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Unit Overview
Reading Genre Focus: Literature/Short Story 

 

Theme: Community 

 

Anchor Text: Flying Lessons and Other Stories 

 

 

Writing Genre Focus: Narrative 

 

 

Reading Pre-assessment

Writing Pre-assessment

 

Benchmark:Unit 2

 

Targeted ELA Standards
Add the appropriate NJSLS ELA standards with which this unit aligns.  This is done by clicking "actions" and 
then "add standards".

L.KL.6.2.A Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases. 

L.VL.6.3.B Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_G57atQgzUJ8CXCN0Jaev3Pi8qsLiLxI/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ceKnHijYw1tGy_SZuWAbyt4lA6fVTH-0yBJWuhlOfyg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CKM_z30NkldJtoj1unrBHZaL83LAzvIo/view?usp=sharing


L.VI.6.4.A Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

RL.CR.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what a literary 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.CR.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an 
informational text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.CI.6.2 Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g., stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is 
supported by key details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments. 

RI.CI.6.2 Determine the central idea of an informational text and explain how it is supported by key 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RL.IT.6.3 Describe how a particular text’s structure unfolds in a series of episodes and use textual 
evidence to describe how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a 
resolution. 

RI.IT.6.3 Analyze how a particular text’s (e.g., article, brochure, technical manual, procedural text) 
structure unfolds by using textual evidence to describe how a key individual, event, or idea 
is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text. 

RL.PP.6.5 Determine how an author conveys or develops perspective in a text (through the narrator 
or speaker when appropriate). 

RI.PP.6.5 Identify author’s purpose, perspective or potential bias in a text and explain the impact on 
the reader’s interpretation. 

RL.MF.6.6 Compare and contrast information or texts to develop a coherent understanding of a 
theme, topic, or issue when reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an 
audio, video, or live version of the text. 

RI.MF.6.6 Integrate information when presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

RL.CT.6.8 Compare and contrast literary texts in different forms, by different authors, or from 
different genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and primary source documents, 
scientific journals and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and 
topics. 

W.IW.6.2.A Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures 
(e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features 
(e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aid in comprehension. 

W.NW.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.NW.6.3.A Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

W.NW.6.3.B Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

W.NW.6.3.D Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 
convey experiences and events. 

W.WP.6.4 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning; flexibly making editing and revision choices; sustaining effort to fit 
composition needs and purposes; and attempting to address purpose and audience. 

W.SE.6.6 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility 
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

W.RW.6.7 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 



SL.PE.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.PE.6.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect 
on ideas under discussion. 

SL.II.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

SL.PI.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors 
(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 

SL.AS.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

Rationale
This unit introduces students to the power of literature to reflect the diverse experiences, cultures, and 
perspectives that shape communities and the world. Through contemporary short stories, students explore 
identity, belonging, friendship, courage, family, and resilience while recognizing both the unique qualities that 
define individuals and the common experiences that connect people.

 

As students read closely, analyze literary elements, engage in meaningful discussions, and respond through 
writing, they develop the critical-thinking and communication skills needed to interpret increasingly complex 
texts and appreciate multiple perspectives. Students examine how characters' choices, conflicts, relationships, 
and experiences contribute to character growth and theme.

 

Students also study authors as mentors for their own narrative writing. They analyze how writers use plot, 
characterization, perspective, dialogue, pacing, descriptive details, figurative language, and structure before 
applying these techniques to their own narratives.

 

The unit culminates in an independent literary reading benchmark and narrative writing assessment.

 

Enduring Understandings
Overarching Understanding

Every person has unique experiences that shape identity, beliefs, and perspective.



Content Specific Skills Specific

• Literature allows readers to understand 
experiences and perspectives different from 
their own.

• Stories from different cultures, settings, and 
authors can explore similar human 
experiences and themes.

• Characters develop as they respond to 
conflicts, relationships, choices, and 
significant events.

• A community connection is  what AI can and 
cannot replicate.

• Authors reveal characters through actions, 
dialogue, thoughts, interactions, and 
responses to conflict.

• Authors develop themes through characters' 
experiences and responses to challenges.

• Authors make purposeful choices about 
structure, perspective, language, and literary 
elements to create meaning.

• Readers use textual evidence to support 
interpretations and inferences.

• Narrative writers use many of the same 
techniques studied in literature—
characterization, dialogue, description, 
pacing, sequence, and precise language—to 
create meaningful stories.

Essential Questions
Overarching Understanding

How does community shape who we are—and how do individuals shape their communities? 

 

Content Specific Skills Specific

• How do experiences shape a person's 
identity?

• Why is it important to understand 
perspectives different from our own?

• What causes characters to grow or change?

•  What common ideas connect stories about 
different people, cultures, and communities?

• H

• How do an author's choices reveal character?

• How do characters' choices influence the 
outcome of a story?

• How do conflicts and character experiences 
develop theme?



• How does perspective affect the way a story 
is told?

• How do writers use structure and language to 
create meaning?

• How can I use techniques I notice in literature 
to make my own narrative writing more 
effective?

• Where does AI already show up around me, 
and what can people do that it can't?

Key Resources
Key Resources
Fountas and Pinnell Classroom Interactive Read Aloud (IRA) Books:

• Babu's Song

• Bird

• Banana Leaf Ball

• The Widow’s Broom 

• Wings

• The Monkey’s Paw 

Short Stories: Flying Lessons and Other Stories (link to Teacher’s Guide and Student Resources)  Crown 
Readers, 2017

• The Difficult Path 

• Sol Painting, Inc

• The Beans and Rice Chronicles of Isaiah Dunn 

• Main Street 

• Flying Lessons 

Additional instructional resources:

https://www.coreknowledge.org/free-resource/ckla-unit-1-flying-lessons-other-stories/


• Comprehension microskills 

• Tier I instructional practices 

• Engagement toolkit 

• Ways to Read Connected Text with a Small Group

• Core Knowledge Ancillary Resources 

Lexia Aspire Resources:

• Word Recognition - phonemic awareness, decoding, fluency

• Language Comprehension - vocabulary, morphology, academic language, syntax

• Writing & reading comprehension - background knowledge, inference, main idea, making predictions, 
visualization, expository, narrative, argumentative, figurative language, sensory language, transition 
words, dialogue, counterclaims, editing

Supplementary Resources
Informational Texts from district-approved resources.

Core Knowledge Ancillary Resources 

Additional district-approved secondary ELA instructional resource list 

Supplementary Resources
Additional district-approved secondary ELA instructional resource list 

 

 

Skills, Content, Activity, Assessment

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16HN28cp5yIsenLgRwhD4bSUiYAGFGD7KEv0Oho71vzM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f5KsVILaaJwN8lQvHrHlxxp6dyctwYGqFlNxEt4aIxc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tvksz59EWrsTEWriSdBtx9C9yd7K1iRN2hdwxeQ29HY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thg3-dqUP7M_k20ul964oRaTLLqJg3ye9kt8TvpE6kc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.coreknowledge.org/free-resource/ckla-ancillary-materials-sixth-grade/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zGMKg7h4STHhK-GNJOaGJKN-LupB_maA?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IJpi9MhNfYNxAQwdX3R6sYMp2DNxAUkh?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-ySGNaMT8bxt5WHOQaYFogLUEppQ2d9k?usp=sharing
https://www.coreknowledge.org/free-resource/ckla-ancillary-materials-sixth-grade/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19eOZQysnMkqFFJLwV5WqEtBJ_0Az_-SLqMc1lazFwqc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19eOZQysnMkqFFJLwV5WqEtBJ_0Az_-SLqMc1lazFwqc/edit?usp=sharing


Week Focus / Text Target Standards
Supporting / 
Spiraling 
Standards

Essential Questions Activities / Assessments

1
READ: The Difficult Path 
or another accessible 
opening story

RL.CR.6.1 Text 
evidence/inference 
RL.IT.6.3 Plot & 
character 
response/change

SL.PE.6.1, 
L.VL.6.3, 
L.KL.6.2, 
W.RW.6.7

What causes characters to 
change? How do a character's 
responses to events reveal who 
they are?

Character Evidence Hunt: Sort evidence into actions, 
dialogue, thoughts, relationships. Plot Path: Track conflict 
→ significant events → responses → resolution. Character 
Change Timeline: Compare the protagonist at 
beginning/middle/end. Inference Match: Match inferences 
to strongest supporting evidence. Discussion: Which event 
most changes the character? Assessment: Constructed 
response explaining how a character responds to an 
important event and changes, using textual evidence.

 

 

2 WRITE: Narrative #1 — 
Character & Plot

W.NW.6.3 
Narrative writing 
W.WP.6.4 Writing 
process

L.SS.6.1, 
L.KL.6.2, 
W.RW.6.7

How do writers create believable 
characters and meaningful 
conflicts? How can I organize 
events so my story unfolds 
naturally?

Mentor Text Study: Examine how Week 1's author 
introduces character/conflict. Character Wants/Obstacles: 
Build protagonist + goal + obstacle. Plot Mountain: Plan 
exposition → conflict → rising action → climax → 
resolution. Show, Don't Tell: Turn trait statements into 
actions/thoughts/dialogue. Dialogue Mini-Lesson: 
Dialogue that reveals character or moves plot. Assessment: 
Short original narrative emphasizing character, conflict, 
logical sequence, and dialogue.

 

 

3 READ: Sol Painting, Inc.
RL.CI.6.2 Theme & 
summary 
RL.TS.6.4 Structure

RL.CR.6.1, 
SL.PE.6.1, 
L.VI.6.4, 
L.VL.6.3, 
W.RW.6.7

How do characters and conflicts 
help develop a theme? Why does 
an author place particular events 
where they do?

Theme vs. Topic Sort: Family ≠ theme; belonging ≠ 
theme. Turn topics into thematic statements. Theme 
Evidence Ladder: Event → character response → lesson 
→ theme. Somebody-Wanted-But-So-Then: Scaffold 
toward objective summary. Story Structure Puzzle: 
Rearrange major events and discuss why the author's order 
matters. Delete It Test: What would change if a particular 
scene were removed? Assessment: Determine a theme, 
explain how key details develop it, and write an objective 
summary.

 

 

4 WRITE: Narrative #2 + 
MID-MP ASSESSMENT

W.NW.6.3 
Narrative writing 
W.WP.6.4 Writing 
process

RL.CR.6.1, 
RL.CI.6.2, 
RL.IT.6.3, 
L.SS.6.1, 
L.KL.6.2, 
W.RW.6.7

How can a writer develop a 
message without directly stating 
it? How can revision make a 
narrative more effective?

Theme-to-Story Challenge: Students choose a message and 
brainstorm a situation that could reveal it naturally. Pacing 
Stretch/Shrink: Slow down an important moment; 
compress less important events. Dialogue/Description 
Revision: Replace summary with scene where appropriate. 
Peer Revision Stations: Character, sequence, dialogue, 
description, conventions. Narrative Assessment: Original 
narrative conveying a theme/message. MID-MP 



READING ASSESSMENT: Cold short story assessing 
evidence/inference, character change, theme, and 
summary.

 

 

5 READ: Main Street 
and/or Flying Lessons

RL.PP.6.5 
Perspective 
RL.CT.6.8 
Comparing literary 
texts

RL.CR.6.1, 
RL.CI.6.2, 
SL.PE.6.1, 
SL.AS.6.6, 
L.VL.6.3, 
L.VI.6.4

How does perspective shape the 
way we understand a story? How 
can very different stories explore 
similar ideas about belonging or 
community?

Perspective Lens: What does the narrator notice, 
misunderstand, value, or leave out? Change the Camera: 
Rewrite a brief event from another character's perspective 
and discuss what changes. Theme Pairing: Identify a 
common theme across two stories. Compare-the-Approach 
Venn: Same theme, different 
character/conflict/setting/outcome. Community 
Connection Discussion: How does each character's 
community influence identity? Assessment: Compare how 
two authors approach a similar theme/topic using evidence 
from both texts.

 

 

6
WRITE: Narrative #3 — 
Perspective, Description 
& Voice

W.NW.6.3 
Narrative writing 
W.WP.6.4 Writing 
process

L.KL.6.2, 
L.VI.6.4, 
L.SS.6.1, 
SL.AS.6.6, 
W.RW.6.7

How does a narrator's 
perspective change a story? How 
do precise language and sensory 
details help readers experience a 
scene?

Same Event/Two Narrators: Write one event from two 
perspectives. Sensory Detail Upgrade: Revise generic 
description using meaningful sensory details. Word Choice 
Spectrum: Examine denotation/connotation and choose 
words to establish tone. Sentence Pattern Revision: Vary 
sentence length/structure to affect pacing. Voice Check: 
Identify places where narration sounds inconsistent with 
the character. Assessment: Narrative from a deliberate 
point of view demonstrating voice, description, dialogue, 
pacing, and logical sequence.

 

 

7

READ: Paired Story + 
Media / Culminating 
Flying Lessons 
comparison

RL.MF.6.6 
Text/media 
comparison 
RL.CT.6.8 Literary 
comparison

RI.CR.6.1, 
RI.CI.6.2, 
RI.MF.6.6, 
RL.CR.6.1, 
RL.CI.6.2, 
SL.PE.6.1, 
L.VI.6.4

Why do creators make different 
choices when presenting the 
same or similar ideas? What 
common human experiences 
connect different texts?

Read → Visualize → View/Listen: Students visualize a 
scene before encountering an audio/video interpretation. 
What Changed? Chart: Kept, omitted, emphasized, 
changed. Creator's Choice: Explain how a media choice 
affects understanding. Informational Connection: Pair a 
short district-approved informational text on empathy, 
community, culture, or relevant historical context with the 
literature. Assessment: Compare literary presentations 
and/or explain how multimedia contributes to 
understanding.

 

 



8 AI Lesson:  AI in My 
Community

W.NW.6.3 
Narrative writing 
W.WP.6.4 Writing 
process

RL.CI.6.2 
Where does AI already show up 
around me, and what can people 
do that it can't? 

Facilitator’s Guide 

Student Worksheet 

Gemini Prompt Pack 

Exit Ticket 

Student Rubric 

Slide Deck 

 

 

9
WRITE + ASSESS: 
Culminating Narrative / 
Unit Benchmark

W.NW.6.3 
Narrative writing 
W.WP.6.4 Writing 
process

W.RW.6.7, 
L.SS.6.1, 
L.KL.6.2, 
L.VL.6.3, 
L.VI.6.4, 
SL.AS.6.6

How can I use what I learned 
from authors to create an 
effective narrative? How can 
stories help us understand 
ourselves and others?

Mentor Text Gallery: Find examples of strong openings, 
dialogue, description, pacing, perspective, and endings 
from unit texts. Independent Planning: Character → 
conflict → sequence → perspective → theme. Revision 
Stations: Structure/pacing; characterization/dialogue; 
precise/sensory language; conventions. Culminating 
Narrative Assessment: Independent narrative. Reading 
Benchmark (The Quinceanera Text): Cold grade-level 
literary text assessing major MP2 reading skills. 
Reflection: Which author's craft technique most improved 
my writing?

 

 

 

 

 

Spiraling for Mastery
Reading: Textual evidence and inference (RL.CR.6.1) spiral through all literary texts. Theme (RL.CI.6.2) and 
character development (RL.IT.6.3) recur across multiple stories.

 

Writing: Narrative writing (W.NW.6.3) progresses from heavily scaffolded writing in Week 2 to increasingly 
independent writing in Weeks 4, 6, and 8. Writing process (W.WP.6.4) is explicitly practiced during every 
writing cycle.

 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1yKYVJNb02BfCz2wQVF3H7es6UUhG4qeQEbiVMH45Pko/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_BS8j13Wghw93m5-1qbephFNvHM8EpW0tA9pp1VjElQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cjmcwp1toM5-jn3YdHK9HpjeMefmiw-IsD87Iw8rmGg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yfZX0UlqkFW5k0ZLxea_74U2A9dCW1WXjXls0iCPLS8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19MU6z4nc3biPiTqC-IWZEdgL5RoTNFe2S0cnu30cIjI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19MU6z4nc3biPiTqC-IWZEdgL5RoTNFe2S0cnu30cIjI/edit?usp=sharing


Language: Vocabulary in context (L.VL.6.3) and figurative language/word choice (L.VI.6.4) are embedded in 
close reading. Grammar/conventions and style (L.SS.6.1/L.KL.6.2) are embedded in narrative revision.

 

Speaking & Listening: Collaborative discussion (SL.PE.6.1) occurs during each reading cycle, with students 
increasingly expected to refer to evidence, respond to others' ideas, and adapt their speaking to the context.

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Please tag the appropriate 2020 NJSLS-CLKS standards that align with the grade band and content/skills of 
this unit.  This is done by clicking "actions" and then "add standards".

9.4.8.GCA.1 Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g., 1.5.8.C1a). 

9.4.8.GCA.2 Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to 
achieve a group goal. 

9.4.8.IML.6 Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication. 

9.4.8.IML.7 Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific 
purpose (e.g., 1.2.8.C2a, 1.4.8.CR2a, 2.1.8.CHSS/IV.8.AI.1, W.5.8, 6.1.8.GeoSV.3.a, 
6.1.8.CivicsDP.4.b, 7.1.NH. IPRET.8). 

Interdisciplinary Connections
How does this unit connect to standards in other disciplines?  Add the appropriate NJ SLS here, keeping grade 
bands in mind.  This is done by clicking "actions" and then "add standards".

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, 
wealth, and equality. 

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b Compare the status of groups in the Ancient World to those of people today and evaluate 
how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now (i.e., 
political, economic, and social). 

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around 
this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, 
Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 

6.3.8.CivicsPI.4 Investigate the roles of political, civil, and economic organizations in shaping people’s lives 
and share this information with individuals who might benefit from this information. 


