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Status: Published

Unit Overview
Theme: A New Nation through a Nation Divided

 

Benchmark Text Focus: Informational

 

Anchor Text: The Crucible

 

Writing Genre Focus: Informative/Explanatory

 

Benchmark & Answer Key

Targeted ELA Standards
Add the appropriate NJSLS ELA standards with which this unit aligns.  This is done by clicking "actions" and 
then "add standards".

ELA.L.SS.9–10.1 Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing 
or speaking. 

ELA.L.KL.9–10.2 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

ELA.L.VL.9–10.3 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 9–10 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

ELA.L.VI.9–10.4 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings, including connotative meanings. 

ELA.RL.CR.9–10.1 Cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, 
as well as including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

ELA.RI.CR.9–10.1 Cite a range and thorough textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections, to 
strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says 
explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 



ELA.RL.CI.9–10.2 Determine one or more themes of a literary text and analyze how it is developed and 
refined over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

ELA.RI.CI.9–10.2 Determine one or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how it is 
developed and refined over the course of a text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

ELA.RL.IT.9–10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds and develops ideas throughout a text, including how 
complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

ELA.RI.IT.9–10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds ideas throughout the text, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 

ELA.RI.TS.9–10.4 Analyze in detail the author’s choices concerning the structure of ideas or claims of a text, 
and how they are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

ELA.RL.PP.9–10.5 Determine an author’s lens in a text (including cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature) 
and analyze how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance a point of view. 

ELA.RI.PP.9–10.5 Determine an author’s purpose in a text (including cultural experience and knowledge 
reflected in text originating outside the United States) and analyze how an author uses 
rhetorical devices to advance that purpose. 

ELA.RI.AA.9–10.7 Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in an informational text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and reasoning. 

ELA.RI.CT.9–10.8 Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) seminal and informational text of historical and scientific 
significance, including how they relate in terms of themes and significant concepts. 

ELA.W.IW.9–10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

ELA.W.WP.9–10.4 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a 
new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out feedback 
and reflecting on personal writing progress; consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

ELA.W.RW.9–10.7 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

ELA.SL.PI.9–10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 
The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

ELA.SL.AS.9–10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English. 
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Rationale
This unit, focusing on Early American Literature through a Nation Divided, prepares students for new learning 
and life outside of school by fostering critical thinking, cultural awareness, and effective communication 
skills. By exploring the complexities of America's formation and the conflicts that arose, students gain a 
deeper understanding of historical and cultural contexts that continue to shape contemporary society. The 
unit's emphasis on analyzing diverse perspectives, constructing well-supported arguments, and engaging in 
thoughtful discussions equips students with the tools to navigate and contribute meaningfully to an 
increasingly interconnected world. Through informative and expository writing, students enhance their ability 
to convey complex ideas clearly and persuasively, a skill essential for academic success and professional 
endeavors.



 

This unit will prepare students for the benchmark and summative assessments by systematically developing 
their analytical and writing skills through the study of Early American Literature and historical texts. By 
engaging with diverse narratives and complex characters, students will practice citing textual evidence, 
analyzing themes, and understanding authors' purposes. Focused lessons on rhetorical devices, figurative 
language, and text structure will enhance their ability to interpret and articulate sophisticated ideas. 
Additionally, continuous writing exercises, peer reviews, and targeted feedback will refine their expository 
writing abilities, ensuring they can effectively convey their insights and arguments in the final assessments.

Enduring Understandings

Content Specific Skills Specific

• The Formation of National Identity: Early 
American literature and historical documents 
reflect the struggles, values, and ideals that 
shaped the nation's identity during times of 
conflict and change.

• Conflict and Unity: The tension between 
division and unity in the nation's early years 
is evident in the literature and historical 
documents of the time, providing insights into 
how societies evolve through adversity.

• Language as a Reflection of Cultural and 
Political Shifts: The language and rhetoric 
used in short stories and historical documents 
reveal the cultural and political climate of the 
period, highlighting how individuals and 
groups articulate their values and 
perspectives.

• Persuasion and Argument: Informational 
writing from the period often sought to 
persuade readers about crucial issues like 
freedom, equality, and governance, 
demonstrating the power of effective 
argumentation and rhetoric in shaping public 
opinion.

• The Influence of Historical Context on 
Literature: Historical documents and literary 
texts provide a window into the past, showing 
how historical events and cultural shifts 
influence storytelling, themes, and character 
development.

• Informational Writing: Students will 
compose informational essays that explore 
key issues such as unity, governance, and 
national identity, integrating evidence from 
both short stories and historical documents.

• Textual Analysis: Students will analyze how 
language, structure, and rhetorical devices in 
short stories and historical documents convey 
the ideas and values of the period, focusing 
on the historical and cultural significance of 
the texts.

• Sourcing and Evidence: Students will learn 
to evaluate the credibility and significance of 
historical documents and literary texts, citing 
a range of evidence to support their analyses 
and arguments.

• Collaborative Discussion: Through group 
discussions, students will share insights on 
how historical events shaped national 
discourse and literature, building a deeper 
understanding of the complexities of early 
American identity.



Essential Questions
 

Content Specific Skills Specific

• How do authors use language and literary 
techniques in short stories to express big 
ideas and social issues? How can 
understanding these techniques help us better 
understand the story?

• How do words with multiple meanings or 
special phrases in short stories help develop 
the themes and characters?

• How does the use of figurative language (like 
metaphors and similes) in short stories help 
us understand the characters and the main 
ideas of the story?

• How do the way authors organize their short 
stories—like the order of events and how 
characters interact—affect the story's themes 
and how we connect with the text?

• How can looking at how themes and 
character motivations are developed in short 
stories help us understand the bigger social 
and cultural issues the author is addressing?

• What strategies can you use to figure out the 
meaning of difficult words and phrases in 
short stories, and how does this help you 
understand the story better?

• How can you find and use evidence from 
short stories to support your ideas about the 
themes, characters, and writing techniques?

• How can you use what you know about 
figurative language and the author’s choices 
to write clearly about short stories and 
explain your ideas effectively?

• What steps can you take to improve your 
writing about short stories, making sure your 
ideas are clear and well-organized?

• How can you present your ideas and analyses 
of short stories in a way that is clear and 
persuasive, whether you’re writing or 
speaking?

Key Resources
Anchor Text: The Crucible by Arthur Miller

 

The Crucible Audio

 

Crucible Resources

 

Historical Documents

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjOi1C9HNpA
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12Kkq30JLCqbNOCh9OAwAOYprQC4eZmXoH11qViziWdk/edit#slide=id.g1c879a986a_0_0
https://salem.lib.virginia.edu/n78.html


The New Yorker article: Why I Wrote “The Crucible” By Arthur Miller

 

Arthur Miller's "The Crucible" Allusions

 

CommonLit Articles:

• Puritan Laws & Character
• Witchcraft in Salem
• McCarthyism
• Answer keys

Additional instructional resources:

o Comprehension microskills 

o Tier I instructional practices 

o Engagement toolkit 

 

Lexia Aspire Resources:

• Word Recognition - phonemic awareness, decoding, fluency
• Language Comprehension - vocabulary, morphology, academic language, syntax
• Writing & reading comprehension - background knowledge, inference, main idea, making predictions, 

visualization, expository, narrative, argumentative, figurative language, sensory language, transition 
words, dialogue, counterclaims, editing

Supplementary Resources
• Native American Tribes
• “King Philip's War”
• Excerpt of Jonathan Edward’s Sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards
• FREEDOM OF RELIGION by by Sagoyewatha, 1805 (Compare and Contrast with “Sinners in the 

Hands of an Angry God”)
• McCarthyism (YouTube)
• Salem Witch Trials (YouTube)
• The Salem (and Other) Witch Hunts by Mike Kubic (Common Lit.)
• “The American Revolution: Visual Propaganda
• “Common Sense” by Thomas Paine
• “The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation by Jonathan Hennessey
• “Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson
• “THE CONSTITUTION OF THE IROQUOIS NATIONS: THE GREAT BINDING LAW,” by 

GAYANASHAGOWA (compare and contrast with “Declaration of Independence”)

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1996/10/21/why-i-wrote-the-crucible
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n5CpzmMvOiGEhsjwL0mwuvcbZeKOyJgE7OfofS72pu0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17qOQ1ePJyy6kWZGcaH4LI87VPOiaoVQD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oOY71dPA2siR5LTfHYs_KkBgTY47v0I3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iq2VfNl5qKzht_PdAYM9tk2TOtx0pjDU/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PE0iJX8PYCA_w_X5RQgvoydy3EUpfZMwbuIfiRCLgS4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16HN28cp5yIsenLgRwhD4bSUiYAGFGD7KEv0Oho71vzM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f5KsVILaaJwN8lQvHrHlxxp6dyctwYGqFlNxEt4aIxc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tvksz59EWrsTEWriSdBtx9C9yd7K1iRN2hdwxeQ29HY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zGMKg7h4STHhK-GNJOaGJKN-LupB_maA?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IJpi9MhNfYNxAQwdX3R6sYMp2DNxAUkh?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-ySGNaMT8bxt5WHOQaYFogLUEppQ2d9k?usp=sharing
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/king-philips-war
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N35IugBYH04
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVd8kuufBhM
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/iroquois.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/iroquois.asp


• “The Gettysburg Address,” by Abraham Lincoln

• "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” by Frederick Douglass

• “The Battle with Mr. Covey,” by Fredrick Douglass

Informational texts from district-approved resources. 

 

Additional district-approved secondary ELA instructional resource list 

 

Warm-Up Activities to Engage Students Before They Read Nonfiction Texts
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/19eOZQysnMkqFFJLwV5WqEtBJ_0Az_-SLqMc1lazFwqc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/08/learning/lesson-plans/18-warm-up-activities-to-engage-students-before-they-read-nonfiction-text.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1877vRzV0p5DI-w6bYfSPQFFZmhMxWkoA6QoX0CToTek/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1877vRzV0p5DI-w6bYfSPQFFZmhMxWkoA6QoX0CToTek/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1877vRzV0p5DI-w6bYfSPQFFZmhMxWkoA6QoX0CToTek/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1996/10/21/why-i-wrote-the-crucible
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1996/10/21/why-i-wrote-the-crucible
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1996/10/21/why-i-wrote-the-crucible
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1996/10/21/why-i-wrote-the-crucible
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1996/10/21/why-i-wrote-the-crucible
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1996/10/21/why-i-wrote-the-crucible
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6rzs_X-zyJIfL8-mCeOjwnCJd7XEBP8VRg6d4JBNFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6rzs_X-zyJIfL8-mCeOjwnCJd7XEBP8VRg6d4JBNFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6rzs_X-zyJIfL8-mCeOjwnCJd7XEBP8VRg6d4JBNFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6rzs_X-zyJIfL8-mCeOjwnCJd7XEBP8VRg6d4JBNFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6rzs_X-zyJIfL8-mCeOjwnCJd7XEBP8VRg6d4JBNFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6rzs_X-zyJIfL8-mCeOjwnCJd7XEBP8VRg6d4JBNFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6rzs_X-zyJIfL8-mCeOjwnCJd7XEBP8VRg6d4JBNFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6rzs_X-zyJIfL8-mCeOjwnCJd7XEBP8VRg6d4JBNFU/edit?usp=sharing
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informational 
texts by 
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meanings.

 

SWBAT cite 
textual 
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effectively to 
support their 

 

Reading Mini-
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• Explicit and 
inferred 
textual 
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• Cite textual 
evidence to 
support 
analysis

• Support of 
textual 
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Workshop 
Model 
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Activities/Gr
oups

Informative/Ex
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Writing Rubric
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Formative 
Reading 
Assessment
s

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uVBw5vBrwVQGK2S5MmTwO9RJWmo1MW-XbfZU4FRqdeE/edit?ts=6736650e
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbxJPc07h6ABEyxeTvT9HpC1eOfeHZI6C8kYk9WCN9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbxJPc07h6ABEyxeTvT9HpC1eOfeHZI6C8kYk9WCN9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbxJPc07h6ABEyxeTvT9HpC1eOfeHZI6C8kYk9WCN9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbxJPc07h6ABEyxeTvT9HpC1eOfeHZI6C8kYk9WCN9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbxJPc07h6ABEyxeTvT9HpC1eOfeHZI6C8kYk9WCN9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbxJPc07h6ABEyxeTvT9HpC1eOfeHZI6C8kYk9WCN9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbxJPc07h6ABEyxeTvT9HpC1eOfeHZI6C8kYk9WCN9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1877vRzV0p5DI-w6bYfSPQFFZmhMxWkoA6QoX0CToTek/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1877vRzV0p5DI-w6bYfSPQFFZmhMxWkoA6QoX0CToTek/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1877vRzV0p5DI-w6bYfSPQFFZmhMxWkoA6QoX0CToTek/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OgwCNFbKhg-yF-zW_YH483cbwk-ee9Ut6QEcGxZTRzI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OgwCNFbKhg-yF-zW_YH483cbwk-ee9Ut6QEcGxZTRzI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OgwCNFbKhg-yF-zW_YH483cbwk-ee9Ut6QEcGxZTRzI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OgwCNFbKhg-yF-zW_YH483cbwk-ee9Ut6QEcGxZTRzI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OgwCNFbKhg-yF-zW_YH483cbwk-ee9Ut6QEcGxZTRzI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OgwCNFbKhg-yF-zW_YH483cbwk-ee9Ut6QEcGxZTRzI/edit?usp=sharing


analyses. 

 

SWBAT 
make clear 
connections 
between 
different 
aspects of the 
text, 
including 
themes, 
arguments, 
and 
supporting 
details.

 

SWBAT 
analyze how 
specific word 
choices 
impact the 
overall 
meaning and 
tone of texts.

 

SWBAT 
distinguish 
between 
connotations 
and 
denotations of 
words.

 

SWBAT 
review the 
informative/e
xplanatory 
essay rubric.

 

SWBAT use 
precise 
language and 

evidence 
analysis (E in 
R.A.C.E.)

• Impact of 
word choice

• Connotations 
& denotations 
of words

 

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Review 
informative/e
xplanatory 
essay rubric

• Review 
domain-
specific 
vocabulary 
based on 
rubric

• Choosing a 
significant 
topic



domain-
specific 
vocabulary to 
convey 
information.

 

SWBAT 
chose a 
significant 
topic to write 
about 
throughout 
the unit.

Dece
mber 1-2

RL.CI.
9–10.2

RI.CI.9
–10.2

RL.IT.
9–10.3

RI.IT.9
–10.3

W.IW.
9–10.2

SWBAT 
identify 
central ideas 
in various 
informational 
texts

. 

SWBAT 
identify and 
explain how 
an author 
organizes 
ideas.

 

SWBAT 
analyze the 
relationships 
between ideas 
and how they 
contribute to 
the overall 
theme or 
argument.

 

SWBAT 
generate ideas 
for a piece of 
writing by 
brainstorming 
in various 

Reading Mini-
lessons:

• Central 
idea/theme of 
a text

• Organization 
of author’s 
ideas

• Relationships 
between ideas 
and how they 
contribute to 
the overall 
theme or 
argument.

 

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Ways to 
brainstorm 
essay writing

• Deciding on 
important 
subtopics 
within your 
chosen topic

• LHS 
ELA 
Instru
ctiona
l 
Work
shop 
Mode
l 
Sugg
ested 
Activ
ities/
Grou
ps

 

• LH
S 
Sug
gest
ed 
For
mati
ve 
Rea
ding 
Ass
ess
men
ts
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ways.

 

SWBAT 
identify and 
decide on 
important 
subtopics 
within their 
chosen topic 
to effectively 
organize their 
ideas and 
guide their 
writing.

RL.CR
.9–10.1

RI.CR.
9–10.1

L.VL.9
–10.3

RI.PP.
9–10.5

W.IW.
9–10.2

 

 

SWBAT 
recognize and 
articulate 
areas of 
uncertainty or 
ambiguity 
within the 
text.

 

SWBAT 
understand 
how language 
can set 
different 
tones and 
evoke 
specific 
settings.

 

SWBAT 
analyze how 
rhetorical 
devices are 
employed to 
support that 

Reading Mini-
lessons:

• Recognizing 
areas of 
uncertainty or 
ambiguity 
within the text

• Power of 
language: 
different tones

• Use of 
rhetorical 
devices and 
their 
effectiveness 
in conveying 
the author's 
purpose 
(metaphors, 
similes, 
allusions, 
repetition, and 
dramatic 
irony)

 

Writing Mini-lessons:

• LHS 
ELA 
Instru
ctiona
l 
Work
shop 
Mode
l 
Sugg
ested 
Activ
ities/
Grou
ps
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purpose.

 

SWBAT  
recognize the 
audience for 
their writing 
and 
understand 
the purpose 
behind it.

 

SWBAT use 
an 
appropriate 
style and 
tone, such as 
formal and 
objective in 
academic 
contexts.

 

SWBAT 
introduce and 
define a 
chosen topic 
clearly.

• Knowing your 
audience and 
deciding on a 
purpose for 
writing

• Appropriate 
style and tone 
based on 
audience and 
purpose

• Introduction 
paragraph: 
introduce 
chosen topic 
and present 
significance 
of topic
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SWBAT 
analyze how 
these ideas 
evolve 
throughout 
the text.

 

SWBAT 
effectively 
determine the 
meanings of 
unknown 
words and 
phrases using 
various 
strategies, 
including 
context clues 
and reference 
materials.

 

SWBAT 
identify and 
interpret 
various 

Reading Mini-
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evolve 
throughout 
the text

• Context clues 
and reference 
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meaning of 
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words

• Figures of 
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literary text 
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figures of 
speech in 
literary texts.

 

SWBAT 
organize and 
present 
complex 
ideas in a 
coherent 
manner.

 

SWBAT 
Make 
meaningful 
connections 
between 
different 
concepts.

paragraphs: 
meaningful 
connections 
between 
concepts

RL.IT.
9–10.3

RI.IT.9
–10.3

RI.TS.
9–10.4

L.VL.9
–10.3

W.IW.
9–10.2

 

SWBAT 
recognize 
how various 
points are 
introduced 
and 
developed 
throughout 
the text. 

 

SWBAT 
analyze 
specific 
examples 
from the text 
that illustrate 
these choices

 

SWBAT 
evaluate how 
these choices 
affect the 
development 

Reading Mini-
lessons:

• Analyzing 
how various 
points are 
introduced 
and developed 
throughout a 
text

• Analyze 
examples 
from the text 
that illustrate 
the author’s 
choices

• Author’s 
choice leads 
to the 
development 
of the text 
(how ideas 
and claims are 
structured)

• Influence of 

• LHS 
ELA 
Instru
ctiona
l 
Work
shop 
Mode
l 
Sugg
ested 
Activ
ities/
Grou
ps

 

• LH
S 
Sug
gest
ed 
For
mati
ve 
Rea
ding 
Ass
ess
men
ts
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and 
refinement of 
the text.

 

SWBAT use 
quotations 
and examples 
effectively to 
engage and 
inform their 
audience.

 

SWBAT 
identify and 
select 
relevant facts 
and details 
that support 
their topic.

word choice 
in the overall 
meaning and 
tone of a text

 

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Body 
paragraphs: 
use quotations 
and examples

• Body 
paragraphs: 
relevant facts 
and details to 
support topic

Janua
ry 1-2

RL.CI.
9–10.2

RI.CI.9
–10.2

RI.CT.
9–10.8

W.IW.
9–10.2

SWBAT 
create an 
objective 
summary that 
encapsulates 
the main 
points 
without 
personal bias.

 

SWBAT 
identify and 
discuss the 
themes and 
concepts 
present in the 
texts and how 
they relate to 
each other. 

 

SWBAT 
develop 
extended 
definitions 

Reading Mini-
lessons:

• Objective 
summary

• Relationships 
of different 
themes and 
concepts 
throughout a 
text (e.g., 
Hysteria and 
Reputation or 
Reputation 
and Power).

 

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Body 
paragraphs: 
concrete 
details and 
definitions to 
clarify ideas

• LHS 
ELA 
Instru
ctiona
l 
Work
shop 
Mode
l 
Sugg
ested 
Activ
ities/
Grou
ps

• NJSLA 
Weekly 
Practice 
Questio
ns - 
Herd 
Mentalit
y

• The 
Crucible 
ACT 1 
Exit 
Ticket 
(PRINT
ABLE 
VERSI
ON)

• The 
Crucible 
ACT 1 
Exit 
Ticket 
(ONLIN
E 
VERSI
ON)

• LH
S 
Sug
gest
ed 
For
mati
ve 
Rea
ding 
Ass
ess
men
ts
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and concrete 
details that 
clarify their 
ideas.

 

SWBAT 
summarize 
key points of 
their 
discussion.

• Conclusion 
paragraph: 
summarize 
key points

RI.PP.
9–10.5

RI.CT.
9–10.8

RI.AA.
9–10.7

W.IW.
9–10.2

SWBAT  
identify the 
purpose 
behind an 
author’s 
writing.

 

SWBAT 
critically 
analyze a 
variety of 
seminal and 
informational 
texts. 

 

SWBAT 
recognize and 
identify any 
inaccuracies 
or misleading 
statements 
within the 
text.

 

SWBAT 
revise their 
writing by 
adding 
transitions to 
improve the 
flow and 

Reading Mini-
lessons:

• Author’s 
purpose

• Seminal 
references in 
anchor text 
(Biblical 
references in 
The Crucible)

• Inaccuracies 
or misleading 
statements 
within the text

 

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Revision: 
adding 
transitions

• Revision: 
check for 
cohesive 
writing to 
improve 
clarity and 
flow

• LHS 
ELA 
Instru
ctiona
l 
Work
shop 
Mode
l 
Sugg
ested 
Activ
ities/
Grou
ps

• Arthur 
Miller's 
"The 
Crucible
" 
Allusion
s

• Activity
: Act 1 
Scene 
Rewind 
(Alterna
tive 
Perspect
ive 
Writing 
and 
Perform
ance)

• Activity
: 
Charact
er "Hot 
Seat" 
Intervie
w

• LH
S 
Sug
gest
ed 
For
mati
ve 
Rea
ding 
Ass
ess
men
ts
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clarify the 
relationships 
between 
ideas.

 

SWBAT 
revise their 
writing to 
ensure it is 
cohesive, 
improving the 
clarity and 
flow of ideas 
by using 
effective 
transitions 
and logical 
organization.

3-4

RI.AA.
9–10.7

W.IW.
9–10.2

SWBAT 
clearly 
articulate the 
main 
argument and 
supporting 
claims of a 
text.

SWBAT 
critically 
assess the 
validity of the 
reasoning 
presented and 
determine if 
the evidence 
provided 
supports the 
claims.  

 

SWBAT 
revise their 
writing to use 
appropriate 
language and 

Reading Mini-
lessons:

• Main 
argument and 
supporting 
claims of an 
informational 
text

• Validity of the 
reasoning 
presented in a 
text

 

Writing Mini-lessons:

• Revision: 
appropriate 
language and 
structure 

• Revision: 
formatting 
techniques 
(headings, 

• LHS 
ELA 
Instru
ctiona
l 
Work
shop 
Mode
l 
Sugg
ested 
Activ
ities/
Grou
ps

• Qualifyi
ng 
Verbs: 
Making 
Writing 
Precise 
and 
Nuance
d

• LH
S 
Sug
gest
ed 
For
mati
ve 
Rea
ding 
Ass
ess
men
ts
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structure, 
ensuring it 
aligns with 
the purpose, 
audience, and 
task.

 

SWBAT 
revise their 
writing by 
using 
formatting 
tools such as 
headings, 
bullets, and 
images to 
organize 
ideas clearly 
and enhance 
the overall 
presentation 
for the 
appropriate 
audience.

bullets, and 
images)

RI.CR.
9–10.1

L.VL.9
–10.3

L.VI.9
–10.4

RI.CI.9
–10.2

RI.IT.9
–10.3

RI.TS.
9–10.4

RI.PP.
9–10.5

RI.AA.
9–10.7

RI.CT.

SWBAT to 
demonstrate 
their 
knowledge of 
an 
informational 
text by taking 
a benchmark 
assessment. 

 

SWBAT 
reflect on 
their learning 
in reading 
and writing 
throughout 
marking 
period 2 by 
creating 
SMART 
goals.

• Bring on the 
Benchmark 
MP 2

• Reading 
benchmark 
MP 2

• Writing 
benchmark 
MP 2

• End of MP 
reflection

• Creating 
SMART goals

 

• ANSW
ERS 
CHOIC
ES 
Grade 
10 MP2 
REVIE
W Bring 
on the 
Benchm
ark 
Questio
ns

• DISCU
SS 
ANSW
ERS 
CHOIC
ES 
Grade 
10 MP2 
REVIE
W Bring 
on the 
Benchm

• Lin
kIt! 
Ben
chm
ark 
MP 
2

• End 
of 
MP 
Refl
ecti
on
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9–10.8

W.IW.
9–10.2

ark 
Questio
ns

• End of 
MP 
Reflecti
on

• Informat
ive 
Essay 
Rubric

Spiraling for Mastery
Content or Skill for this Unit Spiral Focus from Previous Unit

• Writing and Speaking

1. Command of the English Language 
(ELA.L.SS.9–10.1)

▪ Demonstrating proper use of 
grammar and structure in 
writing and speaking.

2. Effective Language Choices 
(ELA.L.KL.9–10.2)

▪ Making effective choices in 
language for meaning or style 
in various contexts.

3. Informative/Explanatory Writing 
(ELA.W.IW.9–10.2)

▪ Writing to examine and 
convey complex ideas clearly 
and accurately.

4. Writing Development 
(ELA.W.WP.9–10.4)

▪ Strengthening writing through 
planning, revising, editing, and 
rewriting.

5. Routine Writing (ELA.W.RW.9–

1. Language Skills:

Command of English Language System and 
Structure (ELA.L.SS.9–10.1): This skill continues 
from previous units where students built foundational 
grammar and language structure knowledge through 
writing and speaking exercises. The current unit 
builds on these skills, emphasizing advanced 
grammar and language choices to enhance clarity and 
effectiveness in their writing and speaking tasks. 
Curriculum Reference: Units focusing on narrative 
and argumentative writing.

Effective Language Choices (ELA.L.KL.9–10.2): 
Previously, students practiced making effective 
language choices in their writing and discussions. In 
the current unit, this skill is further developed as 
students refine their language use to convey complex 
themes and ideas more effectively. Curriculum 
Reference: Units on thematic analysis and character 
development.

Vocabulary and Figurative Language 
(ELA.L.VL.9–10.3 & ELA.L.VI.9–10.4): Students 
have worked on understanding and using vocabulary 
and figurative language in context. The current unit 
will extend these skills by analyzing how authors use 
figurative language and nuanced word meanings to 
convey deeper themes and ideas. Curriculum 
Reference: Units on literary devices and thematic 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1877vRzV0p5DI-w6bYfSPQFFZmhMxWkoA6QoX0CToTek/edit?usp=sharing


10.7)

▪ Writing regularly over 
different time frames for 
various tasks and purposes.

6. Effective Participation in 
Discussions (ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1)

▪ Initiating and participating in 
collaborative discussions, 
expressing ideas clearly.

7. Presentation Skills (ELA.SL.PI.9–
10.4)

▪ Presenting information 
logically and effectively, 
appropriate to the task and 
audience.

8. Adaptation of Speech 
(ELA.SL.AS.9–10.6)

▪ Adapting speech for different 
contexts and tasks, using 
formal English appropriately.

Reading and Analysis

1. Vocabulary Acquisition 
(ELA.L.VL.9–10.3)

▪ Determining the meaning of 
unknown words using various 
strategies.

2. Understanding Figurative 
Language (ELA.L.VI.9–10.4)

▪ Demonstrating understanding 
of figurative language and 
word nuances.

3. Textual Evidence in Literary Texts 
(ELA.RL.CR.9–10.1)

▪ Citing textual evidence to 
support analysis of what a 
literary text says explicitly and 
inferentially.

4. Textual Evidence in Informational 

analysis.

2. Reading Skills:

Citing Textual Evidence (ELA.RL.CR.9–10.1 & 
ELA.RI.CR.9–10.1): In earlier units, students 
learned to cite textual evidence to support their 
analysis of themes and characters. This skill is 
reinforced in the current unit as students must 
provide thorough and relevant evidence to support 
their analysis of new texts. Curriculum Reference: 
Previous units on thematic analysis and character 
analysis.

Determining Themes and Central Ideas 
(ELA.RL.CI.9–10.2 & ELA.RI.CI.9–10.2): 
Students previously worked on identifying and 
analyzing themes in texts. The current unit builds on 
this by requiring students to determine and analyze 
more complex themes and central ideas, enhancing 
their understanding of how themes evolve and are 
developed throughout a text. Curriculum Reference: 
Units focused on thematic development and narrative 
analysis.

Analyzing Author’s Development of Ideas 
(ELA.RL.IT.9–10.3 & ELA.RI.IT.9–10.3): Skills 
in analyzing how authors develop ideas and 
characters were established in earlier units. This unit 
deepens this analysis by focusing on how these 
elements interact and influence the plot and themes. 
Curriculum Reference: Previous units on character 
development and plot analysis.

Analyzing Text Structure (ELA.RL.TS.9–10.4 & 
ELA.RI.TS.9–10.4): Prior units introduced students 
to basic structural elements in texts. The current unit 
advances this by examining how the structure and 
manipulation of time contribute to thematic 
development and the overall effect of the text. 
Curriculum Reference: Units on narrative structure 
and literary techniques.

Determining Author’s Purpose (ELA.RI.PP.9–
10.5): Previous units covered how authors use 
rhetorical devices and purposes in texts. The current 
unit extends this by analyzing how rhetorical devices 
are used within the context of thematic and structural 
elements. Curriculum Reference: Units on 
argumentative and informational writing.



Texts (ELA.RI.CR.9–10.1)

▪ Citing textual evidence to 
support analysis of what an 
informational text says 
explicitly and inferentially.

5. Theme Analysis in Literary Texts 
(ELA.RL.CI.9–10.2)

▪ Determining and analyzing 
themes in literary texts.

6. Central Idea Analysis in 
Informational Texts (ELA.RI.CI.9–
10.2)

▪ Determining and analyzing 
central ideas in informational 
texts.

7. Character and Plot Analysis 
(ELA.RL.IT.9–10.3)

▪ Analyzing character 
development and plot 
advancement in literary texts.

8. Idea Development in Informational 
Texts (ELA.RI.IT.9–10.3)

▪ Analyzing how ideas are 
developed and connected in 
informational texts.

9. Text Structure Analysis 
(ELA.RI.TS.9–10.4)

▪ Analyzing the structure of 
ideas or claims in a text and 
how they are developed.

10. Author's Perspective and 
Rhetorical Devices in Literary Texts 
(ELA.RL.PP.9–10.5)

▪ Determining and analyzing an 
author's perspective and use of 
rhetorical devices in literary 
texts.

11. Author's Purpose and Rhetorical 
Devices in Informational Texts 

3. Writing Skills:

Informative/Explanatory Writing (ELA.W.IW.9–
10.2): Students have practiced writing informative 
texts in previous units. In the current unit, this skill is 
applied to more complex ideas and themes, focusing 
on clarity and effective organization of information. 
Curriculum Reference: Units on writing historical 
events and scientific procedures.

Writing Development (ELA.W.WP.9–10.4): The 
focus on revising, editing, and reflecting on writing 
from earlier units is reinforced as students continue 
to develop their writing skills through iterative 
feedback and revision processes. Curriculum 
Reference: Units on narrative and argumentative 
writing.

Routine Writing (ELA.W.RW.9–10.7): Regular 
writing practices from previous units will be applied 
to new tasks and time frames, reinforcing effective 
writing habits and skills. Curriculum Reference: 
Various writing assignments throughout previous 
units.

4. Speaking and Listening Skills:

Collaborative Discussions (ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1): 
Skills in initiating and participating in discussions 
have been built upon from previous units where 
students engaged in various discussion formats. The 
current unit will continue to emphasize effective 
collaboration and communication in group settings. 
Curriculum Reference: Units focused on discussion 
and debate.

Presenting Information (ELA.SL.PI.9–10.4): 
Presentation skills honed in earlier units will be 
applied to presenting findings and evidence clearly 
and logically in the current unit. Curriculum 
Reference: Units on presenting research and analysis.

Adapting Speech (ELA.SL.AS.9–10.6): Skills in 
adapting speech for various contexts are refined as 
students continue to practice both formal and 
informal speaking tasks in the current unit. 
Curriculum Reference: Units on formal and informal 
speaking practices.



(ELA.RI.PP.9–10.5)

▪ Determining and analyzing an 
author's purpose and use of 
rhetorical devices in 
informational texts.

12. Argument Evaluation 
(ELA.RI.AA.9–10.7)

▪ Evaluating the argument and 
specific claims in 
informational texts for validity 
and sufficiency.

13. Analysis of Seminal and 
Informational Texts (ELA.RI.CT.9–
10.8)

▪ Analyzing and reflecting on 
significant themes and 
concepts in historical and 
scientific texts.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Please tag the appropriate 2020 NJSLS-CLKS standards that align with the grade band and content/skills of 
this unit.  This is done by clicking "actions" and then "add standards".

TECH.9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

TECH.9.4.12.CT.2 Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12profCR3.a). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.1 Compare search browsers and recognize features that allow for filtering of information. 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.2 Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the source, and 
relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources (e.g., NJSLSA.W8, Social 
Studies Practice: Gathering and Evaluating Sources. 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.8 Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 
7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.9 Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within 
information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4). 

Interdisciplinary Connections
How does this unit connect to standards in other disciplines?  Add the appropriate NJ SLS here, keeping grade 



bands in mind.  This is done by clicking "actions" and then "add standards".

SOC.6.1.12.GeoPP.2.a Analyze how the United States has attempted to account for regional differences while 
also striving to create an American identity. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.2.a Research multiple perspectives to explain the struggle to create an American identity. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.3.a Evaluate the role of religion, music, literature, and media in shaping contemporary 
American culture over different time periods. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryUP.9.a Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on the American family and ethnic and racial 
minorities. 


