career potential. 

WRK.9.2.8.CAP.18 Explain how personal behavior, appearance, attitudes, and other choices may impact the 
job application process. 

Interdisciplinary Connections
How does this unit connect to standards in other disciplines?  Add the appropriate NJ SLS here, keeping grade 
bands in mind.  This is done by clicking "actions" and then "add standards".

SOC.6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.a Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, 
treaties, tariffs, and agreements. 

SCI.MS-ETS1-3 Analyze data from tests to determine similarities and differences among several design 
solutions to identify the best characteristics of each that can be combined into a new 
solution to better meet the criteria for success. 

HE.6-8.2.1.8.EH.2 Analyze how personal attributes, resiliency, and protective factors support mental and 
emotional health. 

HE.6-8.2.1.8.SSH.3 Demonstrate communication skills that will support healthy relationships. 


